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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Egyptians Differ on Arab League's Regional 
Security Role 


Field Marshal's Security Plan 
91A4A0068A Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabi 
18 Oct 90 p 2 


[Interview with Field Marshal Muhammad ‘Abd- 
al-Ghani al-Gamasi: * Toward a New Arab Order;”’ date 
and place not specified; first five paragraphs are AL- 
JUMHURIYYAH introduction] 


[Text] The Gulf crisis, growing out of Iraq's invasion of 


Kuwait, has sparked a vastly important and momentous 
issue, namely the need to formulate a new Arab order 
whose positive aspects are shaped from the very essence 
of the negative aspects of the Arab order that collapsed 
with the Iraqi invasion 


The Gulf crisis brought to light the absence of democracy 
in the Arab world, be it at the national level of each 
country, as evidenced by President Saddam Husayn’s 
decision to drae his people and his country into a fierce 
confrontation with the entire world community, or at the 
pan-Arab level by which a minority of pro-Husayn Arab 
countries tried to force its opinion on the m yority that 
adhered to legitimacy and international law 


The crisis also brought to light the absence of a true 
integrated, and effective order for Arab national secu- 
rity 


» With regard to its political side in which the Arab 
order has been pulled in different directions by three 
regional groupings besides the parent Arab League: 

¢ With regard to its military side in which presumed 
joint Arab defense turned into an aggression and an 
occupation of one Arab country by another Arab 
country 

¢ With regard to its economic side in which there is no 
integration and no consolidated efforts to bring 
together Arab riches and Arab human wealth: 

¢ With regard to its judicial side in which the legal tool 
that allows the settlement of Arab conflicts without 
the use of armed force 1s absent; anc 

¢ With regard to its geographic side in which the center 
of latent or potential conflicts over borders has spread 
all over the Arab map 


In view of the utmost importance of discussing all these 
negativisms as a true and essential starting point for 
building and shaping a new Arab order, AL- 
JUMHURIYAH continues today in its weekly issue its 
broad dialogue on each of these issues with a group of 
preeminent experts and advisors. This 1s the dialogue we 
began last Thursday with a segment on democracy, and 
today’s segment deals with the issue of integration as a 
basis for achieving Arab economic security 
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We hope that this dialogue will help to enrich the call for 
a new Arab order and that those who believe they have 
something useful to contribute will share their views 
with us 


[Al-Gamasi] Arab national security 1s what realizes the 
common higher interests of the Arab nation and what 
protects the political, economic, and military security of 
the Arab countries against threats posed by current and 
potential enemies 


The Gulf crisis and earlier incidents in the Arab region 
have demonstrated that, even after the establishment of 
the Arab League in 1945, Arab national security has been 
threatened more than once and 1s still being threatened 
This illustrates the Arab League's failure to grapple with 
the Gulf crisis from the very beginning, including the 
Arab summit conference that resulted in a split among 
Arab countries at the highest level, thus making Arab 
disunion a patent characteristic of this stage 


This 1s also true of the three councils and federations 
created within the framework of the Arab League: the 
Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC], the Arab Cooperation 
Council [ACC], and the Maghreb Federation 


I think it 1s necessary to create a new order for Arab 
national security able to realize the political, economic 
and military objectives of the Arab nation as a substitute 
for the Arab League 


| also think that building a new Arab security order and 
setting up its structure in member countries requires a 
long time and a profound study to identify these coun- 
tries and define their political and economic objectives 
and their national security by identifying current and 
future enemies. This 1s to enable them to realize their 
interests while simultaneously considering the interests 
of the superpowers in the region 


With respect to member countries, a new Arab security 
order must be based on the following three pillars 
political agreement on objectives and agreement on who 
the current and future enemies are; economic security 
for these countries; and creation of an experienced 
trained, and thoughtful Arab military force to achieve 
these objectives 


[AL-JUMHURIYAH] We have the Arab joint defense 
agreement which has proved to be useless. Is there an 
alternative and a remedy?’ 


[Al-Gamasi] The Arab Joint Defense Council has not 
served its purpose of providing military protection to the 
Arab countries for several reasons, including the fact that 
this council was built on the need to obtain an Arab 
consensus for issuing its military resolutions. This ts 
something that 1s unattainable because these countries 
have failed to agree on the political objectives or because 
they do not have the desire to do their share militarily t 
implement the council’s resolutions 


Therefore, it 1s imperative that decisions be taken by a 
majority without any provisos regarding resolutions 








+ 


adopted by the new Arab security order. This brings us 
back to the need to identify member countries that 
would agree on all the:r political objectives 


[AL-JUMHURIYAH] How can we draw up the new 
security arrangements while considering Our regional 
and national interests and superpower interests? 


[Al-Gamasi] The formation of a new order ought to be 
entrusted to an Arab committee made up of politicians 
and military and economic strategists. Such a committee 
must be at the Arab level and must seek the opinion of 
the concerned countries to identify accurately political 
objectives and define the higher interests of all the Arab 
countries as a whole and of each country individually 
Therefore, the first priority would be the identification 
of current and future enemies 


The Arab countries must accept the resolutions of the 
new order from the military, strategic, and economic 
standpoint by a majority and not by consensus 


The proposed Arab national security order has to take 
superpower interests into account. By that | mean 
working for stability in the region and for securing 
superpower interests in a way that would not conflict 
with our national interests 


Che obvious example in the Arab region ts the influx of 
armies in the wake of the Iraqi aggression against Kuwait 
to protect their oil interests. Therefore, we ought to be 
thinking about a way to secure and protect oil wells in 
Arab countries and secure oil maritime transportation 
lines. 


[AL-JUMHURIYAH] Does a new Arab security order 
call for the creation of a joint Arab army” 


[Al-Gamasi] A military organization created within the 
framework of a new Arab national security order must 
include Arab troops from member countries to be sta- 
tioned at strategic locations in the Arab nation in light of 
a military plan. It must have a professional and experi- 
enced military command. By that, I do not mean 
amassing an Arab army in one area under this command 
to carry Out its assigned strategic military missions 
similar to the means employed by NATO 


This calls for the creation of a professional military force 
in every Arab country to achieve political security— 
domestic and border—and to participate with the other 
Arab forces in achieving Arab national security unde: 
the proposed Arab military command 


[AL-JUMHURIYAH] How can we prevent an Arab 
Arab aggression or foreign intervention in the Arab 
region? 


[Al-Gamasi] The way to prevent an Arab conflict o1 
foreign intervention is to have a military force in every 
Arab country capable of protecting its borders and 
external security and a military force capable of 
achieving Arab national security. The presence of an 
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Arab force can resolve the military situation offensively 
or defensively if political efforts fail to settle problems 
created in fhe region 


\ political, military, and economic force can inspire 
confidence and peace of mind among people and deter 
foreign countries contemplating aggression against the 
region 


[AL-JUMHURIYAH] How did Iraq succeed in occu- 
pying Kuwait? 


([Al-Gamasi] Through its military superiority over 
Kuwait and the passivity of Kuwaiti military forces, 
despite the weapons they had that they should have used 
to at least block the attack or defeat it, if possible. This 
incident compels us to contemplate a new security order 
that we can all participate in and approve 


Security Advisor's Plan 
Y14A0068B Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabi 
IS Oct! YO p ) 


[Interview with Major General ‘Abd-al-Sattar Amin: “A 
Middle East Conference to Reshape Situation in 
Region,” date and place not specified] 


[Excerpts] Mayor General ‘Abd-al-Sattar Amin, advisor 
to the prime minister and former dean of the Nasi 
Military Academy 


{Amin} The national security concept exists in the Arab 
region in theory because it 1s a new discipline in strategic 
science. In the Arab region we are still at the stage of 
building the kind of thought that can help us attain 
national security. It is the duty of Arab intellectuals and 
Strategists to formulate an agreed-upon, specific, and 
feasible national security concept for us to implement 
gradually. We believe that Arab national security must 
serve the interests of the Arab nation and must safeguard 
them through its concept that includes 


|. Political security, by which I mean basically freedom 
for Arab leaders to make political decisions and a free 
national will, be it at the Arab nation or the Arab 
countries’ level 


Ideological national security that can be realized by 
preserving Our values, our beliefs, our customs, and our 
traditions, and safeguarding them against ideological 
incursions that can penetrate the Arab world or parts 
thereof, thus disturbing the national peace 


3. Military national security to protect Arab regimes and 
the Arab nation as an interrelated entity against any 
internal or external threats. This can be effected through 
the essential existence of a team of intellectuals to study 
threats directed at the Arab nation, both from within and 
without, to predict such threats and counter them or 
limit their impact 


[AL-JUMHURIYAH] Does this concept exist in the 
Arab nation? 


awh 
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[Amin] It exists in varying degrees, most of which are 
still in the early stages. We have been very pleased with 
the Arab groupings that have been created, such as the 
GCC [Gulf Corporation Council], the ACC [Arab Coop- 
eration Council], and the Maghreb Federation, or the 
integration between Egypt and Sudan, as steps that 
create partial regional entities that, if given the necessary 
backing, can turn into pillars for a greater Arab bloc and, 
consequently, for Arab national security that covers the 
entire Arab arena. 


[|AL-JUMHURIYAH] What pillars must be available in 
the Arab region to formulate an Arab national security 
concept? 


[Amin] We must have justice because oppression is a 
threat to stability anc development. Therefore, an ineq- 
uitable solution to any problem is considered a seed that 
poses a threat to national security in the upcoming stage 


Justice must be realized at the individual and societal 
levels in any One country and on the international level 


The second pillar is balance between the various forces 
within One country and the countries in the Arab region 
because, in the absence of a regional force to deter 
aggression, an imbalance would encourage the strong to 


attack the weak. Therefore, we feel that the creation of 


any regional security force capable of deterring any 
aggression 1S a key factor in realizing national security in 
our Arab region 


lhe best solution for the creation of such a force is to put 
it under the umbrella of the Arab League. Balance in the 
region can be achieved by disarming the predominant 
forces, thus realizing national security and stability and 
restoring balance in the area as a whole by generating 
entente among Arab countries and between Arab coun- 
tries and non-Arab Middle Eastern countries, namely 
Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, Spain, Ethiopia, and Israel 


Che third pillar is building mutual trust between coun- 
tries seeking to coordinate their national security, a trust 
that 1s not achieved through slogans and promises, but 
rather through deeds. This calls for candor, direct com- 
munications, and dealing with and foretelling problems 
before they become exacerbated 


The fourth pillar is the importance of a conscious 
sophisticated ideology conversant with the political, eco- 
nomic, military, and ideological conditions of friends 
and foes alike at the national, regional, and international 
levels 


[Al-JUMHURIYAH] Do such pillars exist in the Arab 
region? 


{Amin] No, otherwise Arab national security would have 
been realized. This may have to wait until studies are 
conducted, agencies are set up, and resources are orga- 
nized to build Arab regional security 
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{[AL-JUMHURIYAH] Do these pillars conflict with th 
existence of the Arab joint defense agreement within the 
framework of the Arab League’? 


[Amin] In terms of provisions and wording, the join! 
defense agreement 1s one of the best international agree 
ments for military cooperation. Its flaw, however, can be 
attributed to the fact that the enemies always lie in 
waiting for any Arab military system to be set up t 
undermine it and also to the absence of a permanent 
military apparatus in the Arab League with the ability to 
plan, monitor, and oversee any military forces or mill 
tary Operations that may occur 


Passage omitted 
g 


[AL-JUMHURIY AH] Has the GCC fulfilled its security 


role, especially since it has the Peninsula Shield Forces? 


[Amin] Given the objectives for which it was created, the 
circumstances it has suffered, and the steps it has 
achieved to realize national security for the Crulf states 
the GCC 1s the most successful quasi-regional organiz: 

tion in the Arab region 


As for Peninsula Shield, it 1s in its infancy and needs 
time to train and be built up militarily. It has been 
created to deal with domestic unrest in these countries 
and we ought not to overburden it because it is a pioneer 
idea, from the strategic and national security point of 
view, that began with a nucleus with a view to securing 
internal security and stability in the Gulf states as a first 
step toward completing its structural makeup 


{Passages omitted] 


[AL-JUMHURIYAH] How can we torge rew security 
arrangements in th Arab region” 


[Amin] In forging new security arrangements, we ought 
to consider the realization of higher Arab interests as our 
top priority and the need to coordinate with other 
interests with sophisticated thinking and avoid the ste 


reotyping that was prevalent during the cold war era 


In order to settle the region’s problems and achiev 
stability and avoid future conflicts in the area, an idea 
has been put forward to convene an international peace 
conference in which all the Arab forces and those forces 
that have interests in the Middle East would participate 
with a view to achieving justice, balance, stability, and 
peace in the area without any foreign hegemony or 
ascendancy 


[AL-JUMHURIYAH] How can this be 
achieved under the prevailing Arab conditions 


practically 


[Amin] This has to be achieved if we want to realize the 
concept of an Arab national security. This can be done 
through a sophisticated dialogue, for it 1s not a stati 
process or a matter of personal security. | propose t 
idea of holding a Middle East conference along the lines 
of the Islamic conference to be attended by the fi 

superpowers, the Arab community, and the non-Arab 
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Middle Eastern countries to settle the region’s heated 
problems such as the Palestinian question, the Kuwaiti 
question, the Lebanese question, the South Sudan ques- 
tion, and the Polisario question. One of its functions 
would be to reshape the economic situation in the region 
with a view to achieving economic integration through 
the exportation of oil and manufactured products and 
the creation of a Middle East development fund backed 
primarily by oil surpluses to develop economic resources 
in the region as a whole and to bring about universal 
development, including the infrastructures in poor coun- 
tries. 


The conference would have to establish a democratic 
concept based on divine values that would preclude 
future ideological conflicts and contain those that exist 
in the region. This region must be linked culturally and 
informationally in order to have conformity in these 
fields. 


The conference would have to set up an Arab or Middle 
East court of justice and, since ideological values have 
vanished, it ought to consider that the current conflict is 
an economic one and, in order to achieve growth and 
prosperity, we must keep abreast of this concept. 


We also must guarantee ongoing planning and imple- 
mentation through the creation of Arab organizations 
specialized in the various fields of national security to be 
served by specialized research centers. 


[AL-JUMHURIYAH] When will an Arab national secu- 
rity order be able to prevent an Arab-Arab aggression or 
foreign intervention? 


[Amin] When a regional peace and security force 1s 
formed to establish order and stability and deal with any 
kind of tension—such a force would be created by the 
proposed Middle East conference—and when mass 
destruction weapons, be they chemical, nuclear, or bio- 
logical, and the greater part of conventional weapons are 
removed from the area to achieve balance. Tuis force 
would ward off Arab-Arab aggression and foreign inter- 
vention for it would be backed and guaranteed by the 
five superpowers. 


[AL-JUMHURIYAH] When will the Arab security order 
demonstrate its ability to protect the region? 


[Amin] Disarmament would lead to stability and mili- 
tary security in the region. This is a key requirement for 
development in which the fund, set up by a Middle East 
conference, would participate along with the Arab 
powers and foreign countries. 


Christian Leader Denounces Foreign Presence in 
Gulf 

JN08 10124690 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1035 GM7 

8 Oct 90 


[Text] Baghdad, 8 Oct (INA)}—Bishop Avac Asadorian 
[name as received], head of the Ariienian Orthodox sect 
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in Iraq, has denounced the presence of the American- 
Zionist-Atlantic forces in the Arab lands in Najd and 
Hejaz [Saudi Arabia]. He adds that this matter hurts all 
Arabs and Muslims. In a statement to INA, the Arme- 
nian Orthodox bishop condemned the economic 
embargo impose | by the forces of despotism and aggres- 
sion on the Iraqi people and the attempts by the forces of 
evil and aggression to strike at Iraq’s civilization, 
progress, and prosperity. 


Bishop Asadorian said that this inhuman act 1s aimed at 
depriving the Iraqi children of milk and depriving the 
Iraqi people of food and medicine and that the Iraqis are 
the people who illuminated the road of civilization and 
progress to mankind at a time when Europe was living in 
total darkness. He added that the imperialist, American, 
Zionist, and Atlantic countries are making threats and 
mobilizing fleets and means of destructive war in the 
holy Islamic places and the Arabian Gulf without any 
legitimate excuse. He said that this contradicts human 
rationalization and human rights and that it ts a viola- 
tion of all laws and social principles 


The Armenian Orthodox bishop in Iraq appealed to the 
countries of the world and forces of goodness to do their 
utmost to work only for peace and to put pressure on 
America and its allies to withdraw their forces, fleets 
and means of war from the Arabian Gulf and to resort to 
the voice of truth in order to achieve peace and security 
in this region 


ALGERIA 


Prime Minister Interviewed on Domestic Politics 


91AA0060B Algiers ALGERIE ACTUALITE in French 
13 Sep 90 pp 6-8 


(Interview with Prime Minister Mouloud Hamrouche by 
Kheiredine Ameyar, Fatiha Akeb, and Abdelkrim Deb- 
bih: “One Year Later’; date and place not given] 


[Text] [ALGERIE ACTUALITE] You are returning 
from a natior wide tour. One year after you took office, 
we see you on television still snowed under by the 
problems of our citizens such as housing and unemploy- 
ment. Isn't it discouraging? 


{Hamrouche] No, it isn’t at all discouraging. From the 
very start I have raised the question of confidence 
but—it is true—without stating my thoughts precisely 
There was accordingly a crisis of confidence in our 
institutions, in the machinery of government, in the 
government itself. There was also a crisis of confidence 
in oneself We have passed through a storm. If people are 
giving voice to their problems today, it means— 
paradoxically—that they are regaining confidence. That 
is an additional responsibility for us. The government 
senses the importance of this hope: it senses the impor- 
tance of all these young people who are expecting a lot 
from our action. The people have begun to feel that they 
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can find an area of understanding only with the govern- 
ment. All the petitions, all the demands, are arriving at 
the same time. All that, to be sure, gives the impression 
that the government is swamped with problems. 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITC] Strikes, grumbling, unem- 
ployment, extremely low purchasing power—everything 
is Occurring as if your discourse on social peace, on 


recovery, were falling on deaf ears. Are you conscious of 


this? 


{[Hamrouche] Some of these demands are legitimate, 
others less so. The latter consist of rearguard agitation or 
manipulation pure and simple. This is true, for example, 
in the case of the strike called in the name of protecting 
the public sector against a decision by the government, 
which is accused of wanting to sell it off. Doesn't 
everyone know that we are protecting the public sector 
that we want to free it from the shackles imposed by a 
bureaucratic management? We want to free 11 from the 
burden of bank overdrafts and financial losses. Because 
we are doing this, some people accuse us of being the 
liquidators of the public sector. What we want ts the 
exact opposite. We want to put the public sector in the 
same condition as the private sector, based on economi 
principles that are clear, concise, and simple. Some strike 
actions seek to protect the public sector but put the 
public enterprises in danger by adding to their bank 
overdrafts and financial losses. | do not understand it 
either it is a lack of awareness or it is manipulation. For 
my part, | have no reason to insult the workers, and that 
is why I say it is manipulation. 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] You have resigned from the 
Political Bureau of the FLN [National Liberation Front}: 
the rank and file members are organizing in the kasmas 
and crying betrayal. The EL MOUDJAHID crisis, sup- 
ported by Mr. Mehri, makes public the break with the 
FLN. What is your support base, other than the confi- 
dence of the president? 


[Hamrouche] That is an important question. It enables 
me to recall the “Meet the Press” interview during which 
I declared that our constituency was all our citizens— 
wage earners, unemployed young people, all those who 
desire a more prosnerous and more democratic Algeria. 
That is our support base. But we are also a government 


of reforms that has been entrusted with the task of 


shaking our society loose from a system that has hard- 
ened, from a bureaucratic system that has produced a 
number of evils—corruption, quotas that distributed 
privileges and led to abuses of power—and directing it 
toward a more open system in which responsibilities are 
discharged in accordance with the law, a system in which 
power and the exercise of power are coupled with 
accountability. 


[ am an active member of the FLN and serve on its 
Central Committee. I have been a member of its BP 
[Political Bureau]. I have tried to fight to save at least 
some of the prestige of the FLN—its values but not its 
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apparatus. It was precisely to assist in this shake- 
up—this reform—of the FLN that I asked to be relieved 
of my responsibilities in the Political Bureau, so as to 
enable the FLN to go out into the field free from the 
constraints of a reform government that is called on to 
make certain decisions that are sometimes unpopular. As 
for the second part of the question, you would have to 
submit it directly to the secretary general of the FLN. 


As for EL MOUDJAHID, it seems to me that everyone 
writes or shouts that it is a FLN newspaper. Everyone 
seems to agree that this is the case. The problem con- 
fronting the government today is how to enable newspa- 
pers of general circulation—whether partisan or inde- 
pendent—to find the printing facilities that they require 
These facilities are limited, and the government has the 
obligation to ensure that all these newspapers are pub- 
lished. This problem is in the process of being resolved 
The existing situation with respect to printing facilities is 
almost a monopoly. The government cannot today allow 
the continuance of any type of monopoly in any area 
whatsoever 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Mi 
assist the FLN 


Mehri himself wants to 


{Hamrouche] I do not believe that Mehri is thinking only 
of the FLN. He has a reorganization problem in the 
FLN. He wants to solve it. | understand that 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Let us get back to the ques- 
tion of your support base. You are giving the public the 
impression that you have a program but that you lack 
active supporters for that program. You have just said 
that you want to change a system. People are clear as to 
what you want to change, but they do not understand 
what system you want to put in its place 


{Hamrouche] We are in a period of transition, a period 
of creating conditions that will enable our citizens to 
organize and express themselves through the medium of 
political parties or associations. We are a government 
that 1s charged with changing the order of things, without 
making any distinction among the different political 
organizations. The government therefore does not hold 
power for the purpose of favoring a majority over a 
minority. After the legislative elections, it will be pos- 
sible to ask me if I have a majority—a support base—or 
not. At the present moment we are in the transition 
period. We are a government that ts serving as a bridge 
between the old system and the new system. We are 
charged with pursuing the reforms. That is our sole 
legitimacy. 


The government appears to be the beneficiary of certain 
Sympathies among the public. At least that is my impres- 
sion. For we do not want to concern ourselves solely with 
the political scene, nor solely with the democratization 
of our society. We want to assume responsibility for the 
thorny problems, especially those of young people. To 
achieve this objective we have simultaneously under- 
taken economic reforms, political reforms, and a pro 
gram directed toward young people. We have sought to 
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Open doors for them that will enable them to take 
initiatives. That is what our young people are beginning 
to do. 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Mr. Prime Minister, you said 
that we would have to wait for the legislative elections to 
see whether your administration has a support base or 
not. By that do you mean to say that the government has 
a plan for organizing party members or individuals with 
a view to the legislative elections, or 1s it counting on the 
Parties that appear to have clearly embraced the reform 
Program to be successful at the polls so that it can be the 
beneficiaries of their success? 


[Hamrouche] Our objective, on the one hand, ‘5 to 
enable all the different political currents of opinion to 
€volve—to have the means to organize and represent a 
part ©. the population, a part of public opinion. As for 
the rest, let us speak frankly rather than speak in terms of 
party members or individuals. It 1s a question of 
knowing whether the government is going to create its 
OWN majority, or continue to be a government that will 
attempt, through the FLN, to win greater approval. The 
two possibiltties are not mutually exclusive. We shall 
encourage everyone to organize, and we are demanding 
the reorganization of the FLN. 


It goes without saying that if the political parties—apar 
from the FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] and perhaps 
Several other organizations—do not win a majority, the 
g0vernment will be obliged to organize its own forces 
and form a majority. If other majorities are formed, or if 
the FLN is strengthened, the government will be only too 
Pleased. There would then be an APN [National People’s 
Assembly] that would be representative of all politica! 
views, and that would obviously not displease me 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Is it your belief. Mr. Prime 
Minister, that you are already a party? 


[Hamrouche] Not at all. I just got through saying that the 
g0vernment is in a special period such as one does not 
€xperience more than once in a lifetime. We are trying to 
Manage this transition between two systems with max- 
imum stability and maximum caution, while seeking to 
enable ev eryone to have maximum opportunity to move 
Our society into a pluralist system 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] To return to your balance 
Sheet, Mr. Prime Minister, and to your judgment that 
your government ts one of transition: you have made a 
number of promises and certain members of your 
administration have made a number of commitments 
We would like to discuss the issue of corruption. You 
have denounced corruption publicly. On ‘Meet the 
Press” you stated in response to a question, that your 
enemy was not the FIS but the “mafia” that manipulated 
50 billion DA [Algerian dinars]. With the affair of the 
“26 billion,” however, that rationale has revealed its 
limitations. What has your government turned over to 
the APN as a dossier of corruption? This question relates 
to what you only recently called the “contract of confi 
dence.” 
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{Hamrouche] | am not all that fond of the term “govern- 
ment of transition.” | preter saying that our mission 1s to 
manage the transition. | have denounced corruption 
wher. people talk about it you get the 
impression that corruption exists Only in the area of 
foreign trade, whereas it exists in all areas of activity. It 
must be emphasized that sometimes corruption does not 
come in the classical forms such as bribes, for example 
The management of public property, the power to make 
arbitrary promotions, and the prerogatives of bureau- 
cracy go hand in hand with a form of corruption 
Purchasing for 20 million centimes a house that costs 
300 is a form of corruption. It 1s enriching oneself 
unjustifiably. The same thing goes on in connection with 
building sites. When you use quotas or waivers to 
purchase equipment in order to resell it on the parallel 
market, that too 1s corruption. That is the system we 
want to change, and it must change! 


| oday how evel 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] There are, nonetheless, the 
big crooks. It 1s those who should perhaps be put on trial 
That is where public opinion feels your rationale has its 
limitations. When we know that names are being circu 
lated, public opinion wants some “heads” in order to 
reestablish confidence 


|[Hamrouche] The problem ts a little more complicated 
than that! It 1s easy to yield to the temptation to hand 
over a few heads! Provided, of course, that you have 
As a matter of principle 
we cannot convict people on the basis of hearsay. A 
person is by definition, and in accordance with the 
principle of justice, innocent until proven guilty. What 
we have denounced 1s the root causes. It 1s the system 
itself that harbors corruption and allows unjustified 
enrichment. This 1s why we are demanding that the 
system be changed by establishing rules of openness that 
will prevent all forms of manipulation. Under the system 
that has been in effect, one’s education and personal 
morality were the only obstacles to theft and corruption 
The belief was that the best way to protect society was 
through the use of quc 1s, market commissions, and the 
foreign trade monopoly law. The result obtained was just 
the opposite. When you examine the transactions, they 
appear to be in conformity with the law. When all the 
conditions and procedures required by law are complied 
with, it is difficult to establish that someone has received 
commissions. This is why we are saying that the system 
is in question, that it must be chai sed. Now that names 
are being passed around by word of mouth, it 1s often 
necessary to put them in the context of the petty political 
activity that still plays an important role tn political 
spheres. When the object 


dossiers, that you have proot 


, to destroy someone, the best 
way is to drop a hint that a particular person 1s impli 
cated in this or that affair. | by no means intend to say 
that all this malicious gossip 1s political manipulation 
and intended to exert pressure. | am merely pointing out 
the different motives that le behind rumors and how 
hard it 1s today to sort them out. On the other hand, if 
proof of corruption is established, the courts will have to 


render « verdict within the framework of the law, acting 


with complete independence 








JPRS-NEA-91-002 
7 January 199] 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE}] it 
Of a retorm ot the system that the transition to autonomy 
on the part of the enterprises would be able to unfreeze 
tf information and make it possible gradu 
however, 1s that 


IS precisely in the context 


the sources 
ally to achieve openness. Our view 
something 1s amiss somewhere. The participation funds 
are in a State of complete lethargy. People think that the 
Structures created to implement autonomy have reached 
the limit of their effectiveness. Some say it is a kind of 
“self-freezing.” 


[Hamrouche] We have people who possess vast manage 

rial experience in the public sector. Today they are being 
asked to make a change and enter into competition—to 
take risks in their own field of activity. A managerial 
decision 1s henceforth also a commercial decision. It is a 
difficult thing. Asking people to try to obtain thei 
money on the financial market ts difficult because they 
are in the habit of receiving a memorandum of individ 
ualization of the plan instructing that the bank releas¢ 
the tunds. The changes obviously require other kinds of 
behavior, other types of risk 
new to us although they are common practice in other 


and approaches that are 
countries. The participation funds were perhaps unable 


to adapt and produce a result as rapidly as one had 
hoped, and there is also the fact that they were not 
Sulficiently provided with documents or resources 
While it 1s true that many laws have been changed. th 

remain some to be reexamined, beginning with the Civ 


Code and the Commercial 
capital market—also remains to be 


( ode. A tinancial market ’ 


created 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] When do you think vou w« 
get the financial market? 
[Hamrouche] Some time in 1991; that 1s the target dat 


does not hay 


reforme 


[AWGERIE ACTUALITE] But the public 
a very good understanding of the goals of th 
Public opinion often equates them with a brutal 
nomic liberalism because the people are apparently not 
well informed. There is not much communication. 
Stated at your inauguration that yours would be a go 
ernment of communication 
(Hamrouche] With regard to what you call communica 
tion, we may perhaps have been lacking in initiative and 
imagination. But I do think that we have communicated 
tO a great extent. We have communicated with the 
citizens, with the associations, and with the cadres. W 
are also a government that wants t 
their responsibilities. We have never forced anyone to 
space for our activities. We have accordingl\ 


let people 3°sum¢ 


reserve 
done away with the practice of summoning the press to 
cover these activities. For the most part we provid 
information, and that 1s all. Without accusing anyone, | 
believe the press is also passing through a period 
idaptation—adaptation that it 1s attempting to act 

with a maximum of integrity and the least damage and 
disruption possible. Everyone is assuming a part 
responsibility for this change that our country is und 


going 
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[ALGER!IE ACTUALITE] You are returning from a 
tour. At Souk Ahras, for example, you came into contact 
with the extent of the employment problem, which has 
its roots in industry and in agriculture. In the case of 
industry, the object is to restart the machines, but in the 
ase Of agriculture, you made some very important 
commitments when you met with the nationalized land- 
owners. What are your views on revision of the land 


Statute 


(Hamrouche] The results posted by agriculture after 20 
years are catastrophic. On the self-managed farms, costs 
have far exceeded receipts and capital assets are deteri- 
Funds invested are wasted or only barely 
ecouped. Private ownership of property is recognized 
by the Constitution of 23 February, and therefore once 
the work of reform, restitution, and compensation for 
the nationalized lands is completed, the agricultural 
nds will be transferred to the peasants. We want to 


; 
reat 


restore the confidence of the peasants and renew thei 


t t . 
OTaltil 2 


ties to the land 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Isnt that a strictly economx 


approach 


{[Hamrouche] It is also political—and philosophical! The 
uprooting of our people began in 1830 with the confis 
cation of agricultural lands because, other than this bond 
with the land, what remains for people to detend”? Their 
physical person? It is very easy to eliminate the physical 
person through famine, ignorance, and deculturation. In 
reality, we are repairing the serious harm done to society 
ver a period of 132 years. When the Algerians know 
hat they are owners of the land, they will defend it more 
strongly than they will their own persons—and we will 


th have consolidated our own independence 


ALGERIE ACTUALITE] It ts said that some prom: 
nt persons have apparently used the restructuration of 
these lands as an opportunity for personal profit. Is that 


»* 


Hamrouche] We have asked that the lists be posted in 
the communes and that the press monitor the story on 
the spot. According to an initial estimate, approximately 

OO cases are not in conformity with the agricultural 
aw. That is clear. It is true that some prominent 
hildren of prominent persons, are involved 
which was based on the distribu 


retorn | 


4 , | | 
Stil the old system 
tion of privileges 


ACTUALITE] You speak of the old system 
impossible today to obtain a building site, o1 


([ALGERII 
as if it were 
in apartment, through influence Has the old system 
really ended 


It has not entirely ended. The government 


strving to enu it. That takes time and requires rules that 
| inambiguo is and peopl A ne nave nlaved th parr 
[ha Snot easy. but we are determine d to succeed 

[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] The “public sector versus 
prival eCTOT qd hate mS No} et very learcut Many 
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government cadres consider, for example, that a public 
sector SARI [expansion not given]—which would there- 
fore be regulated by commercia! !aws—is capitalist. 


{Hamrouche] Every time that problems of efficiency are 
Stated in terms of the rules of the marketplace, people 
attack us on ideological grounds. When the decision was 
made to reform the public sector, we were accused of 
being liquidators of that sector. We are, however, the 
children of the public sector that we are protecting. But 
how does one tell the cadres and the workers today that 
protection of the public sector translates into perfor- 
mance, negotiability, and the commercial risk that a 
manager takes? There is no logic to justify not liqui- 
dating a public enterprise that goes bankrupt. Why 
should it be acceptable for an enterprise that is losing 
money to maintain a deficit? In the final analysis, it is 
the entire community that has to support these deficits, 
thereby impairing the ability to satisfy priority needs. 


In a government of laws, there can be no exception. 
From now on the same rules will apply to public enter- 
prise and private enterprise alike. Genuine competition 
will undoubtedly be established between the two sectors 
and the private sector will surely not be happy with this 
course of action, for in reality it tends to give the public 
sector all the opportunities that it has not had heretofore 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] If you had to describe the 
reforms in four or five words or a few concepts, what 
would you suggest? 


{Hamrouche] Initiative, openness, risk, negotiability, 
and efficiency—in the sense that people should take the 
initiative and take risks without seeking protection. 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] A series of events such as 
those in Berriane, for example, has not caused you to 
take a stand. That in turn has caused a part of the 
opposition to say that the government Js absenting itself 
from the scene. 


[Hamrouche] Please remember that when this govern- 
ment took office, it was charged with carrying out the 
reforms and stabilizing the social front. We have in fact 
stabilized the social front. As regards many of the events 
that have occurred, the government had to choose 
between using the truncheon—at a time when we were 
emerging from a drama that had left its mark on all of 
us—or trying to manage the situation methodically while 
bringing people back to their senses without, however, 
preventing the courts from judging and punishing those 
who are guilty. We have chosen the iatter course. We 
believed that this government should confine itself to 
this educational role, one oriented toward debate and 
dialogue rather than confrontation and conflict among 
the political factions. The object is not to push society 
toward a logic of conflict or even of civil war. That is why 
one of our first decisions was to cancel the authorization 
to demonstrate so as to enable everyone to express their 
views. I believe that today our country 1s evolving 
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socially and politically at minimum cost, by compari- 
son—of course—with other countries that have under- 
gone a similar process. 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Berriane is an important pre- 
cedent, and people have the impression that the institu- 
tions charged with implementing the “government of 
laws” are not reacting to it. 


[Hamrouche] We wanted first to establish the conditions 
necessary for calm. This region has experienced similar 
events in the past. it is nothing new. Aware of what 1s at 
Stake in an event of this sort, we have tried to calm the 
people and to learn the underlying causes of this malaise 
Neither democracy nor the multiparty system are the 
causes. 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Has democracy made these 
causes public? 


[Hamrouche] Yes, but petty politics has exacerbated 
them. It is because this problem 1s deepseated that it 
does not lend itself to publicity, nor to an official 
position on the part of the government. There are 
problems that can be solved locally, through dialogue. It 
is true that some politicians are talking about the absence 
of the government. People are still accustomed to an 
omnipresent government, which 1s there to arbitrate and 
to make decisions.... Our objective today 1s to attain a 
higher level of the concept of the state, which presup- 
poses that every Algerian is a free person and is capable 
of acting accordingly. This vision 1s not compatible with 
the perpetual presence of a police state. The problem 1s 
perhaps also that these people who are today criticizing 
the absence of the government are often those who 
themselves—under the old system—exploited the gov- 
ernment for their own profit. Now that they see their 
protectors loosen the reins, they proclaim that there is no 
longer a government. Let us be serious! 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] The most recent rearrange- 
ments of the government have been interpreted by 
certain parties as a concession to the Islamic movement 
What is your interpretation? 


{[Hamrouche] We are a government charged with car- 
rying the reforms through to a successful conclusion with 
one sole credo: to help our country emerge from the 
economic crisis and help the political parties organize 
To accomplish this we need a homogeneous team—a 
team that will work together and that believes firmly in 
the reforms. This is the meaning of the most recent 
reorganization. To which one must add the important 
decision taken by the president to fill the post of minister 
of defense—a decision that is also in line with the 
reforms being carried out in our country and with the 
strengthening of the Constitution and its implementa- 
tion. That is the only interpretation possible. As for 
alliances, they are not made at the top; they must be 
made at the bottom. When you know what each party 
stands for and what influence it has in our society, then 
you can decide. It is not yet clear. I believe that the 
coming months will clarify matters 
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[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] There have been personnel 
changes in the top echelon of the security services. Are 
we witnessing the dissolution of the political police? 


[Hamrouche] There is no political police. It is true that 
in the past things were confused. As between the securit' 
of the state and the security of the system, everything was 
intermingled. In view of the reforms, it is very important 


to clarify the role of each, the field of intervention of 


each. This is what we are now doing. The time has come 
to reorganize this sector and give it back its powers to 
protect the state vis-a-vis foreign countries. That is 
normal and it is what is done everywhere in the world 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] So it is your opinion that 
there is no political police organization in Algeria? 


{Hamrouche] Today there are no political police in 
Algeria. 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Was its dissolution the main 
demand of Mr. Ait Ahmed, for example? 


[Hamrouche] I understand Mr. Ait Ahmed, who lived a 
life of fear abroad for a long time. He experienced tragic 
events and he suffered a great deal in 1963 and 1964. He 
may have been under surveillance abroad. It has 
undoubtedly become an obsession with him. Today, 
people are not arrested for their opinions. 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Are the preventive security 
offices (BSP) still in existence? 


{Hamrouche] Four mc nths ago, a directive was issued 
announcing their elimination. Everyone ought to know 
that. 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Do you maintain relations 
with the heads of the political parties? 


{[Hamrouche] I meet with them, I talk with them. with 
only one exception. Allow me to refrain from men- 
tioning his name. You probably iow who it 1s 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Then he has not returned” 
{Hamrouche] No, he is in Algeria. 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Ben Bella ts returning. This 
will be a new factor in the political picture. What is your 
assessment of this event? 


{Hamrouche] In my capacity as head of government, | 
am not obliged to make an assessment. Ahmed Ben Bella 
is obviously a former head of state. He is a person of 
importance. He is a man who has made his mark on the 
history of Algeria and has decided to return, because he 
believes the conditions exist for the democratic exercise 


of politics. So much the better. Algeria profits when all of 


its children who want to engage in politics do so from 
inside the country. The important thing 1s that everyone 
accept the rules of the game 
democracy; that is the meaning of the reforms. His 
actions on the scene will demonstrate whether he 1s a 
genuine democrat—a nationalist who does not want to 


[hat is the meaning of 
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push his country into futile conflicts—and whether he ts 
willing to enter into a debate of ideas and mobilize 
people around a program. | have no reason to doubt a 
priori the integrity of any politician. The people will 
judge for themselves the credibility of one argument in 
comparison with another 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] On the eve oi .he reopening 
of school, with all its deadlines, what is your point of 
view? 


{[Hamrouche] Up to now the debate concerning educa- 
tion has been distorted, because it has been reduced to a 
debate concerning Arabization. People are forgetting the 
main issue: what is the product of our educational 
sysiem? There are certain constraints, to be sure. We are 
very sympathetic to the demands of the teachers, and we 
have improved their working conditions to the extent of 
our ability. Perhaps we shall be able to do more in the 
future. But the system needs to evolve, and I would even 
say that it needs to have a revolution in teaching 
methods and teacher training. The educational environ- 
ment must undergo constant change. The gap that sepa- 
rates us from the developed countries 1s enormous, and 
we cannot be content to freeze the system at a given 
educational level. The debate is not over whether we 
need the “fundamental” school. | shall fight to prevent 
the democratization of education from being called into 
question again. All the children of Algeria have a right to 
an education. But I say, take heed! We ask the question 
Does the sysiem give our children the tocis they need to 
accepi the challenge of the children of the other nations 
with some chance of success? 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] What is your answer to that 
question? 


{Hamrouche] The answer ts no! And I have said 1t before 
It 1s an important, basic problem. If the situation 
requires a referendum, we shall move toward a refer- 
endum on the educational question. It 1s a system that 1s 
very costly for the community, with the loss of 250,000 
pupils per year at the present time. A system of 7 million 
children that cannot produce as many as 20,000 univer- 
sity graduates is deficient! Socioprofessional problems 
do exist; they can be discussed, and we are willing to 
discuss them. But we must look at what is mainly at 
stake: what is the qualitative and quantitative output of 
that system” 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] In that case, should we 
abandon the republican system of education and provide 
for private schools? 


(Hamrouche}] The republican school system should 
remain strong and be expanded. But it can and must do 
better. If parents whose children have failed turn to a 
mutual or associational system of education in order to 
recover the lost ground, [ see no problem with that 
provided of course that the state exercises control over 
the curricula. A kind of private school already exists in 
the form of the evening classes 
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|ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Why are the meetings with 
the heads of the political parties not made public? 


|Hamrouche] May | explain that I met with the party 
leaders this summer, sometimes at their request, some- 
times at my request. Generally speaking, we made a 
general survey of the social and political evolution of our 
country, and sometimes also of a specific aspect of the 
situation. !n the beginning some of the parties preferred 
that this kind of meeting not be made public. I agreed 
and it became the practice. Some parties that are not 
opposed to the government openly would rather not 
announce their cooperation with the government openly. 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] You Say very little about your 
trips abroad. It 1s even said that you met with Mitter- 
rand 


[Hamrouche] I did not go officially. I have enough work 
to do here. But I was induced to leave on a specific 
mission entrusted to me by the president of the republic. 
[hat is why the mission was not made public. 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] If you were to leave today, 
would you go to Baghdad or Riyadh? 


[Hamrouche] It is hard to imagine a head of government 
going to that region, for the moment at least 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] In that conflict, where do 
your sympathies lie? 


[Hamrouche] My sympathies lie with the Arab peoples— 
with the Iraqi, Kuwaiti, and Saudi peoples—who are, 
generally speaking, absent from the news. 

te 


|ALGERIE ACTUALITE] Can you say a word about the 
debt and financial situation of Aigeria? 


(Hamrouche] From the political standpoint, things are 
going well. Thank God. Suppose we had agreed to a 
rescheduling of the debt? We would today be under the 
control of the IMF. The situation is evolving favorably 
tor Algeria 


[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] We are asking you personally: 
have you had occasion to want to “chuck it all’ because 
of fatigue and spend some time with your children, for 
example? 


(Hamrouche]} No, not in that precise a manner. I am a 
father, | have three children: two little girls who attend 
school and a baby. It 1s true, however, that I would like 
to be with my children, go out, take a stroll.... In the 
political area, however, I have never been tempted to 
quit. I like to fight, out in the open. And especially today, 
when the nation 1s making a historic change of direction. 
That is what | am doing, although I realize that in a few 
months, perhaps in a few weeks, or even in a few days I 
shall no longer be at the head of the government. I urge 
the members of my cabinet to work hard. They have not 
even taken any vacations, because I think the situation 
can—and must—be improved. 
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[ALGERIE ACTUALITE] What, in your opinion, is the 
Algerian identity? 


{[Hamrouche] The Algerian personality has been 
enriched over the years by a number of cultures. It has 
also been enriched by Islam, into which tt was integrated 
But no one will tell me that I am closer to an Afghan o1 
a Saudi than to a Kabyle or a Chaoui of the Aures. | am 
the Chaoui, the Oranais, the Sahraoui, the Targui, the 
Ibadite, and of course the Arab. That is what Algeria is 
and that is what the Algerian is. I recall that during the 
debates over the constitution people were saying: Is 
Algeria a people or a nation?” A compromise was reached 
and people said that Algeria was a people and a nation 
At that time I was already convinced that Algeria is a 
nation. 


President of National Assembly Discusses 
Political Situation 


914A0127C Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINI 
in French 15 Nov 90 p 22 


[Interview with president of National Assembly 
Abdelaziz Belkhadem by Z.G.; date and place not given 
“Mr. Abdelaziz Belkhadem, President of National 
Assembly, to REVOLUTION AFRICAINE: ‘The Day 
Differences Will Be Handled Better....°”] 


[Text] Bitat’s resignation on Wednesday, 3 October 
after he had been received by the president of the 
republic has in a way kept the authors of the motion of 
censure from going all the way with their initiative. A bit 
uneasy because of the odd situation the assembly was in, 
the deputies suddenly realized the need for stability 
which would guarantee better, healthier collaboration 
between them and the executive. A few weeks after the 
theatrical performance that produced a flood of ink, we 
asked the president of the APN [People’s National 
Assembly], Mr. Abdelaziz Belkhadem, to explain to us 
how the present assembly could be pluralistic, as he had 
recently stated it could on the national radio station 


“It 1s very simple! One can see it in the debates and 
quarrels over procedure, for example. We more or less 
know that there are three or four MDA [Movement for 
Democracy in Algeria] activists, one founding member: 
of MAJD [Algerian Movement for Justice and Demox 
racy], and still others who have not declared ther 
affiliations. It is a pity that not enough of the deputies 
declared their political affiliations to make it possible to 
constitute parliamentary delegations and thus pave the 
way for the future assembly. We imust congratulat 
ourselves on the fact that the deputies on the whole quit 
agree to differences [in affiliation].” 


[Z.G.] A group of deputies is supposed to file a motion of 
censure. What exactly 1s that? 


{Belkhadem] Like you, I have indeed heard talk of this 
motion, but what is involved is a constitutional measur 
that grants deputies certain prerogatives. Why must it be 
seen as a sign of defiance? What is not very well 
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understood outside of the assembly is that it is just as 
much a deputy’s right to oppose, contest, or criticize an 
action by the government and therefore work for the 
adoption of a motion as it 1s his duty to support an action 
by a government formed by the same political party as 
his own. In a multiparty system one must learn to defend 
a government that belongs to the same majority, espe- 
cially during a transitional phase a few months away 
trom elections 


[Z.G.| Did the last parliamentary session with members 
of the BP-FLN [Political Bureau-National Liberation 
Front] in the presence of the head of the government lead 
to anything concrete? 


[Belkhadem] Actually, that session contributed toward 
anchoring traditions and preserving ties between elected 
representatives and their political parties. I think that in 
tuture, with the multiparty system, the real holders of 
political power ought to be inside the hemicycle [1.e., the 
National Assembly]. That way, we will avoid having to 
sit side by side with groups which, instead of working 
concurrently with the government, constitute opposing 
poles. The parliamentary session enabled us to outline a 


useful and productive dialogue on the development of 


the party and the relations that should exist between the 
government and the executive committee of the FLN, on 
the one hand, and the elected representatives and the 
party executive committee, on the other. In this phase of 
transition to a plural society realized by a multiparty 
assembly, if the popular vote so decides, it is important 
for us to lay the foundations for an effort to form 
relations that will promote dialogue with an eye to 
working for the realization of common objectives 


{[Z.G.] Have all the opposition parties declared them- 
selves on the electoral bill? 


{[Belkhadem] They are getting around to defending their 
points of view, explaining why they would like to either 
modify or add to it. Having said this, | would hope that 
we can build bridges to the political parties for the 
purpose of jointly working up a rough draft of an 
electoral law, which will be submitted to the deputies, 
and that awareness can be created in the parti_»s, consid- 
ering the diversity of ways of conducting the vote, which 
run from fully proportional representation to a majority 
vote based on a ticket. This range thus covers some 40 
different ways of voting. They must therefore be made 
aware of the fact that it is impossible to satisfy all of the 
parties concerning the choice of a way of voting. Since, if 
we were to opt for a majority ticket vote, those parties 
that do not have a great deal of popular support would 
accuse us of wanting to eliminate them. If, on the other 
hand, we were to opt for fully proportional representa- 
tion, the political landscape inside the hemicycle would 
be atomized and governments would be formed and 
dissolved at the caprice of coalitions. 


[Z.G.] The crisis 1s a general one. Do you have any other 
proposals for dealing with it? 
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[Belkhadem] First, | believe that dialogue alone will 
enable us to find equitable solutions to the problems the 
country 1s confronted with. Dialogue allows for differ- 
ences of opinion. There 1s only dialogue when there are 
differences. The day we know better how to handle our 
differences when setting a value on labor, rewarding 
effort, and not discrediting others for mean clannish or 
partisan purposes we will without a doubt succeed in 
solving our endogenous problems 


(Z.G.] People say that you are very close to the FIS 
(Islamic Salvation Front]. Is this true? 


[Belkhadem] What I have already said is that the FLN— 
or at least some FLN leaders—has gotten the bulk of its 
party members and the people to believe that their party 
is alienated from Islam. My intention, inch’allah [God 
willing], is to work within the FLN to once again focus 
people’s attention on the values set forth in November, 
which are none other than those of Islam. For this 
purpose, no one, nor any party has the right to set itself 
up as the repository of Islam, not even if it 1s a political 
movement that claims to represent Islam, because Islam 
belongs to the entire Algerian people. At any rate, we 
would have hoped that the FLN would implement the 
values of Islam to achieve social justice, combat social 
calamities, and apply its principles. It 1s true that we 
used to be a front that combined as many factions as 
there are political parties today 


FIS Leader Calls for Mobilization 


9/P40087A4 Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
23 Nor Y() p D4 


[Text] Abassi Madani, spokesman for the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), presided over a meeting Thursday 
afternoon in Oran 


In a stadium where thousands of supporters were gath- 
ered, Mr. Abassi Madani recommended to his audience 
that they “redouble their vigilance and mobilize in order 
to concretize the party’s objectives.” 


In his address, the FIS spokesman commented on the 
economic situation which prevails in the country. He 
promised the audience “the establishment of an Islamic 
system in the country in the near future based on the 
precepts of the Koran.’ Mr. Abassi Madani then 
exclaimed: “After that we will go ahead to confront the 
Arab Gulf and Palestine issues, which call for our 
attention.” 


In his speech, the FIS spokesman warned his audience 
about what, in his opinion, is “the misinformation 
spread by the media.” Along these same lines, the 
speaker invited his supporters to “anticipate verifying 
the fairness of the upcoming legislative elections” and 
informed them that the FIS will not hold a congress as 
long as the Islamic state envis:oned by the FIS 1s not 
established 
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In the course of the meeting, Mr. Abassi Madani told his 
audience that the communes presided over by FIS- 
elected officials have succeeded “in abolishing corrup- 
tion, nepotism, and favoritism.” 


Discussing the revolution of | November 1954, he 
declared: “The FIS is not opposed to the moudjahidine 
[veterans of the war of independence]; they are our 
brothers. We are perpetuating their ideas.” 


Islamic Nahda Party Leader on FIS, | lections 
9]4A0127B Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE 
in French 8 Nov 90 p 11 


[Interview with Islamic Nahda’s Sheik Abdallah Dya- 
ballah by Mustapha Bouchetib, in Constantine; date and 
place not given: “Sheik Abdallah Dyaballah of the 
‘Islamic Nahda’ to REVOLUTION AFRICAINE: ‘An 
Alliance Can Only Be Created in a State of Clarity’”’] 


[Text] The Islamic “*Nahda,” which has just held its first 
national conference behind closed doors and published 
its report, 1s in a fair way to becoming a party—a party 
inspired by Islam. Like the FIS [Islamic Salvation 
Front]. And, as a result, the FIS is no longer alone on the 
scene—just a few months away from the parliamentary 
elections. In Constantine, Sheik Abdallah Djyaballah 
explained the Islamic Nahda platform to our colleague. 


{[Bouchetib] What were your relations with the FIS up 
until you decided to part company with it? 


{Djaballah} The FIS is an Islamic political organization 
that emerged on the national scene after the February 
Constitution. It came into being independently of us and 
Our movement. Since its appearance on the scene as an 
Islamic political force, we have not ceased to offer it aid 
and have encouraged it with our support, even when its 
points of view do not agree with ours. The best example 
of this was our support of the FIS during the 12 June 
1990 election when our views on that election were in 
contradiction with one another. For our part, we at the 
time felt that we should no longer align ourselves with 
them for the 12 June election. The FIS was of the 
opposite opinion and we helped it to win the election to 
the best of our ability. We accredited the FIS \ 1th our 


votes at the polls and we did a lot to that end in terms of 


making people aware of it, etc. 


ut aside from that, we have always been jealous of our 
freedom of thought and action with regard to the insti- 
tution the FIS is. 


{Bouchetib] You are creating a political party inspired by 
religion just a few months away from the parliamentary 
elections. Does this step risk weakening the “Islamic 
parties,” foremost among them the FIS? Have you any 
comment? 


{Djaballah] We always intended to create a party, that 1s, 
proclaim its creation” in our particular case, and this 
has been so since the events of October 1988. The idea 
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crystallized after the February 1989 Constitution. But we 
have always dreamed of creating a party that is a 
collegium in nature, that is, one that is in synchronism 
with all the potential Islamic forces that exist in this 
country. But after what became evident on the national 
scene, after the adoption of the constitution in February 
1989, we submitted our application to the Interior 
Ministry for its approval. I feel that this action cannot 
weaken the FIS; on the contrary, it was done to 
Strengthen and consolidate it, it and all the Islamic 
factions evolving in Our sociopolitical landscape. | con- 
sider the act of constituting ourselves as a party to be a 
positive contribution to Islamic rallies, all of them 
confused factions. From my point of view, the advent of 
the Islamic Nahda must be viewed from an optimistic 
angle instead of cooling our heels in a state of useless 
pessimism and in the past. The positions we adopted 
moved in the direction of clarity, confidence, and calm. 
We cannot today depart from these principles. 


[Bouchetib] What are your differences with the FIS, if 
any? 


[Djaballah] There is no doubt that there are differences. 
The 90 percent of the crucial issues that have been 
raised, and which have to do with El Ijtihad, are ascribed 
to the lawmakers. In other words, they concern the form; 
they do not attack the substance 


There are obvious differences concerning the approach 
to social reforms. Differences of viewpoints on the 
established institutions and programs as well as on the 
solutions to apply to resolve the problems the individual, 
the society, and the state are facing. And also a difference 
on several points of order concerning deportment, cri- 
teria of selection, and also political debate. In spite of 
everything, this bundle of differences, we are convinced 
of our obligation on the following grounds, to wit: 


|. The phenomenon of the different approaches in El 
Ijtihad and the multiparty system. 

2. Recognition of each party and each group's (djemaa 
[village council]) merit. 

3. Dissociation with any partisan mentality or racial 
attitudes. 

4. Cooperation on points agreement and tolerance of 
points of divergence. With an end to all sorts 0! ..isults, 
malicious rumors, or slanderous statements. And to 
achieve this, we can say that the multiparty system 1s 
going to be varied, rich, and complementary. We hope 
that our operational brothers who sympathize with our 
points of view and those of others (FIS) will adopt the 
symbols of this slogan, namely: complementarity 1n 
diversity. 


[Bouchetib] Are you going to run in the parliamentary 
elections? 


[Djaballah] The parliamentary elections are not the main 
issue for us. What drove us to proclaim our party was the 
grandeur and nobility of our mission, which 1s, among 
others, one obviously beneficent way of realizing our 
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contribution to the establishment of objective condi- 
tions, which are imperative for realizing the Islamic 
platform. For these reasons, we intend to participate in 
the next parliamentary elections. We are for a single 
ticket (Nahda, FIS, IRCHAD [Guidance and Reform 
Party]), for competent, loyal, and strong candidates. 


Our confidence in our success is great because we feel 
that the next elections won't be about persons, but 
platforms, platforms that can offer the Islamic alterna- 
tive. Because the people of Algeria are of Muslim origin. 


These people who have tasted the bitterness of life under 
different regimes (socialist and liberal for the past year) 
are going to support the “Islamic platform” and its 
institutions, no matter what social class they belong to. 
Our chances of achieving this are good. 


[Bouchetib] What do you think of an alliance? Of the 
proliferation of parties? 


[Djaballah] We expressed our point of view clearly in our 
first declaration following the creation of our party. In 
Short, we [favorably] view an alliance, which is a treaty 
and a contract (for our good and in good faith, ““Tekwa’’) 
and a fundamental duty, if it is entered into with Islamic 
institutions. It may be tolerated with others under cer- 
tain conditions, which may be summed up as follows: 


e It 1s an imperative necessity. 

¢ It is an act of benefit to Islam. 

¢ It may not be entered into if it conflicts with Islamic 
principles. 
It must be based on a clear, specific objective. 
The Islamic element must be strong so that it may 
reap the benefits of such an alliance. In our move- 
ment, in the Nahda, our alliance with non-Islamic 
forces active on the national scene is not a necessity 


In conclusion, we are for an alliance of the Islamic forces 
that are active on the political scene. And for the 
proliferation of parties, which I consider to be natural in 
view of the nature of the regime that had governed 
harshly since incependence and that was the cause of the 
exclusion of political forces. When political openness 
was established, these forces emerged. But we think that 
this phenomenon will eventually weaken. Only a few will 
remain whose number will be counted on no more than 
the fingers of one hand. The rest will either merge with 
the powerful parties or ally themselves with them, or 
even cease their activities, on the one hand. And, on the 
other, a large number of the parties will go along with the 
party in power because it will have reduced their effec- 
tiveness and their influence on the political scene 
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Local Problems Cause FIS-FLN Confrontation 


9/P40087B Algiers ALGERIE-ACTUALITE in French 
22 Nov 90 p 13 


[All quotation marks as published] 


[Text] The People’s Communal Assembly [APC] in Ain 
Torki in the district of Miliana (controlled by the Islamic 
Salvation Front or FIS) no longer enjoys a good reputa- 
tion in the region. The people gathered at the APC 
headquarters this Monday, |2 November, to show their 
total disagreement with a method of administration 
which, it seems, has brought nothing concrete to its 
inhabitants. “They tricked us. By asking us to vote for 
the Koran, they led us to believe that we would be 
dealing with irreproachable men who would fight for 
right and justice. Now, six months later, we realize that 
they are incapable of managing the commune and that 
injustices still exist. We demand the dissolution of the 
APC and the holding of new elections.” 


The refusal of Mr. Boudjemai, president of the APC in 
Ain Torki, to work with the district and the authorities in 
charge has severely retarded the communal development 
program. The budget, released for this purpose, is dor- 
mant in the treasury of the administrative division. Mr. 
Boudjemai assumes his responsibilities practically alone; 
the two vice presidents, preoccupied with their profes- 
sional activities, are present in the APC headquarters 
only one day a week. One of them works in Kolea and the 
other in Ain Defla. 


Although the president of the APC has not shown much 
eagerness to manage the commune, he is accused “of 
being, on the other hand, very active and very accom- 
modating towards members of his family and certain 
relatives. This accommodation was demonstrated by 
awards of agricultural properties belonging to an EAC 
[expansion unknown], by the connection of water service 
for the head of the local FIS office, and by the use of the 
Bull computer rented by the APC to help members of 
this family. Some workers in the commune were laid off 
due to lack of planning. There were no debates for six 
months, but on 9 November the APC president made a 
speech at the mosque in Ain Torki. Why do only those 
people who pray have the right to speak?” 


A confrontation between the president of the APC and 
representatives of the population took place in the pres- 
ence of the head of the Miliana District. 


Mr. Boudjemai (who refused to receive us) was asked to 
respond to these accusations and other incidences of 
negligence or corruption on the local level. He defended 
himself timidly, arguing that, in any case, “the men who 
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were confronting him did not represent all of the popu- 
lation that elected him. I have no quarrel with the 
government, but I want everything to be done according 
to the law.”’ Often questioned aggressively by delegates 
who did not hide their membership in the FLN 
{National Liberation Front], he did not succeed in con- 
vincing many people in the audience. [The FIS members 


present in the room tried hard to come to the rescue of 


their leader, but the meeiing ended in status quo. 


“The two partes having been heard, | will pass it on to 
the central authority. The results will be rendered 
according to the law and the regulations in force,” said 
the head of the district. 


The FIS-FLN confrontation is not deteriorating—for the 
time being. 


Irchad’s Nahnah Addresses Constantine, Annaba 
Meetings 


Stress on Unity 


9/P40088A Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
23 Nov 90 p 24 


[Report by Said Lamari] 


[Text] It certainly looks as though the man in the street is 
getting used to freedom of speech. At least that is the 
conclusion that one draws from the rallies being held 
here and there. 


At Annaba, after the impressive popular meeting enliv- 
ened by ex-president Ahmed Ben Bella last weekend. 
Cheikh Nahnah, president of the El Irchad Oua El Islah 
[Guidance and Reform] Association, took a turn at 
conquering the public. Organized Thursday by El Irchad 
Qua El Islah, the meeting would have been a success 
even without its obvious capacity to mobilize and orga- 
nize. And the speaker, using his talent to turn a phrase, 
certainly would have captivated the crowd present at 
Chabou Stadium. Themes of national as well as interna- 
tional importance and relevancy and, obviously, subjects 
relating to the Islamic movement were discussed at 
length. 


In his analysis of national problems, Cheikh Nahnah 
dwelled a moment on the people’s djihad [holy war] 
during the colonial period which “brought forth” | 
November 1954 by unifying “the sons of the Islamic 
nation.’’ Using questions, Nahnah connected this 
thought with the situation the country is undergoing at 
present. For example: Is it through injustice that we pay 
homage to our glorious martyrs? Are the hunger, the 


unemployment, and the misery that a great proportion of 


the population is enduring the ideas of November? 


In other respects, turning to questions dealing with the 
Islamic movement, Cheikh Nahnah rejected fascist lan- 
guage. In particular he maintained that “the universal 
Islamic plan” 1s based above all on “right, justice, choura 
[consultation], and respect for others.” This is an idea 
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which he reiterated during the meeting with journalists, 
affirming on the subject of incidences of overstepping 
the law which are multiplying in several regions of the 
country, “that the right to be different that the el-ijtihad 
[individual judgnient of Islamic law] strengthens in a 
true democracy does not signify any threat to the Islamic 
nation. That is why our watchword (the association’s) 
remains unity and therefore we do not want the country 
to split up.” Nevertheless, the speaker contended that 
the incidences of overstepping in question ‘are due only 
to the present circumstances in our country, which ts 
going through a difficult period.” 


Cheikh Nahnah ts nevertheless pleased with the multi- 
plicity of discussions among Islamic factions, even if 
they denote differences of opinion since, he affirms, 
“one-way discussion inevitably equals dictatorship.” 


The Islamic program, which aims to be an alternative 
form of government, will take control by djihad— 
economic, social, and cultural djihad—he states insis- 
tently. 


Call for Dialogue 


91P40088B Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
25 Nov 90 p 24 


[Text] In a meeting Friday before a large audience in 
Constantine, Mr. Mahmoud Nahnah, president of E! 
Irchad Oua El Islah Association, denounced “the cult of 
personality which is preventing the establishment of 
calm.” 


Sound education and dialogue with all political organi- 
zations are necessary, and dialogue can only be estab- 
lished with those very ones whose ideas and opinions 
differ from ours politically and ideologically, he said in 
substance. 


“A well-conceived list of priorities will prevent us from 
getting ahead of schedule and will enable us to gain 
ground using rational methods and a common denom- 
nator. Dialogue must be established with non-Islamists. 
We are all Muslims,” affirmed Mr. Mahmoud Nahnah, 
who also stressed “the completion of the educational 
process and gradual development without undue haste 
or shock in order to guarantee social stability.” 


Answering a question on the recent experiences of the 
elected assemblies, the El-Irchad president responded 
that “the shortage and, at times, nonexistence of expert- 
ence have led to excesses or to increases in errors by 
administrative executives.’ He added on the same sub- 
ject that, “Experience will come.” 


‘Pluralism is a popular demand. On this subject we need 
not be taught. We are not among those who try to fly 
with only one wing,’ Mr. Nahnah declared in the 
meeting as well as during a press conference 


Regarding the question of women, Mr. Nahnah empha- 
sized “the woman’s necessary role” in the edification of 
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society. ‘““We cannot forfeit 50 percent of society,” he 
Stated with characteristic humor. 


For the president of El Irchad Oua El Islah, ‘the chal- 
lenge is worldwide. At a time when economic, mcnetary, 
and military communities are forming, we are tearing 
each other apart over the use of the same microphone in 
the same mosque.” Mr. Nahnah concluded with a mes- 
sage about the nobility of the journalistic profession, 
which is “strongly attached to justice and truth.” 


Demonstrators Protest Against Economic 
Conditions 


Farmers in Oran 


9/4400914 Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
23 Oct 90 p 4 


{Unattributed article: “Farmers From Oran and Reli- 
zane Up in Arms’; first paragraph is EL MOUDJAHID 
introduction] 


[Text] On Sunday approximately 400 farmers from the 
wilaya of Oran took part in a march organized under the 
aegis of the Wilaya Union of Algerian Farmers to protest 
the poor conditions and the climate of insecurity under 
which they work 


Working through a delegation, participants in this 
march, which kicked off from the neighborhood of Dar 
El-Beida on the outskirts of town and went to the seat of 
the wilaya, presented a list of grievances to the head of 
the wilaya’s cabinet. 


In this list the wilaya’s farmers complained specifically 
about the way in which needed agricultural equipment, 
phytosanitary products, fertilizers, and seeds were made 
available to them, and they called for a review of the 
prices of all of the same products, which have not 
stopped climbing from year to year. The farmers also 
called for a clean-up of the environment and an improve- 
ment in working conditions at EAC’s [expansion not 
given] and Infrastructure Application Schools [EAI]. 


The complaints also concerned the setting up of a bank 
especially reserved for the agricultural sector, a review of 
interest rates, which are currently at 13 percent, a 
simplification of administrative and financial proce- 
dures, settling the problem of debts not owed, defending 
the rights of landowners, the immediate setting up of 
property laws, and revocation of iaw 73/71 concerning 
the agrarian revolution. 


The delegation of farmers also raised the problem of the 
lawsuit between the military sector and farmers tilling an 
area of fields in Bousfer currently claimed by the military 
sector 


On this particular point, the head of the cabinet of the 
wilaya of Oran announced that, as of that moment, work 
was already under way to ascertain which land truly 
belonged to the military sector 
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With regard to the other grievances, which, in any event, 
are national-level grievances, the representative of the 
wilaya stated that he was aware of them, and that they 
would be passed on to the appropriate central authori- 
lies. 


Farmers in Relizane 


9/4A0091B Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
23 Oct 90 p 4 


[Unattributed article: “No Confidence in Directors of 
Branches of Agricultural Banks”’] 


[Text] Farmers from the wilaya of Relizane who gath- 
ered Sunday at the headquarters of the Wilaya Union of 
Algerian Farmers spoke of the difficulties and problems 
facing the agricultural sector. 


The dec! ine in purchasing power, the drop in production 
of basic products such as potatoes or onions, the rise in 
the prices of these products, and inadequate monetary 
support from the government were at the center of 
speeches and debate 


Those present approved a list of grievances that will be 
sent on to the head of government and the relevant 
national and regional agencies. This list, made up of 15 
points, emphasized the necessity of guaranteeing the 
legitimate rights of landowners and of settling once and 
for all the suits between some of the latter and national- 
ized owners. 


Those present also asked for enforcement of the 6 May 
decision of the Council of Ministers concerning the 
establishment of a bank to deal with the agricultural 
sector as well as carrying forward of credit refunds and a 
credit exemption for fellahs affected by the drought, plus 
a review of the interest rate, currently at 13.4 percent. 


The farmers also demanded an improvement in their 
working conditions, specifically the drawing up of a 
hydraulic irrigation plan, permission to survey under- 
ground water levels, the need for adequate financial 
Support in this area, and making available to them 
needed equipment and products. 


At the end of this gathering, participants decided to 
express their lack of confidence in the directors of the 
branches of agricultural banks, given the obstacles they 
continue to throw up. 


The possibility of organizing a peaceful march was also 
agreed to if these grievances were not acted on. 


Unemployed Youth in Oued El Bardi 


9]AA0091C Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
23 Oct 90 p 4 


[Unattributed article: “Police Break Up Demonstration 
by Youths in Sidi-Khaled”’] 


[Text] On Saturday, at approximately 1700 hours, the 
unit of the national police of the wilaya of Bouira in 
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charge of maintaining public order stepped in to break 
up an all-day-long demonstration by unemployed youths 
who had blocked the highway leading to the Sidi Khaled 
industrial zone in the commune of Oued El Bardi 
(Ain-Bessem). Demonstrators’ grievances specifically 
concerned employment and transportation. 


According to the police unit commandant, the action led 
to the arrests of 10 people, one of whom was a minor 
who was immediately released. The nine others were 
taken to the tribunal of Ain-Bessem and conditionally 
released after their hearing before the judge. 


Sunday was marked by a demonstration of about 60 people 
near the same area. During this peaceful demonstration, 
demonstrators held banners calling for their professional 
integration. The police unit on the scene spread out around 
the industrial zone to see to it that workers wishing to 
report to work were not interfered with. 


The Sidi Khaled industrial zone, which was cut off all 
day Saturday, includes several companies such as the 
National Ent-rprise for Refining and Distributing Petro- 
leum Products [NAFTAL], where petroleum is put in 
barrels (115 workers), the National Enterprise of Indus- 
trial Gas [ENGI] (85 workers), and a unit of the National 
Enterprise of Passenger Transport (80 workers). 


The move by the national police was decided upon, 
according to the wali, who received a group of the young 
people in the presence of the daira head and the president 
of the People’s Communal Assembly [APC], after all 
attempts at dialogue and every solution initiated by the 
local authorities at every level had failed. “At stake is 
respect for the law, which is above everyone,” the wali 
Stated. 


As a reminder, last Wednesday the head of the daira of 


Ain-Bessem met with the directors of all the enterprises 
located in the industria! zone and in this context informed 
the Algerian Press Service [APS] correspondent that four 
positions would be offered to the NAFTAL complex at the 
start of the week, plus six other temporary positions at the 
end of October, and the creation of 20 others early next 
January, again at the complex. 


Furthermore, 150 jobs are expected when the National 
Mechanical Engineering Company [SONACOME] gets 
off the ground in 1991, this in addition to the five 
apprenticeship positions with the Enterprise for Pas- 


senger Transport and the five others at the Enterprise of 


Industrial Gas. 


Furthermore, the same source indicated that dialogue is 
being pursued, specifically on the issue of setting up a 
management enterprise that would allow jobs to be 
created. Last, a work calendar will be put together for the 
private enterprises located at the site. 


Finally, also worthy of note was local initiative on the 
issue of reconverting a depot in the commune of Oued 
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El-Bardi into 10 offices to be used by youth, plus 
developing 54 parcels of land to help create jobs. 


All of these measures were brought to the attention of the 
authorities last Thursday afternoon. 


Residents of Khemissa Commune 


914A0091D Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
23 Oct 90 p4 


{Article from Algerian Press Service: “*Roads Blocked in 
Khemissa’’] 


[Text] All Sunday morning, residents of the commune of 
Khemissa, in the daira of Sedrata, blocked the highway 
linking the wilaya capital of Souk Ahras to the daira of 
Sedrata. 


Located midway between these two urban centers, the 
commune of Khemissa has more than 3,000 inhabitants 
who hoped, with their dissatisfaction movement, to 
demand an improvement in their social situation (an 
opening of the highway, AEP [expansion not given], 
rural elecirification, and transport). 


As a basically agricultural commune, Khemissa is made 
up of scattered houses. 


In the early afternoon, the head of the daira of Sedrata 
met with the inhabitants of Khemissa and dealt with all 
of the issues which were at the root of this protest 
movement. 


The national police stepped in to reestablish regular 
traffic. No incidents were reported. The inhabitants 
dispersed calmly. 


Residents of Ouled-M’ Hamed 


9/AAO09IE Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
23 Oct 90 p 4 


{Unattributed article: “...And in Ouled M’Hamed”] 


[Text] On Sunday almost 300 people residing in Ouled- 
M’Hamed (commune of Zana El-Beida), in the daira of 
Seriana (wilaya of Batna) halted traffic on national 
highway 75 (Batna-Setif) at the spot called Roknia by 
blocking the road with rocks. 


The decision to block the road was made, according to 
citizens with whom the Algerian Press Service spoke, in 
the aftermath of the refusal by the People’s Communal 
Assembly of Zana El-Beida to receive a citizen delega- 
tion. The latter then entered APC [People’s Communal 
Assembly] headquarters, made employees leave, and 
closed the APC (the majority of which was Islamic 
Salvation Front [FIS]), and the kasma of the National 
Liberation Front [FLN] Party before handing over the 
keys to the unit of the national police. 


According to information gathered Monday from the 
wilaya’s national police unit, the highway ts still closed to 
traffic. 
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Commentary on Meaning of Democracy for 
Various Parties 

91440130A Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE 
in French 15 Nov 90 p 9 


[Article by Akli Saim: “Political Parties: To Each Its 
Own Kind of Democracy!”] 


[Text] If there is a political concept characterized by 
extraordinary elasticity and that can be poured into any 
mold whatsoever, it is certainly the concept of democ- 
racy. Since it was created by the Greeks, this concept has 
spread at a fearsome rate to the point where all political 
regimes, including totalitarian regimes and monarchies, 
claim to be democratic! 


Also, even in those countries that are really democratic, 
if we take as an indication of this the free exercise of 
individual and collective, political, and economic free- 
doms, we note that this concept does not in any way 
correspond to a single definition. The distortions 
existing between political motivations, social classes, 
and economic positions are often behind the diversity 
that is typical of the definition of this concept. 


And Algeria, which has opted for a democrai.c regime, 
even though it has since 1962 called itself the ““Demo- 
cratic and Popular Republic of Algeria,” is experiencing 
this proliferation of definitions and perceptions of 
democracy to the point where we note much more 
“democracy” than democrats. Political pluralism, that— 
at least for the present—continues to be the only basic 
index of the existence of a democracy, has given birth to 
over 30 political parties spread over the whole political 
“spectrum” (left, right, center), all of which claim to be 
democratic. 


For the FLN [National Liberation Front] party, plural 
democracy is a long-term experiment and the only guar- 
antee of success and continuity of the enthusiasm for 
democracy inherent in all factions and political forces 
joining hands in a national consensus that will set aside 
internal conflicts and emphasize the virtues of dialogue; 
a dialogue that will deal with problems involving 
national issues. For this democratic experiment to suc- 
ceed, all the conditions necessary for citizens to express 
themselves freely and also the conditions for really 
responsible political debate must be met. In this context, 
Mr. Mehri has renewed the proposal “‘to set up a national 
commission composed of Algerians who are competent 
and capable of considering a national plan to draw 
conclusions from the Algerian development experi- 
ment.” So, for the FLN the exercise of democracy must 
absolutely get away from sterile debates and clashes 
between politicians and make the country’s general 
interest and the goal to be achieved our raison d’etre. 


As far as the FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] is concerned, 
while it is the product of celebrated Article 40 of the 23 
February 1989 Constitution, democracy as it 1s at 
present practiced throughout the world is quite simply 
heresy. Furthermore, the slogan that 1s dear to the party 
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clearly sums up the position of the FIS: “The Islamic 
choura is better than an illusion of democracy.” There- 
fore, the FIS differs from the other political parties, even 
the religious ones like El Irchad Qua El Islah, in its total 
rejection, without comment, of the concept of democ- 
racy. On the other hand, the other religious parties, 
particularly Mahfoud Nahmah’s, have readily joined the 
democratic process and recognize that the diversity 
Algeria is experiencing politically, socially, and cultur- 
ally is a normal fact of life imposed on it by the changes 
our society has gone through in the course of its evolu- 
tion. Thus, these factors can under no circumstances be 
fundamentally and abruptly concealed. Something that 
can lead our society into a veritable state of inertia. For 
El Irchad Oua El Islah, democracy above all lies tn 
respect for this diversity while trying to exert one’s 
influence through ideas and allowing people to choose 
the plan for civilizing the country that they aspire to 


The association views the present state of Algerian 
society as a transitional phase, which must under no 
circumstances be rushed throu th 


As far as the democratic camp ts now concerned, opin- 
ions also differ within it. According to Mr. Bouknouh, 
the chairman of the PRA (Algerian Renewal Party), 
“democracy is the opportunity afforded a community to 
freely designate, through choice and competition, candi- 
dates for public administration. It 1s also the opportunity 
to examine and criticize their [candidates’] decisions and 
policies, and to block them, should the occasion arise, if 
these decisions and policies do not have the consent of 
the community, represented by permanent delegates to 
the supervisory body (National Assembly).” 


The RCD [Rally for Culture and Democracy], on the 
other hand, views democracy as synonymous with 
freedom and social progress: “The historical evolution of 
past and present societies confirms the fact that freedom 
must govern the determination of the collective destiny 
All attempts to build a society through regimentation, 
repression, or instrumentation of the population have 
ended in failure. And this has been the case no matter 
what the intentions, whether generous or not, of these 
governments were. A democratic country, the country of 
a united people,” said Mr. Ait Chellouch, the national 
secretary in charge of economic affairs, before adding 
that, “while a one-party system implies dictatorship, 
political pluralism does not imply democracy.” 


As for the FFS (Front of Socialist Forces), it feels that 
respect for individual and collective freedoms is the sine 
qua non for the success of the democratic experiment: 
‘We think that democracy is above ideological differ- 
ences and that it can only be effective through respect for 
all freedoms within the framework of the integrality of 
human rights,” Mr. Doudj: declared, before going on to 
say: “We think that there was a sale concomitant with 
Article 40 of the Constitution. This article 1s in a way the 
trees for which the forest cannot be seen inasmuch as the 
government's internal crises have really blocked the 
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democratic process. Democracy is also a matter of cul- 
ture, which is above all an offshoot of the society's 
Organizational values.” 


For Nourdine Zenine of the Socialist Vanguard Party 
(PAGS): “Democracy is—in addition to freedom of 
speech and human rights—social justice, protection of 
people’s purchasing power, the struggle to get a job, 
decent housing. It is a struggle for hardworking farmers 
to keep from being dispossessed by force.” 


And last, for the MDA (Movement for Democracy in 
Algeria): “Democracy is the struggle against deification 
of the government and against submission on the part of 
the governed. If a people succeeds in placing a man in 
power who promotes dialogue, who frowns on deifica- 
tion, and if this people frees itself from slavery and 
submission, we will say that this people is living in an era 
of democracy.” 


Throughout this sampling, we note that, although it is as 
old as the world, the concept of democracy has always 
had definitions applied to it that are neither different nor 
contradic*> y, but complementary. For democracy is not 
a polit) ,ime or a doctrine that can be illustrated in 
terms of its parts, but a whole which, on the one hand, 
does not allow for “its being cut into sections” and does 
not, on the other hand, allow for its being tailored to 
political purposes or party ambitions. Thus, in proposing 
different definitions, the Algerian political parties are 
merely basing themselves on one of the elements that 
constitute democracy. With the exception of the FIS. 
what the other parties (FLN, PRA, RCD, FFS, and even 
El Irchad Oua El Islah) propose is only part of the full 
definition of democracy. 


EGYPT 


Interior Minister Advised to Reform Security 
System 


91AA0051A Cairo AL-WAFD tn Arabic 18 Oct 90 p 9 


[Article by Majdi Muhanna] 


[Text] Minister of Interior Lieutenant General ‘Abd- 
al-Halim Musa has courageously admitted that the 
system for guarding VIP’s and public utilities doesn't 
work. He said that training these forces in a different 
manner is under consideration so that they will be able to 
deal with any further terrorist operations and will have a 
deterring capability. 


If a thorough investigation of the guard system in Egypt 
were to be carried out, it would reveal tragic shortcom- 
ings and flaws such as those revealed by the Central 
Security events on 25 and 26 January 1986 whose victim 
was the late minister of interior Major General Ahmad 
Rushdi. 


An investigation would show that the soldier charged 
with guarding a VIP or a public utility and with pro- 
viding it with protection is in fact more in need of 
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protection than the VIP, that his social life is endan- 
gered, and that his thoughts and efforts are scattered 
between his duties as a soldier and his rights as a citizen 
since he lacks security and is unable to provide for his 
family and even for himself. He would be supporting a 
family of five or six people while his salary is no more 
than a few pounds. How can a simple soldier, who 
doesn’t know the name of the establishment he is 
guarding, defend it and protect it with his life if he does 
not feel that he relates to it or it relates to him. He does 
not know how to use the weapons in his hands. When he 
begins to learn how to carry arms and when his training 
on guarding a particular establishment is complete, only 
a few months would be left before his departure from 
service. These are the same conditions in which the 
Central Security soldier was and still ts living. 


Not only the guard forces but also the security organiza- 
tion need to be revamped; many of these positions need 
to be reevaluated. We must have the courage to admit 
this. 


If we talk about treating flaws in the guard system only 
without dealing with the other organizations, it would 
mean leaving the door open for other incidents to take 
place, incidents that would be no less serious than those 
involving the Central Security and the assassination of 
Dr. Rif'at al-Mahjub, in which case there will yet again 
be talk about plugging the holes. 


Major General ‘Abd-al-Halim Musa’s admission of 
shortcomings in the guard system should turn into plans 
to avoid such shortcomings. The courage to admit to 
mistakes will not prevent such mistakes from occurring 
once again if conditions in the security organization 
remain as they are. 


Political Reform Deemed Necessary to Curb 
Terrorism 
914A0051B Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 18 Oct 90 p 7 


[Article by Muna Makram *Ubayd] 


[Texi] Egyptian public opinion has strongly denounced 
the criminal attack on Dr. Ri’fat al-Mahjub 1n which he 
and five of his guards were victims. The public demand 
was that those criminals should receive the severest 
punishment commensurate with their crime. What 1s 
interesting is that every time similar bloody incidents 
take place in Egypt, everybody gets shocked by the 
degree of violence involved. Part of this shock 1s due to 
certain illusions which we have been entertaining for a 
long time because we felt comfortable with them or 
because they save us the trouble of research and analysis 
or of facing certain facts. The great illusion 1s the belief 
that it 1s possible to solve the Egyptian society's prob 
lems individually, that is, piecemeal. We forget that such 
a method could probably succeed in conditions unlike 
those in the Egyptian society and in dealing with prob- 
lems less serious than those of Egypt. The most serious 
thing said in the past in explaining other bloody inct- 
dents (such as the 1981 and 1986 incidents) was that the 
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democratic atmosphere and the freedom of expression 
and criticism were responsible for violent incidents. The 
logical consequence of such an explanation is to end or 
curtail the democratic atmosphere as a measure against 
potential rioting and violence. Those who propagated 
this explanation used democracy as a scapegoat. There- 
fore, one of the brightest aspects of those unfortunate 
incidents was the disappearance of these voices and the 
government’s insistence on holding elections. It is worth 
pointing out statements by several public figures, such as 
counselor ‘Abd-al-Majid Mahmud’s statement to AL- 
AHRAM on 16 October regarding terror and Major 
General Hasan Abu-Basha’s statement to AL-AHALI 
yesterday, in which they comment on public indifference 
toward confronting terrorism and underline the impor- 
tance of strengthening democratic practices in order to 
contain terror. 


This leads us to the meaning of democratic practice, 
which means that struggling for the sake of democracy 
means Striving to involve the largest number of citizens 
possible in the political process. This is achieved through 
the people joining the existing politica! parties or the 
establishment of new parties. It is also achieved through 
their serious participation in the election process in 
order to elect their representatives to the parliamentary 
and local assemblies. But the reality, according to all the 
analytical studies carried out in the past years, is that 
large sections of society refrain from participating in 
political life. This is due to many reasons, including the 
lack of representative or sufficient parties and the public 
feeling of the worthlessness and futility of participation. 
Consequently, an odd and strange situation developed in 
the national arena, namely, that the majority is not 
participating in the political process. What does this 
mean? 


It means that, out of the 55 million people of which the 
Egyptian society consists, of whom more than 25 million 
have the right to vote and 14 million are registered in the 
election lists, only the 2 or 3 million (at best) who 
support the National Democratic Party [NDP] and other 
existing parties really and usefully participate in political 
life. This figure represents less than three percent of the 
population. This means that the great majority does not 
usefully and continuously participate. Therefore, 
because of the lack of public participation in parties and 
labor unions for many reasons, including the restrictions 
on and persecution of these bodies, the arena is devoid of 
organized sociopolitical forces that control the move- 
ment of the population and the behavior of its individ- 
uals, in which case the security forces and police would 
be the only controller of movement and behavior. But 
these forces cannot control the movement and behavior 
of tens and hundreds of thousands [of people] at all 
times. In any case, to have the security forces and police 
alone undertake this task of social control, even if 
possible, would be highly costly, materially and psycho- 
logically, and would turn the state into a police state. For 
this reason, civilized societies do not rely on security 
forces and police alone to carry out social control, even if 
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it were possible. Rather, they basically rely on the 
society’s other establishments—beginning with schools 
and the family and ending with parties, labor unions, 
and voluntary organizations, etc. 


Therefore, what is required is a radical reform. If what is 
required is a radical reform that would enable us to 
contain terror and reject those who wish to interfere with 
our political, economic, and security affairs, can this be 
achieved without a public national consensus, and can 
such a consensus be achieved without changing the 
structure of the political regime so as to ensure real and 
honest public participation? 


Politicians Comment on Boycotting Elections 


Opposition Parties 


91AA0066A Cairo AKHBAR AL-YAWM in Arabi 
20 Oct 90 p 7 


[Article: “Boycott Strategem as Parties of the Opposition 
See It’’] 


[Text] Some parties of the opposition have announced 
that they will abstain from entering the coming parlia- 
mentary elections. The question is what is the stand of 
the opposition deputies, especially those who have con- 
tributed greatly to enriching our democratic life. Will 
they abide by their parties’ position, or will some of them 
enter the coming election campaign” 


Ahmad Mujahid, leader of the front that split from the 
Labor Party, said: ““The position will crystallize the day 
after tomorrow, since there will be meetings of the 
party’s highest committee. In fact, participation or non- 
participation are not on its agenda, but the new circum- 
stances will force the subject upon the meeting. We had 
previously decided to participate in the elections in any 
case. Our goal in entering the elections 1s not only to 
reach parliament, but also to reach the public. We want 
to strengthen our connection and broaden the party's 
popular base.” 


Ahmad Mujahid continued: “If safeguards are required, 
we think they will be provided by the extent of our 
strength and of our connection with the public. What 
creates strength is the public, not resolutions.” 


Yasin Siraj-al-Din, opposition representative in the pre- 
vious People’s Assembly and member of the Wafd Party, 
said: ‘First, | am abiding by the party's decision 
although in the party’s highest board I supported not 
boycotting the elections and participating in the cam- 
paign. I did so for a number of reasons. First, the first job 
of political parties is elections, regardless of the number 
of seats they obtain. Whether the seats are many or few. 
whether there are adequate or inadequate guarantees, the 
important thing is to enter the elections and help the 
party remain in the political arena—and there are many 
other reasons. Of course, I think the other point of view 
deserves to be considered, because the matter has two 
sides, and each view has its arguments. But to my 
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thinking, a party without deputies in the People’s 
Assembly is like an army in the desert without cover. 


“The arguments for boycotting the elections focus on the 
fact that an influential opposition presence in the Peo- 
ple’s Assembly completes the facade of democracy. We 
want to deprive the regime of this character to expose it 
and show that there is no real opposition within the 
assembly. Secondly, the guarantees that have been estab- 
lished do not create confidence, particularly since the 
election law was made without consulting the opinion of 
the opposition. The same can be said for the election 
districts.” 


*“Alawi Hafiz said: “I think the political climate today is 
dominated by the Gulf crisis. God alone knows how it 
will end. Egypt has taken a courageous leading position 
on this problem and has sent 15,000 of her soldiers to the 
battlefront. The national conscience in Egypt obliges all 
national forces to be in a single front behind this coura- 
geous position. The election campaign came, and the 
president committed himself to finishing the campaign 
in spite of the general circumstances engaging Egypt. 
This is confirmation that we will carry out democracy 
whatever the circumstances. An absence of democracy is 
the cause of all troubles. Thus, Egyptians of every 
position must carry out a patriotic duty in these elec- 
tions, either by running as candidates, or by choosing 
good representatives to sit in parliament. This is the 
fundamental job of the political parties, no matter what 
their orientation and belief and no matter who their 
leaders may be. National mobilization in the election 
campaign has become a national necessity for the safety 
of Egypt and the cohesion of its people. I therefore 
considered the boycott decision by the opposition parties 
a blow against democracy at an inappropriate time. Of 
course, there are obstacles, but we are moving along the 
road. The picture will not be finished in one day. It will 
be finished through serious practice. As for my personal 
experience, | am the deputy with the longest life in 
parliament. | have been a deputy since 1960, at which 
time I was the youngest deputy. Experience has taught 
me that practice under the dome of parliament is com- 
pletely different from political activity outside parlia- 
ment. Practice is the touchstone and test—the assurance 
of the soundness of patriotic action. When a deputy 
speaks in parliament, supporting the government or in 
opposition, he feels that the eyes of all the world are 
upon him. He either commits himself to truth and 
honesty or passes a death sentence on himself. Therefore, 
the existence of a parliament representing all political 
currents, so that they can discuss and debate on national 
issues, has become the patriotic duty of every citizen. 
The coming elections are therefore a serious battle. 


‘Their decision was makeshift. It wasn’t a wise and calm 
decision.” 


Counselor Ma’mun al-Hudaybi said: ‘“‘We have no one 
who does not abide. Everyone, great or small, will abide 
[by the party’s decision] 
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“Our preliminary decision was to boycott. Our final 
decision has not been issued yet. We are waiting for the 
other parties, although it has now become clear following 
the position taken by the Wafd and Labor parties. These 
can be considered the main forces of the opposition, with 
all respect to the National Progressive Unionist 
Grouping [NPUG] and the Liberals. The predominant 
tendency is to boycott. We will announce the final 
decision today.” 


“Adil Wali said: “I will enter the campaign through the 
Egyptian Socialist Party in process of being founded. We 
will enter it in 100 districts in 15 governorates. We 
consider boycotting a negative action—a bankruptcy on 
the part of the parties that abstain from participating. It 
is a Sign of weakness and lack of grass roots presence. 
They are wasting the biggest opportunity for parties to 
move and connect with their bases. Egyptian public 
opinion will witness the election of party candidates of 
excellent quality.” 


Dr. Nu’man Jum’ah, deputy chairman of the Wafd 
Party, said: “The Wafd Party’s unanimous decision to 
boycott the elections is irrevocable. The decisive crite- 
rion is not whether the election system is individual or 
by list. Rather, the opposition, faculty clubs, the political 
parties, and the judges’ club demanded safeguards for 
running clean elections, but nothing of this was carried 
into effect.” 


NPUG Still Discussing 


The NPUG will review the boycott decision this 
morning. NPUG chairman Khalid Muhyi-al-Din said: “I 
cannot state my opinion until after today’s meeting of 
the General Secretariat. In party terms, it would be 
improper for me to speak my personal opinion, although 
we have become acquainted with the opposition’s view- 
point of boycotting the elections. The party will define 
its position today.” 


Eng. Ibrahim Shukri said: “The party’s highest com- 
mittee met yesterday afternoon (Friday) to discuss the 
decision it made last week to boycott the elections. We 
will confirm our position this evening with representa- 
tives of the parties.” 


He said: “We in the Labor Party decided to boycott. 
Then we met at the home of Liberal Party chairman 
Mustafa Kamil Murad last Monday and discovered that 
some Opposition parties, such as the Liberals and the 
NPUG, were going to enter the elections. So we agreed to 
discuss the matter again. The final result will be settled 
this evening and will be announced tomorrow morning.” 


Eng. Sami Mubarak (Young Egypt Party) said: “The 
party chose me as chairman on a temporary basis. I will 
enter the elections in the district of Heliopolis. To date, 
we have nine candidates in the districts of al-Zaqaziq, 
al-Mansurah, and al-Mahallah al-Kubra, and in the 
Cairo districts of Heliopolis, al-Nuzhah, Hulwan, and 
Hada‘ig al-Qubbah. I think boycotting the elections 15 a 
big mistake.” 
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He asked: “Why didn’t the opposition boycott the last 
elections, which were held under laws it didn’t think 
constitutional? Why did it more than once enter elec- 
tions that were bogus from its point of view? 


‘“Boycotting is [word indistinct] and a very negative 
position that I hope the leaders of the opposition will 
reconsider.” 


Wafd Candidate 


9]4A0066B Cairo AAHBAR AL-YAWM« in Arabic 
20 Oct 90 p 7 


[Article by Su’ad Abu-al-Nasr: “Boycotting Elections Is 
Political Suicide’’] 


[Text] Ahmad Taha, former Wafd Party member of the 
People’s Assembly, said: “I am currently discussing my 
candidacy with the people of my district. A month ago, I 
was discussing with them abstaining from running for 
two reasons: first, my desire to devote myself to studies, 
research, and translation—things no less important than 
my presence as a deputy in parliament; second, to set an 
example that deputies do not mherit their positions from 
their mothers, fathers, or brothers, and that they must at 
a certain time leave their positions to other generations. 
I hoped to set such an example. 


“Nevertheless, | am not for the boycott decision. Polit- 
ical parties are built or cleansed only through campaigns. 
It is in Campaigns that one uncovers the people who 
claim sincerity and friendship, but are in the enemy’s 
trench. In campaigns there is an opportunity to select 
people who are looking out for the party and are eager for 
the struggle. So regardless of the results of the elections, 
they are a golden opportunity to build up good party 
activity. Furthermore, there are political preconditions 
for a boycott. Boycotting is not merely a whim. For 
example, if the public is at a certain level of conscious- 
ness and a certain degree of organization, one can then 
employ the boycott, but under other circumstances, it is 
an inappropriate decision. We can even say that in 
essence it 1s similar to terrorism, in the sense that both 
lead only to political suicide.” 


Columnists Comment on Opposition Boycotting 
Elections 


Opposition Will Lose 


91 4A0035A Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 
23 Oct 90 p 6 


[Article by Salamah Ahmad Salamah: “Up Close: The 
Opposition and the Boycott”’] 


[Text] The decision by some opposition parties not to 
take part in the upcoming People’s Assembly elections 
came as a Surprise to many people who had thought that 
the opposition parties had learned that the fulfillment of 
the various components of democracy is done from 
inside rather than the outside of the democratic edifice, 
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whatever its flaws and deficiencies, and that the demo- 
cratic process does not happen by itself, but rather 
through practice. 


I believe that the two major opposition parties, the Wafd 
Party and the Labor Party, were hasty in their decision to 
boycott the elections due to two basic factors: 


The first is that the dominance of aging leaders of the 
two parties, who have lost the ability to compete and run 
for elections at the popular and parliamentary levels, has 
helped heigliten the desire to abstain, especially since, 
this time, the election campaign will be based on indi- 
vidual nominations rather than party slates. In other 
words, the key test for choosing a deputy will rely on his 
personality, his persuasive ability, and his intercommu- 
nication with the electoral base and not on the basis of 
total votes won by the party. 


It is unfortunate that, by tracking the opposition depu- 
ties’ performance in the People’s Assembly, it can be said 
that the number of people who are distinguished by such 
capabilities can be counted on both hands, hence the 
difficulty in finding a sufficient number of candidates to 
cover a sufficient number of districts throughout the 
country. 


This is not to say that the ruling majority party fares any 
better. However, its presence in power may help it 
attract many prominent people in public life as new 
faces. 


The second factor is that the two major opposition 
parties have miscalculated the impact their boycott of 
the elections will have on political action. To be sure, the 
activity of political parties, majority and opposition 
alike, still represents a thin and fragile layer in the 
ordinary people’s interest. By entering the political 
action arena, the other small parties that do not express 
a true orientation or represent a popular base or political 
philosophy, have helped to relegate the entire partisan 
action to the periphery to make it look to the ordinary 
citizens like it’s a silly game and like it does not matter if 
one or more players decided not to take part in it. 


The Wafd Party and the Labor Party stand to lose more 
than the Muslim Brotherhood and the Liberal Parties. 
For they will lose their weight as the two largest opposi- 
tion parties while the Muslim Brotherhood will go in 
with independent candidates, the Liberal Party will rely 
on whatever crumbs are left on the election tables, and 
the party leader may be satisfied with a chance for 
appointment if possible. 


Thus, the small parties that have less weight and are new 
to political action may have a chance to enter the new 
People’s Assembly while the two major opposition par- 
ties will be left out of parliament. 
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Opposition is Needed 


914400354 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabi 
19 Oct 90 p 3 


[Article by Mustafa Amin: “An Idea”’] 


[Text] Most of the opposition party members do not 


want to take part in the elections because of their belief 


that they will not be able to run a free campaign. For the 
government in Egypt has turned down all the opposition 
demands and refused to let the judiciary alone run the 
election campaign. It has also enacted a new election law 
without consulting members of the opposition on 
grounds that elections are the business of the govern- 
ment alone and the opposition should not have any say 
in them. 


If the opposition goes through with its decision, the new 
People’s Assembly will be stillborn and be like a 
National Party subcommittee whose only function is to 
send cables of congratulations and support to rulers on 
holidays and special occasions. 


Of course, some independents will make it to the Peo- 
ple’s Assembly, but they will be worthless because they 
will have no bonds, no political principles, and no clear 
political orientations. Most of them will join the govern- 
ment after the elections to ensure that any challenge to 
the election would be rejected by the assembly. This was 
the case with a large number of previous assemblies in 
which the number of true independents could be counted 
on one hand. 


An assembly without opposition is an assembly without 
life or a sociable affair whereby members exchange with 
the government good wishes, congratulations, admira- 
tion, and support, and where deputies cheer the govern- 
ment and vice versa. The government’s function would 
be to issue orders and instructions and the deputies’ 
function would be to give the military salute, and 
nothing could be better. 


The opposition’s job is to uncover mistakes, criticize 
conditions, interpellate, debate the government, unveil 
bribery, corruption, and exploitation, and prod the gov- 
ernment to work and produce. Of course, a government 
without opposition will go into a deep sleep undisturbed 
by any questions or interpellations and will not be 
bothered with criticism and opposition, like a car 
stripped of its brakes. Hence, the government will run 
without brakes, climbing sidewalks or running over 
pedestrians at will. 


What is certain, however, is that as soon as the car is 
stripped of its brakes, it will turn over and crash 


I believe that the opposition protects the government. 
opens its eyes, guides it, stops it from treading aimlessly 
and strengthens its foothold. 


An assembly without opposition will have a very short 
life, shorter than you imagine! 
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Opposition-Candidate Arrests Under Emergency 
Law Feared 
914400724 Cairo AL-WAFD tn Arabic 24 Oct 90 p 3 


fArticle: “Curiosities of Democracy of Emergency Law; 
12 Hours Are Enough to Rig Elections and Imprison 
Candidates; Security Uses State of Emergency to Intim- 
idate Opponents and to Clear Districts for Ruling Party 
Candidates’ 


[Excerpt] Nobody argues the fact that the simplest and 
foremost election process guarantee is for the candidate 
to feel secure and to exercise his right to disseminate 
election propaganda through meetings, leaflets, and 
speeches under the umbrella of the ordinary law. Is the 
candidate in Egypt entitled to do this? Experience and 
reality confirm that only the NDP [National Democratic 
Party] candidates enjoy these rights, in addition to the 
fact that the administrative and police agencies support 
them with propaganda, counterfeiting, and intimidation 
of the rivals. As for the opposition candidates, they turn 
during the election campaign into wanted “criminals” to 
be arrested by force via emergency law which incrimi- 
nates the convocation of meetings and the distribution of 
leaflets and which empowers the security agencies to 
arrest any citizen, even if he 1s a candidate running for 
election to the People’s Assembly, without giving rea- 
sons. In the 1987 eleciiton, the government used this law 
on a large scale during the election campaign, especially 
on the eve of the election when it arrested the represen- 
tatives of the opposition candidates, and even some 
candidates. This is why the opposition refuses to wage 
elections conducted under the umbrella of such a law 
th violates all human rights and the simplest concepts 
of justice 


‘Ali Salamah. a Wafdist deputy, has asserted that free 
and impartial elections must be held in a sound demo- 
cratic climate, in total freedom, and under the umbrella 
of the ordinary law, with the presence of the guarantees 
to which we have referred frequently and repeatedly 


But if elections are held under the umbrella of the state 
of emergency law—a special law which permits the ruler 
to arrest any citizen without giving reasons—then this 
condition enables the government to arrest an Opposi- 
tion candidate himself, not to mention those the candi- 
date selects to represent him in the election committees, 
as well as his supporters and those in charge of his 
election campaign. All this happens while the govern- 
ment disregards all the guarantees demanded by the 
opposition, especially the demand that the election com- 
mittees be headed by members of the judiciary authori 
ties selected by the Supreme Judiciary Council without 
any intervention by the minister of interior 


In this context, I extremely regret the statement by Major 
General ‘Abd-al-Halim Musa, a man for whom we have 
the utmost esteem and love, that the opposition will not 
win the same number of seats it won in the preceding 
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election. This means that the minister knows the out- 
come in advance. Does this signify that the government 
intends to counterfeit the people’s will? 


‘Ali Salamah went on to add: Considering that the 
emergency law gives any police officer in any precinct or 
hamlet the right to arrest any citizen for 24 hours 
without giving any reason for the arrest, then the gov- 
ernment can use this right for just 12 hours that begin on 
the morning of the election day and last tll 1700, the 
time when the polls are closed. During these few hours, 
the will of the entire nation can be counterfeited without 
anybody knowing anything about it. Therefore, | 
wonder: How can honesty, impartiality, and freedom, 
which the government says are the symbol of the forth- 
coming elections, be present? 


Government Against Constitution 


Attorney Ma’mun al-Hudaybi, a People’s Assembly 
member representing the alliance, has said: 


Article 88 of the constitution stipulates that the voting 
process be conducted under the supervision of the judi- 
ciary. However, the government totally disregards the 
constitution and persists in its violations, rejecting all 
the guarantees demanded by the opposition to ensure 
neutrality and impartiality 


Al-Hudaybi added: What is truly important is the need 
to suspend enforcement of the emergency law. Though 
we demand full abolition of the law, we stress that it is 
necessary to suspend its enforcement during the election 
because it is in total conflict with ihe freedom of dissem- 
inating election propaganda, of holding mass meetings, 
of staging demonstrations, of distributing leaflets and 
signs, and of all the procedures observed in the various 
parts of the world. At the same time, I wish to point out 
that the NDP has set the period for engaging in election 
propaganda at no more than 14 days. This period is not 
enough for the voter [presumably meaning candidate] to 
contact his district citizens. 


Moreover, the government has not hesitated to use the 
governors and the security directors to ensure its success 
in the elections. It 1s my assessment that the democracy 
that we demand ts in fundamental conflict with the 
government's determination to cling to the emergency 
law and to all the other liberty-restricting laws. [passage 
omitted] 


Emergency and Meetings 


Attorney al-Damardash al-’Uqal: has said 


In principle, any election campaign requires a climate of 


total freedom to hold meetings. Any restriction of this 
right stifles the election process and prevents it from 
breathing normally. 


The minister of interior has reiterated on more than one 
occasion his pledge to implement the state of emergency 
law rationally, free from intervention in the elections 
This, in itself, 1s a good promise. But it remains that the 
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state of emergency law itself, regardless of how it is used, 
casts dark shadows on the citizens’ will and enables the 
foes of freedom to restrict public meetings. What I know 
is that in accordance with the state of emergency law, no 
permission 1s given for the convocation of an election 
meeting unless the meeting is within a walled site so as to 
reduce the number of people who attend such meetings. 
Simultaneously, the state of emergency law empowers 
administrative officials and security officers to prevent 
meetings without any warrant from the judiciary author- 
ities. Moreover, any police officer in any precinct can 
prevent a meeting without turning to his superiors 
These powers greatly restrict the masses’ liberties. Even 
if goodwill prevailed, could the opposition perform its 
political role under the umbrella of the whims of the 
administration ard the police officers? 


Opposition Members Defy Election Boycott 


9]440070A Cairo AKHIR SA’AH tn Arabic 
3] Oct 9O pp 8-9 


[Excerpt] What is happening in the domain of the 
opposition parties? What is the position of the parties 
that have declared a boycott of the elections? What is the 
position of the parties that have announced that they will 
enter elections? What is the position of several leaders 
who have decided to enter elections from within parties 
that have announced that they will boycott the elections” 
What is the position of the independents? Will they have 
any influence in the next People’s Assembly? What is 
their role in political life throughout the history of 
parliamentary life in Egypt? Does the return of the 
independents this time differ from their return in the 
elections of 1987, in which both party lists and individ- 
uals ran? 


This evening (Wednesday), at 5:00, marks the deadline 
for candidates to submit their documents io run for the 
People’s Assembly. Elections will be held on 9 and 20 
November. As of AKHIR SA’AH’s press time, the 
number of candidates, including members of various 
political parties, independents, and those affiliated with 
several political forces, has reached 1,500. Despite the 
continuation of the maneuver concocted by several 
opposition parties to boycott elections, several sources 
within these parties nonetheless indicate that consulta- 
tions and negotiations are being held within the ranks of 
the opposition to avoid divisions and schisms that might 
result, especially if a final agreement is not reached 
regarding participation in the elections, inasmuch as 
these differences would emerge strongly after the dead- 
line for nominations. Consultations are also being held 
between several opposition symbols and the political 
leadership to abandon the decision to boycott, because it 
will not benefit the opposition parties, but will increase 
their distance from the masses and lead to a great 
measure of collapse and division. 


Opposition circles indicate that the person delegated to 
undertake these consultations and mediations ts the 
chairman of the Liberal Party. The latter indicated that 
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he has held extensive contacts with the political leader- 
ship, although he repeated his request for guarantees. He 
further indicated that such guarantees are simple 
requests of the opposition that will determine whether it 
relinquishes its position and enters elections. These 
guarantees include agreement to legislative and regula- 
tory guarantees, including the abrogation of the Emer- 
gencies Law, the supervision of the elections by the 
judiciary, and the amendment of electoral districts. 


All Parties Have Entered Elections 


Although the deciared position of several opposition 
parties, namely the Wafd Party, the Socialist Labor Party 
[SLP], and the Liberal Party, including the Muslim 
Brotherhood [MB], is to boycott elections, it can never- 
theless be said that all of the parties have actually entered 
the elections, insofar as a party does not have to run in 
every electoral district. It is certain that the return to the 
method of electing individuals has placed the opposition 
in a dilemma. As ’Alawi Hafiz, a prominent leader in the 
Wafd and a member of its senior body, stated: This is 
considered one of the main reasons for the adoptior by 
several opposition parties of the decision to boycott. 
They do not have a sufficient number of candidates, and 
election campaign costs have become too high 


Sources from within the SLP state that the chairman of 
the party has found himself in a dilemma for two 
reasons: 


First: After the latest amendment of the districts, he 
found that his district was devoid of the segment in 
which his electoral influence and supporters could be 
found. It was rumored that he had intended to enter the 
field in one of the districts of Cairo. However, he gave up 
on the idea. 


Second: He does not have cadres whom he is nomi- 
nating. If cadres do indeed exist, they are intellectuals, 
not popular cadres. 


When we look at the identity of the candidates in 
different districts, we find that all the parties are actually 
entering the elections. This can be seen as follows: 


Regarding the Wafd Party, “Alawi Hafiz, Ahmad Taha, 
and several members of the Wafd in the governorates 
submitted their candidacies. Also, Wafdist sources indi- 
cate that several other Wafdist elements can be expected 
to submit their nominations at the last moment. 


In the SLP Party, there are two wings: The first is that of 
Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, al-Sayyidah Zaynab branch. 
Actually, more than one candidate has put himself 
forward. Others include Hasan Mu’atamad, a prominent 
member of the party in al-Minya, and Dr. Mustafa 
al-Harmil. The other wing is that of Ahmad Mujahid, 
Hada’ig al-Qubbah branch. It is continuing its prepara- 
tions to enter the election campaign. It is drafting 
programs for its candidates and a program of public 
assemblies in support of its candidates. It is also coordi- 
nating with other opposition parties and political forces 
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that have announced their entry into elections. The 
number of candidates of the SLP Party, Hada’iq al- 
Qubbah branch, according to Ahmad Mujahid, is 25 
candidates, including Ahmad Mujahid himself in the 
Dakarnis Daqahliyah district and Muhammad Abu-Fadl 
al-Jizawi in al-Jizah district. 


In the Liberal Party, “Abd-al-Fattah al Shurbiyi, the 
party’s general secretary, along with 40 of its members, 
including “Abdallah al-Ghurabi, ‘Adil Dargham, Dr. 
Ahmad al-Sayyid Darwish, and Hasan al-Fandur, sub- 
mitted their candidacy papers. 


The NPUG [National Progressive Unionist Grouping] 
Opposition party decided early on to participate in 
elections, opting not to join the opposition parties that 
boycotted elections. About 28 NPUG candidates sub- 
mitted their nominations, including Khalid Muhya- 
al-Din (the party’s general secretary in the Kafr Shukr 
district), Lutfi Wakid (the party’s deputy general secre- 
tary in Kafr Saqr), and Abu-al-’Izz al-Hariri in Kirmuz in 
Alexandria. 


The new parties also announced their entry into elec- 
tions. The al-Khadir [Green] Party will run 21 candi- 
dates in the governorates of Cairo, Sawhaj, al- 
Daagahliyah, Ismailia, al-Buhayrah, al-Shargiyah, and 
al-Fayyum. 


Among the political currents that will enter elections are 
the Nasirists. It can be said that the Nasirists’s position 
has been the same as that of the NPUG Party since the 
NPUG’s emergence. The Nasirists are divided into two 
fronts: 


One front has joined the ranks of the NPUG Party. 


Members of the other front have preferred to act as 
independents and have begun to attempt to form their 
own party. This front comprises the Farid ‘Abd- 
al-Karim and Kamal Ahmad group. 


Members of the first front (from within the NPUG) who 
have entered elections include Fathi Mahmud tn Cairo, 
Lutfi Sulayman in al-Fayyum, and Mukhtar Jam’ah in 
Aswan. Others could also enter the field, such as 
Muhammad al-Dawhiri in Manzalah and Ahmad al- 
Qushayri. Members of the other front are running as 
independents. Among the most prominent of them is 
Dayya’-al-Din Dawud in Damietta. 


The Return of the Independents’ Power 


With the return of the electoral method by which candi- 
dates run as individuals, an opportunity has been pro- 
vided to numerous personalities who have refrained 
from joining a party to enter the election campaign. 
Interest has been obvious since the door was opened to 
run independently. As is well known, many indepen- 
dents and persons who had no opportunity to run under 
the old provisions of the Elections Law found themselves 
forced to join parties whose ideas and principles they did 
not agree with. Perhaps the most outstanding of the 
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independents is the late Justice Mumtaz Nassar, who 
used to always emphasize his regret over the fact that 
circumstances did not permit him run as an indepen- 
dent. It was his opinion that the party lists had created a 


dictatorship of the parties, and that the senior body of 


the party had come to possess the power to decide the 
political fate of a deputy. 


The elections of 1987, in which candidates ran on lists 
and independently, demonstrated a great desire on the 


part of many to run as independents. The number of 


candidates in the districts in which individuals ran 
totaled 2,398 candidates compared to 1,500 candidates 
who ran for the six parties at the time, including the MB 
{Muslim Brotherhood]. In one district alone, 90 inde- 
pendent candidates competed for one seat, which points 
to the existence of a thirst to enter elections far from the 
parties, which cannot absorb all individuals, and to a 
shortcoming in the party movement. The facts confirm 
that the political scene is swelling with existing currents 
that want to play a role in political life far from the 
parties. [passage omitted] 


In the elections of 1987, 2,398 independent candidates 
ran, compared to 1,500 candidates for the parties, and 
Only six independents succeeded. 


Estimations indicate that the number of independent 
candidates running in the coming elections will be less 
than in 1987. Some attribute this projected decline to an 
increase in the fees for running to 200 Egyptian pounds 
from 20 Egyptian pounds. The latter fee provided an 
opportunity for many to run, which led to some excesses 
on the part of some who entered elections solely to throw 
their names into the political ring or to gain renown. 
Perhaps the most sincere reason for running then was 
Stated by a female candidate, who said that running 
granted her a 45-day leave of absence to care for her 
child, which is the leave of absence granted to a candi- 
date running for the Peoples’ Assembly. 


New Party for the Independents 


This time, the increase in the fees will limit such 
excesses. Only those who have a desire to compete will 
run. The independents will have a role, and, as ’Alawi 
Hafiz states: The independents, if they succeed in elec- 
tions, can themselves form the kernel of a powerful party 
that could be born in this election campaign. In this way 
the parties will become more popular, because the 
masses that propel these deputies into parliament are 
doing so out of a true desire that is far from slogans 
Therefore, I hope for the birth of such a party, which 
would complete a sound picture of democracy in Egypt 
next to the ruling National Democratic Party [NDP]. 


The parties that have been established on the basis of a 
permit and slogans will fall like leaves in the autumn, 
because they have evaded the election campaign and 
have left the people to their own devices to practice 
democracy on the political scene. I believe that a party 
that separates itself from the political scene sentences 
itself to instant death. Regarding the calls repeated by 
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some for guarantees of the election process, I maintain 
that the will of the people is stronger than any guaran- 
tees, when this will rallies around a candidate, opens the 
way for him, and sheds light on him everywhere. This 
climate—to which I add the climate that 1s prevailing in 
Egypt at present—is achieving unimaginable victories 
and achievements in the political arena under the lead- 
ership of President Mubarak, whom God has granted 
total success in his adoption of an admirable position in 
these severest of circumstances being experienced in the 
Arab region. By his grace, we have become soldiers of 
peace, because the Egyptian Army is moving to defend 
international legitimacy and the holy lands, and friends 
have begun to repay Egypt’s debts. This is a splendid 
achievement. Therefore, the boycotting of this govern- 
ment and the attempt to impede it 1s unpatriotic and a 
cheap maneuver that does not take into account the 
fulure generations of young people. 


‘Alawi Hafiz emphasizes: The independents will fill a 
vacuum if some opposition parties persist in the boycott. 
The independents will prove that these parties are 
nothing but noncombative paper parties. The opposition 
parties will make the people enthusiastic for any inde- 
pendent who enters the campaign relying on his popu- 
larity, ideas, and reputation, because the people support 
initiative, not introversion and aloofness. The phenom- 
enon of the independents is positive, and it emphasizes 
that the people of Egypt are resolved on democracy as a 
solution to its problems. A strong, independent party can 
flow trom the independents 


Ahmad Taha, a member of the previous Peoples’ 
Assembly, states that the independents will be influential 
in the coming elections, especially because the NDP has 
dropped several previous members. The increase 1n the 
number of candidates running as independents will 
affect elections, especially given the absence of many 
faces from the opposition parties that announced their 
boycott of elections. It is certain that this time will be 
different from previous times, and that independents 
will win a greater number of seats than in previous times. 


Islamists Question Francophone University in 
Alexandria 


91AA005SA Cairo AL-NUR in Arabic 24 Oct 90 p 3 


[Article by Muhammad Fathallah, Muhammad Salman, 
and Mahmud al-Khawli: “Why Did They Choose Egypt 
To Establish Senghor University?”’] 


[Text] Egypt is an Arab Islamic country. Of course, it 1s 
not francophone. This makes us wonder what secret lies 
behind the choice of Egypt as the site for establishing a 
university for French speakers, Senghor University. 


Whatever the purpose behind it, it certainly will involve 
undesirable consequences. We know in particular that 
France is a secular country that has taken many hostile 
positions against Islam and against Muslim men and 
women. The incident of the two North African Muslim 
students who wanted to go to their school wearing an 
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Islamic head covering happened not long ago. This raises 
many questions about the establishment of this univer- 
sity in Alexandria. 


The significance and importance of this university are 
increased by the fact that the president of France himself 
will attend its opening accompanied by President 
Mubarak early next month. 


By surveying the views of the ulema on this subject, 
AL-NUR is ringing the danger bell for anyone interested 
in the matter. 


Dr. ‘Abd-al-Rashid Saqr, an Islamic preacher, said: 
‘“Senghor University 1s a proselytizing university. They 
are going to transfer to it senior orientalists who have a 
dark history of dealing with Islam. One of its purposes is 
to hinder the return of Islam to the Egyptian people and 
society. They have chosen Egypt, the country of the 
venerable al-Azhar, as its site in order for it to have the 
worst possible effect on this society.” 


He added: “Al-Azhar has the authority that will enable it 
to bury the idea before it 1s born.” 


Stronghold of Unbelief 


‘| ask whether the democracy so vaunted in the Arab 
world will approve of the establishment in Egypt of a 
stronghold of unbelief called Senghor University, one 
which ts completely opposed to the verses of the noble 
Koran and the undefiled Sunnah. 


“Why isn't a decree issued halting this action before it 
sees the light of day, to protect Islam and guard the 
morals of a people that seeks to please the Lord by 
praying five times a day? 


‘‘T implore all officials to banish this idea from anywhere 
in Egypt, so that we can be honest with ourselves when 
we speak about democracy.” 


Dr. Jamal ‘Utuwah, professor at al-Azhar University, 
said: “Senghor University is close to opening its doors 
and is preparing to receive students in its task of prose- 
lytizing. Is al-Azhar ready to meet this irresistible current 
coming from the West? 


‘We want al-Azhar to assume its responsibility of car- 
rying the banner of Islam and defending the Islamic 
shari’'ah. We appeal to responsible officials to issue a 
decree to monitor this sweeping danger to Islamic 
Egypt.” 


Supervision by al-Azhar 


Dr. Muhammad Rushdi Isma’il, dean of the Women’s 
College of Islamic and Arabic Studies and member of the 
Academy of Islamic Research, states that he will raise the 
question of this dubious university at the academy’s 
meeting next week and whether its courses and programs 
can be placed under the surveillance of the ulema of 
al-Azhar and the Muslim community. He will ask that 
the ulema and specialists of al-Azhar undertake full 
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surveillance of the university, so that it engages in no 
proselytizing activity or propagation of ideas hostile to 
Islam. 


Dr. al-Sayyid Rizq al-Tawil added: “‘This university 1s 
under a French system. It 1s subject to no surveillance 
from Egypt. The question that arises is: What does it 
mean to establish this university on Egyptian soil? 


“I appeal to all government officials to impose strict 
surveillance on the university’s courses, the kind of 
study, and those in charge of the educational process in 
it. | also think that its courses should be put under the 
microscope of the Academy of Islamic Rescarch, so that 
the one for whom the university is named can have no 
influence in spreading ideas hostile to Islam and the 
Islamic heritage. This is especially important because the 
one with whom the university is affil:oted is known for 
his evangelizing efforts. 


“We never expected Egypt to be the stage for veiled 
evangelizing propaganda. Egypt is the country of al- 
Azhar and a prominent landmark of Islam. Egypt has a 
proud place in the Islamic world, a place that this vile 
disease must never impair. 


‘*Al-Azhar must also hasten to take a firm stand on this 
university, thereby furthering the interest of Islam and 
Muslims.” 


Evangelizing University 


Dr. ’Abd-al-Maqsud ’Abd-al-Ghan1, professor of Islamic 
philosophy in Dar al-'Ulum College, said: “It is an 
evangelizing French university. Everyone knows that the 
most bigoted anti-Islamic orientalists are the French. 
Rarely do you read anything good about the life of the 
prophet by a French orientalist. One need only recall 
what the French have said about Islam: ‘It is a leprosy 
that spread among mankind—a terrible disease, a gen- 
eral paralysis, and a bewildering madness that moves 
men to lethargy and laziness.’ 


‘We ask why Senghor University has been established 1n 
Egypt! The answer, quite simply, is that it 1s an orien- 
talist evangelizing university whose first aim 1s to change 
Islamic thought. If it cannot change it, it will at least 
move it and distort it. We therefore ask education 
officials and al-Azhar to keep this university under 
surveillance as regards its courses, administration, and 
internal activities.” 


Dr. Ibrahim al-Dasuqi, professor of linguistics at Dar 
al--Ulum College in Cairo, said: “Senghor University 
belongs only to the francophone countries. Egypt 1s not 
one of them. Why establish this university in Egypt, 
unless on the basis of a movement and welcome from 
inside Egypt? Those who have made an effort to bring it 
to Egypt are secularists, agents of the West, or those who 
seek to obliterate Egypt’s Islamic face. To them we Say, 
‘No, you shall never be able to erase Islam from the 
hearts of the people, because God protects it. What you 
are doing 1s nothing but plowing the sea.””’ 
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Dr. Ibrahim added: **Al-Azhar must arise and wake from 
its long slumber. It must spread Islamic thought among 
young people, instead of closing its doors to students 
who seek general education at its three levels of primary, 
preparatory, and secondary [school].” 


War Against Islamic Thought 


Dr. Sa’id ‘Abd-al-Fattah ’Ashur, professor of history and 
culture in the Faculty of Letters, Cairo University, said: 
“It is a war against Egyptian Islamic thought, because 
Egypt is the standard-bearer of Islam. All responsible 
people must therefore take notice and keep this univer- 
sity under surveillance. Al-Azhar must examine its 
courses and change what is at variance or opposed to 
Islamic culture. The Ministry of Education must now 
teach an [Islamic culture course in Egyptian universities 
to protect young people from this suspicious university, 
particularly since it accepts students at the post- 
university graduate level, so that young people are not 
corrupted by its extreinist Western tendency.” 


New Means 


Counselor Ma’mun al-Hudaybi, member of the People’s 
Assembly (Alliance), said: “Our country has become a 
cultural grab bag. We have no pillar around which the 
nation can rally. One school is Italian; another is 
German; another is English. Now comes the ultimate 
disaster, the establishment of a university not to serve 
the children of Muslims on Islamic soil, but to be 
established as a French university in form and content, 
Carrying a certain culture, and with unclear significance 


“These different cultures alter the behavior of Muslim 
youths and pour into their minds certain concepts, 
behavior, and an ideological and ethical outlook. No 
wonder we are then amazed at the behavior of our 
children!” 


Counselor al-Hudaybi added: “*This university and sim- 
ilar foreign schools have grown up according to teachings 
other than those of Islam. This is one of the legacies of 
colonialism and colonialistic thinking. | want to say that 
the Western countries in general, and particularly 
France, are trying to distance themselves from any help 
to the African countries on their own territories. They 
have therefore planted this university on Egyptian terri- 
tory to deprive them [Africans] of education in their own 
couniries. Establishing this university in Egypt gives it 
an air of being in an Islamic country, thus making it 
easier to propagandize for their ideas and beliefs. It is a 
means serving this end.” 


Ministry of Education Role 


Shaykh ‘Atiyah Saqr, member of the Fatwa Committee 
and Research Academy, said: ““There 1s absolutely no 
barrier to learning, provided that the student does not 
thereby become subject to any influence harmful to his 
belief and behavior. It does not matter whether instruc- 
tion 1s by Muslims or non-Muslims. There 1s a prophetic 
tradition that says, ‘Wisdom is the object of the 
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believer's persevering quest: he takes it from whatever 
place he wishes, and the vessel from which it has come 
does not harm him.’ 


“If it becomes apparent that some educational institu- 
tions are using education as a pretext for spreading 
doctrines or ideas contrary to the Islamic religion, they 
must be prohibited from such activity. The matter is one 
for the appropriate authority, namely the Ministry of 
Education.” 


Its Programs Are Hidden 


Dr. Muhammad al-Shafi’i Abu-Ra’s, dean of the College 
of Law at Banha, said: “Senghor University is a univer- 
sity built by foreign funds, supervised by foreign bodies 
on Egyptian soil, and for French speakers. Since tis 
programs have not been published, we can discuss it only 
from this point of view. Although it is evident from what 
we have indicated, that we believe a university on 
Egyptian soil 1s a gain for Egypt, we believe that the 
proposed university in Alexandria does not fulfil these 
specifications. It will in no way benefit Egypt, since it 1s 
for French speakers, and there are no Egyptians whom 
we can classify as French speakers. The matter becomes 
even stranger when we realize that the friendly peoples 
neighboring Egypt are not francophone. We therefore see 
no reason for establishing a university whose students 
will all be from abroad and will come from thousands of 
miles away, even though they are from poor nations that 
belong to the Third World. Since the matter 1s so 
unclear, we cannot feel comfortable with the establish- 
ment of this university on Egypt an soil in general, and 
in Alexanc’ a in particular.” 


IRAQ 


Reaction to Kissinger Editorial on Crisis 
914E0120E Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH tn Arabic 
18 Oct 90 p 3 


[Article: “Kissinger’s Zionist Poisons Are Secret to 
Nobody”’] 


[Text] In the 30 September 1990 edition of the WASH- 
INGTON POST, a U.S. paper, Henry Kissinger pub- 
lished an article entitled “Dangers of Stalemate,” in 
which he praised the Bush administration’s sound man- 
agement of the Gulf crisis, but added that “foreign policy 
is remembered for its end result, not the opening 
moves.” Kissinger then goes on to assert that the “most 
serious decisions remain to be made.” 


He notes that numerous commentators reduce these 
choices in two options: either a quick str:ke or successful 
sanctions 


But despite this, Kissinger said that no serious “person 
favors military action for its own sake’ and that a 
solution through “sanctions would be clearly prefera- 
ble.” 
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The Zionist writer then proceeds to squirt his deadly 
poison by talking about the option he favors, saying: 
“Rhetoric will not determine whether sanctions (or the 
embargo and blockade measures) are effective and can 
bear fruit.” 


[Kissinger adds:] “Success will depend on Iraqi stock- 
piles of critical supplies and on the impact of shortages 
on Iraqi morale. That particular assessment must be 
made by intelligence experts.” 


He goes on to say that the punitive measures “are 
designed to create hardship” and that “the Iraqi people 
have become used to difficulties after a decade of con- 
flict. It is thus possible that only a food blockade will 
work.’ He then goes on to say that “humanitarian 
exceptions’ as provided in the Security Council resolu- 
tion are not the answer because they are “either too little 
Or too much. Any shipment providing significant relief 
would undermine the effectiveness of the sanctions and 
contribute to a stalemate.” 


The writer then expresses the opinion that for economic 
and political reasons, he doubts that “stalemate can be 
sustained either by our associates or by the United States 
for many months.” Kissinger was thus referring to the oil 
prices issue 


With his presentation as noted above, Kissinger wants to 
emphasize an important point crystallized in his mind, 
namely that there is either the path of the ‘quick 
strike’’—and it 1s evident that he does not touch on it in 
his article, which may mean that he does not favor it—or 
of the “successful” economic embargo and blockade. 


Here, Kissinger calls for a total embargo that includes 
the absolute withholding of foodstuffs from Iraq. I do 
not know why he did not touch on medicines. Perhaps 
Kissinger 1s being “scientific” here. What need 1s there 
for drugs if the body is denied food! 


Thus, Kissinger goes even beyond the unjust resolutions 
issued on Washington’s instructions and considers the 
presence of humanitarian exceptions—something that 
does not help the embargo, the blockade, or any other 
sanctions succeed. 


This is the “buried poison” clinging to the intellect of 
Kissinger who has long bragged about human rights, 
democracy, and liberty. No balanced person encourages 
the starving of an entire people for no offense! 


I tell Kissinger: If there is a person who respects your 
musing intellect and your firm management of U.S. 
diplomacy when y%u were U.S. secretary of state, then 
your bid for starving the Iraqis, all the Iraqis, in order to 
bring success to the “sanctions” imposed by Washing- 
ton’s embargo is cause for you to be pitied, because you 
have sought with utter impudence to inject all the 
“Zionist” poison you have in the war of confrontation 
against Iraq. It is regrettable that you have reached this 
level of uncivilized, and even very backward, thinking! 
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Despite this, we tell you and others like you who want to 
Starve Iraq, and we tell your supporters, that you should 
know that as long as there is a single “date palm” on 
Iraq’s soil and as long as there is a single “inch” of Iraqi 
“soil,” then the Iraqi people will not be starved and you 
will not be able to accomplish what you seek, regardless 
of whether you keep or exclude “your humanitarian 
exceptions!” 


It is evident that what the West, particularly the United 
States, thinks and, inasmuch as it is pertinent here, what 
Kissinger personally thinks is that starving the Iraqi 
people will pave the way for some sort of capitulation! 
What an uncivilized and barbaric approach this is that 
you prefer to human dialogue and negotiation! This 
approach of yours will only make the Iraqi people more 
resolved and firm. Through this approach, you will only 
achieve one result: The Iraqi people, the Arabs, the 
Muslims, and honorable people in the world will deride 
your government, your methods, and your leaders who 
have compelled you to take up these methods 


Because of this and that, | say that if Kissinger’s words 
fall on attentive ears, then you will be endlessly waiting 
for a dream that will not materialize because the Iraqis 
will produce more and will thus eat more. They will not 
Starve, will not surrender, and will not waver. The 
methods of starving and intimidating the Iraqi people 
will only make the Iraqis more united, more resolved, 
and more determined to confront and to stand fast, 
because they are right and because they do not fear 
falsehood in whatever form it takes 


Kissinger deals with the political front, saying: “A pro- 
longed stalemate is likely to undermine the domestic 
stability of our Arab associates...” 


He then concludes: ““We caanot drift into a situation in 
which we undermine regional stability whether our 
forces remain in the region or are withdrawn without 
success. The same factor that led to the rapid American 
deployment (of forces}—the need to sustain moderate 
governments in the Gulf—makes it imperative to create 
the right conditions for an equally rapid withdrawal.” 


After this prelude on this front, Kissinger says: “The key 
decision before the (U.S.) administration is to define 
what constitutes a tolerable outcome. But this is mud- 
died in too much of the current debate which treats 
diplomacy as a self-contained exercise equal to compro- 
mise and to saving face.” Kissinger then unleashes a 
stream of misleading accusations against Iraq, including 
characterization of the country’s hosting of foreign 
nationals as a terrorist act, and so forth. He then gets to 
the point where he says: “In these circumstances, saving 
face for Iraq is the exact opposite of what 1s needed.” 


To put it briefly, this constitutes a call for humiliating 
Iraq, meaning that Kissinger does wot want a solution 
that satisfies all the parties. He considers such a solution 
some sort of confusion of what is acceptable and unac- 
ceptable. Ultimately, what is acceptable to everybody, 
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including Iraq, is “unacceptable” [to Kissinger], and 
what is acceptable to all, excluding Iraq, is what is 
“acceptable” to Kissinger! 


Presentations as this one cannot at all be characterized as 
civilized presentations. They reflect profound ‘“‘narrow- 
mindedness” and a single-track mentality that is void of 
the flexibility that characterizes the realistic politician 
who advocates peace. 


Such presentations do not serve any effort to overcome 
the critical situation or ‘stalemate’ about which Kiss- 
inger talks. To the contrary, they ‘““make matters worse,” 
as the saying goes, and diminish the chances of real peace 
and of reducing tension. Let Kissinger know that 
Starving an entire people is the “epitome of terrorism” 
and the most heinous crime known to mankind 
throughout its history. Those whom you consider hos- 
tages in Iraq are receiving better treatment than they 
receive in their own countries. 


Kissinger continues his presentations on the “political 
front,” saying that the international support for U.S. 
conduct in the Gulf ‘‘can only be due to two factors: the 
other nations either agree with the American analysis of 
the need to stop Iraqi aggression or they consider what- 
ever reservations they have outweighed by their need for 
America’s long-term support. The perception of Amer- 
ican failure would therefore shake international stability. 
Every moderate country in the Middle East would be 
gravely weakened by a debacle. Several Gulf states could 
not survive it. Egypt, Morocco, and even Turkey would 
face a tide of radicalism and fundamentalism.” 


The mere fact that Kissinger presents two contradictory 
possibilities regarding the motives of the international 
support for U.S. conduct acknowledges the presence of 
undeclared reasons. But it is evident that the majority of 
the states of the world have not behaved in a principled 
manner and in a manner that reflects conviction; instead 
they have acted on the subservient motive of obtaining 
money and economic aid. Another group of states acted 
out of fear of the possibilities of U.S. retaliation against 
them. Some states even acted in this or that manner just 
because they did not wish to be seen as “anomalous” or 
“uncooperative” with the powerless “majority.” 


As for Kissinger’s expectations regarding the Gulf 
regimes that may be affected by U.S. “failure,” they are 
understandable, and there is nothing ambiguous about 
them. It behooves those concerned with these expecta- 
tions to amend their positions before it is too late, that is 
if it is not already too late. But if Kissinger is talking 
about the likelihood of U.S. “success” from the angle of 
assuming the other likely position, then I wish to tell 
Kissinger that any military action, whatever its conse- 
quences and regardless of how its “success” is character- 
ized, will not achieve that which contrasts with Kiss- 
inger’s expectations in case of U.S. “failure.” Why? 


To put it very simply, if the United States launches war 
against Iraq, then regardless of all the possible results, 
the party that will effectively determine the postwar 


NEAR EAST 29 


Situation are the Arab masses who will not tolerate any 
regime that supports the foreign enemy against their 
brothers in Arab Iraq. Kissinger, who is motivated by his 
Jewish blood to spread his malicious poisons against the 
Arabs and Iraq, must understand this well. 


Kissinger then urges that there be no bargaining over the 
UN resolutions and at the same time lauds the U:S.- 
Soviet Communique issued in Helsinki, stressing that 
any modification of these conditions will be tantamount 
to an Iraqi “gain” and a defeat for the United States and 
its friends. 


He says that this issue must be remembered in the debate 
on the impermissibility of a U.S. venture on behalf of 
“Kuwait's amir.” 


In his demagogic fallacies on defending the “amir” and 
on the need not to link the U.S. military presence to this 
matter, Kissinger stands grossly against the conviction 
developing more strongly day after day in the minds of 
the U.S. and western public opinion—the conviction 
that the United States must not spill a single drop of 
blood for an illiterate “shaykh” who knows nothing 
other than how to amass money and commit the pro- 
scribed. Kissinger is thus employing his pen to defend 
this foolish “shaykh.”’ This cannot be without a “gift” or 
a recompensation for his important “effort.”” Everybody 
knows that Kissinger deals on the basis of advance 
‘“‘payment,”’ even when he gives a television interview or 
performs a similar act. If it becomes evident to Kissinger 
that the “payment” is not “fat,” he declines on the 
pretext that he has no time! 


Despite this, Kissinger tries to be a man of “principles.” 
He totally disregards all the fundamental facts of the 
situation and all the objective points engulfing it—facts 
and points which altogether paint the true principles to 
which one should cling and not Kissinger’s or Bush’s 
selective principles, which can under no circumstance 
reflect even “one half the truth.” Kissinger adds his 
opinion that “from an analytical point of view, the U.N. 
terms represent a ‘bargain’ or a compromise of what 1s 
really needed for peace in the area and of what 1s 
compatible with the massive international deployment.” 
In the German Jew’s opinion, this means that the UN 
resolutions, which are themselves arbitrary and are 
molded and arranged by the Bush administration itself, 
are not adequate by his Zionist criteria. 


Kissinger is not content with dissatisfaction with the UN 
resolutions but goes on to express his dissatisfaction with 
Iraqi acceptance of these resolutions. He reflects his 
Zionist character without any ambiguity when he says 
that if a compromise is reached, then Iraq will maintain 
its military capabilities and strength. This means that in 
‘“Kissinger’s” dictionary, which in this case is the same 
as “Israel’s’” dictionary, the objective of the entire 
deployment and amassing [of troops] and of the U.S. and 
western fury in the Gulf must be the destruction of Iraq’s 
military capabilities. 
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Kissinger goes on to add: “Many nations in the Middle 
East might adjust to the perception that the mobilization 
of forces from all over the world cannot be repeated 
every few years.’’ Consequently, he makes the following 
conclusion: 


“Reducing Iraq’s disproportionate military capacity is 
especially important if the American forces are to be 
withdrawn from the Gulf.” 


This means that Kissinger is pushing the theory that any 
settlement of the situation in the Gulf region in accor- 
dance with the UN resolutions or in accordance with any 
compromise whatsoever is not enough for evacuation of 
the U.S. forces from the region unless Iraq’s military 
Strength is (reduced). This is the very “Jewish poison” 
that fills the mind, rather the entire body, of the ex- 
secretary of state of the United States. It reflects the 
Zionist entity’s current strategy, which seems to be 
behind the U.S. and western military amassment in the 
region. Kissinger is trying to make this Zionist strategy 
the fundamental U.S. strategy. 


rhis is another strategy that the United Siates is pushing 
so that it may facilitate for itself controlling the region’s 
fates whenever it wishes to control them. But how will 
Kissinger and the United States perform this “reduc- 
tion” operation? Will U.S. forces enter Iraq holding in 
their hand the reduction “scissors” and reduce this 
division, that corps, the Air Force, or the missile force, 
and so forth? Who do you think you are? Are you “rulers 
of the world” who do whatever they wish to do? Iraq and 
the eager and honorable Arabs cannot be dealt with in 
this manner. You yourselves are only losing by adopting 
this type of pressure and intimidation. 


The presence of an Iraqi military force is not intended 
for expansion nor for aggression but to protect Iraq’s 
sovereignty and its political and economic independence 
and to protect the Iraqi people from the treachery of 
covetous tyrants. Washington’s policy of dominating 
other countries and peoples is what motivates this or that 
country to secure all the means to defend itself, its 
people, and its property. 


If the United States abandoned the methods of universal 
domination and control and if it respected the rights of 
peoples to live freely and without any kind of pressure or 
intimidation, then this or that country would not need 
more force or armament. 


Iraq is a peaceable country that advocates peace. But it 
does not accept pressures and capitulation. It wishes to 
build and develop itself and to provide its citizens with a 
comfortable life. But you, imperialists and Zior ists, will 
not let our peoples devote themselves totally to these 
noble objectives. You seek to entrench the backwardness 
of our countries and peoples and to perpetuate oppres- 
sion and darkness in our countries because you fear the 
light, progress, and prosperity spreading in them. 


In his objectives, Kissinger goes further with the purpose 
of destroying Iraq’s strength. He says that he will feel 
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more comfortable if the United States seeks to 
strengthen the UN resolutions by insisting on reducing 
Iraq’s military capabilities, even if this is done under 
international supervision, in order to eliminate the 
imminent danger threatening the region’s peace. 


Why doesn’t Kissinger call for reducing Israel's military 
capabilities and the capabilities of other countries in the 
region so that his “‘peaceable” call may be completely 
fair? Your ideas, Kissinger, are a failure because they are 
unfair to the others and because they are as remote as can 
be from being right and fair. Besides, what business do 
you have with our region wanting to “tailor” it with your 
“scissors” as you wish? This is domination in itself, and 
nobody can impose such domination on the Iraqi people. 


In his article, Kissinger deals with the possibility of a 
military solution, saying: “If a military clash occurs, the 
United States should seek an outcome more consistent 
with longterm stability.” This means that he assumes 
that the Uhited States must plan and chart the region’s 
conditions as it wishes. It is as if he is confident that 
everything will proceed according to U.S. wishes if war 
erupts in the region. They imagine that war in the region 
will bring about the stability that they desire or plan for. 
In this, Kissinger contradicts himself when he speaks of 
U.S. failure in the region—a failure to which we have 
previously referred. 


Kissinger then proceeds to discuss what has been going 
on in his mind, beginning with the title of his article, 
namely the “military option.” He says: 


“The (U.S.) administration must therefore decide at 
some point how long it is prepared to wait for the 
sanctions to work and how far it 1s prepared to go 
without unanimous international and societal support.” 


He adds: “I do not know if the decision must be made in 
October or November. | would be very uneasy were it to 
be delayed into the new year...” 


What does all this mean? It simply means preference for 
the war option. What ts worse is that Kissinger is trying 
to dictate the timing of the decision for war and deter- 
mine the month. He says that if the time “comfortable” 
for him is delayed, he would feel uneasy. This is why he 
proceeds to visualize the positions of the international 
parties if the United States decides to take the war option 
and embellishes the picture by saying that the United 
States will not be isolated in its decision. Kissinger does 
not stop at this limit but goes on to add that the “more 
likely road to isolation is by way of a protracted crisis.” 
This is why in the final paragraph of his article, Kissinger 
encourages the United States to accomplish what it seeks 
in the region by cooperating with its Arab partners and 
by not emerging ‘‘as the permanent defender of the status 
quo. 


Thus, we return to the title of Kissinger’s article. To put 
it briefly, he calls for the military solution, for subju- 
gating Iraq, for destroying its military capability, and for 
shaping the region’s security situation in a manner that 
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safeguards U.S. interests, regardless of the interests of 
the states concerned within the region or of their peoples. 
Positions like these cannot flow into the framework of 
sincere international efforts to settle international prob- 
lems and conflicts. The U.S. approach, whether 
expressed by Bush, Kissinger, or others, does not reflect 
the spirit of the new international order about which 
they talk in the various parts of the world. 


The U.S. approach to dealing with international situa- 
tions is an uncivilized and domineering approach that 
wreaks of the smell of “supremacy” in a disgusting 
manner. If the United States talks of “human rights,” 
then it must respect human beings in our region. Double 
standards and selectivity in dealing with and in viewing 
matters 1s something that cannot be one of the charac- 
teristics of the new international order, which they 
consider an outcome of the end of the cold war. 


One must note the fact that the developments that have 
prevailed in Europe for more than a year and that are 
ongoing and the development of U.S.-Soviet relations in 
an unprecedented manner bring into the picture the 
possibility of an immense diminution of the U:S. role in 
Europe. I do not find it unlikely that this U.S. conduct in 
the Gulf and this amassing of all the capabilities of the 
countries allied with the United States is merely 
intended to show the “big stick” of the United States to 
all countries of the world, including Europe. The United 
States wants to tell the world, and Europe in particular, 
that it (United States) alone determines the fates of the 
universe, and “‘you have to follow me.” 


Regrettably, the satellites have followed and have been 
Singing the praises of that which they follow. 


With the al-Aqsa Mosque massacre—the heinous Zionist 
crime perpetrated on 8 October 1990—the world will see 
with its own eves the credibility of all the world countries 
that have followed the United States and sung its praises 
when it enticed them with intimidation, threats, money, 
or other means to join it in the Gulf region. Let us wait 
and see. 


ISRAEL 


Shamir Profiled on 75th Birthday 
9/AEOILOOA Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 2 Nov 90 p 3 


[Article by Moshe Jacques] 


[Text] Yitzhaq Shamir received a lot of messages this 
week from the Bush administration. Not from the 
normal diplomatic pipelines, not through direct tele- 
phone conversations from the White House, but via 
Jewish leaders who passed him the message in accor- 
dance with a request from the White House: Please agree 
to accept the U.N. delegation in Jerusalem. 


Shamir’s response was unequivocal: No compromises on 
Jerusalem. The issue ts not a visit by U.N. officials, but 
by a delegation that would confiscate sovereign authority 
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over Jerusalem from Israeli hands by forcing U.N 
supervision upon it. That is why he is not prepared to 
deal. 


When Yitzhaq Shamir today looks back, on his 75th 
birthday, over the three confrontations he has had this 
year with the administration in Washington, he will find 
that, in point of fact, they all come down to the question 
of Jerusalem. All of the controversy stemmed from the 
attempts by the administration to gradually accustom 
Israel to reconciling itself with the definition of East 
Jerusalem as “conquered territory.” 


Shamir did not give a negative response to demands by 
the U.S. and U.S.S.R. and sadly committed himself not 
to direct immigrants from the Soviet Union to the 
territories. But when the administration asked him to 
apply that restriction to any part of Jerusalem, he was 
not afraid to say “No.” He will not take part in a division 
of Jerusalem nor in a prohibition against Jewish settle- 
ment in any of its parts. 


It was not the technical issue in the response to Baker 
that brought about the collapse of the National Unity 
government, but the declarations by Bush that preceded 
it. Shamir cannot separate the question of having Arab 
representatives from Jerusalem participate in the Cairo 
meeting from calls by Bush to stop building Jewish 
neighborhoods in East Jerusalem. The same is true of the 
Security Council resolution on the matter of a delegation 
to Jerusalem: It 1s not a technical question of whom to 
meet with among the U.N. secretary’s ambassadors, but 
a question of substance. The resolution that the U.S. 
voted for attempts to put a crack in the outer wall that 
protects Israeli rule over united Jerusalem. Shamir 1s 
trying to prevent that erosion. 


After embarking upon his job of Prime Minister seven 
years ago, Shamir succeeded in broadening the base of 
cooperation and understanding between the U.S. and 
Israel. On his first trip as Prime Minister to visit Presi- 
dent Reagan, he laid the basis for strategic cooperation 
and succeeded in obtaining the agreement of the Presi- 
dent of the United States to conduct negotiations over a 
free trade area between the two countries 


That was a significant breakthrough in Jerusalem- 
Washington relations. The results can be seen in the 
recent decision by the American Congress on the ques- 
tion of allotting Israel more tian the regular aid package, 
beginning with emergency stores of weapons and oil and 
ending with the expansion of services for ihe Sixth Fleet 
in the port of Haifa. The agreement about the port of 
Haifa is important, but it cannot settle the old dispute 
about Jerusalem. At Camp David it was agreed to sweep 
it under the rug, but the Bush administration tried to 
bring it to the forefront last year. That 1s where it ran into 
the Shamir roadblock. 


The Prime Minister is absolutely amazed at what impels 
the Bush administration in repeated futile attempts to 
erode Israel’s position in Jerusalem. One person 
reminded him that in the Security Council 19 years ago, 
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George Bush, who was then U.N. ambassador, voted for 
a resolution to send a U.N. delegation to Jerusalem. That 
would explain his support for the latest Security Council 
resolution. But to the contrary, President Bush might be 
expected to learn from the failure of the resolution in 
1971: That delegation never made it to Jerusalem. After 
Israel refused to receive it, the U.N. Secretary 
announced that the mission was being cancelled. 


That could also be the outcome of the present crisis. In 
any case, the Bush administration cannot suppose that 
Shamir will support the entry of the U.N. Trojan horse 
into Jerusalem, which could be an enduring fiasco. 


It may be that someone has deluded himself that 
Shamir’s collapse might be brought about by Security 
Council condemnation. Shamir is likely to surprise him, 
if he should succeed today in expanding the coalitional 
basis of his government. 


If, in fact, the “Aguda should give Shamir a birthday 
present today by joining the coalition, it would forget the 
trouble caused by the unsuccessful explanation for not 
fulfilling his promise. Shamir had promised ‘Aguda at 
the time to support their proposal for changing the 
definition of “Who is a Jew.” The storm that arose 
among U.S. Jewry made it clear to him that such a 
definition could drive a wedge among the various sec- 
tions of the people. He drew back and stayed away from 
the minefield of “Who is a Jew.” That was the signifi- 
cance of the slip of the tongue that he did not fulfill his 
obligations only when the good of the nation required it. 


Recently, pressures have increased for renewing the 
government of national unity. Shamir is not enthusiastic 
about calls for renewing that experiment, despite the fact 
that he pinned a lot of hopes on such a union in the past. 
He believed that a government in which fighters for the 
War of Independence would constitute the central axis, 
could stop the drift to the left among the young genera- 
tion in the Labor Party. 


Shamir gave Peres a free hand to conduct negotiations 
with King Husayn, not believing that anything positive 
would come of it. When he was persuaded that Peres had 
given in to Husayn on the issue of an international 
conference, without getting any substantive Jordanian 
concession in exchange, he did not hesitate to block it 
and even to risk the collapse of the government. He did 
not rule out negotiations with Husayn. He, too, met with 
the King, even after he had refused to commit to an 
international conference without anything significant in 
exchange from Jordan. It was actually from Shamir that 
Husayn got a written commitment to support him in the 
event the Iraqi army tried to invade his kingdom. That 
promise was given to the Jordanian king despite the fact 
that Shamir knows Husayn will not agree to a peace 
treaty with Israel without get ing East Jerusalem. But 
Shamir took Sadat’s advice: * Leave the difficult ques- 
tion of Jerusalem for the fina’ phase in the political 
process.’ That is also the form: !a Shamir is suggesting 
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today to the U.S., on condition that in the interim the 
U.S. not try to hurt Israel’s position in united Jerusalem 
and its development. 


Leadership Style Assessed 
914E0100B Tel Aviv MA’ARIV in Hebrew 
2 Nov 90 p 2B 


[Article by “Avi Bettelheim] 


[Text] Yosi ben ‘Aharon equates Yitzhaq Shamir to 
Harry Truman. “They say that President Truman, who 
had a haberdashery store, was one of the greatest U.S. 
presidents. He wasn’t a great intellectual, nor a sparkling 
speaker; he always remained a gray, middling kind of 
person. But Truman knew America’s place and read the 
public pulse, the man in the street. The same is true of 
Yitzhag Shamir. He is unfairly criticized for not being an 
innovator, for not being an intellectual, for not being 
exciting. But Shamir just isn’t like that. He is one of 
Israel’s outstanding heads of state. He is an innovator 
but he will not make public a lot of things he is doing that 
will become clear in the future. Shamir understood that 
we are in a braking period, taking upon himself that 
difficult and important mission of holding things up.” 


Yitzhaq Shamir is 75 today. His associates and office 
staff went to some pains in the past few weeks in 
anticipation of this day to perk up the spirits of their 
strict, dour-faced boss. Shamir will do the cake and ratse 
a glass and, as is his custom, not lose his temper. In the 
privacy of his own thoughts, with the discretion and 
secrecy he so loves, a light smile will cover his face. He 
has every reason to smile. Despite his sworn opponents 
both inside and out, he has managed to impose unitary 
authority both in the party and in the government. There 
is no one to challenge him, and he steers the ship 
according to his own world view, without making waves. 


The character of the Prime Minister was and remains 
anonymous. Who is the man who could approach Ben 
Gurion in terms of the number of years he will be 
accruing for himself? 


In the Prime Minister’s office, as you get close to his 
entourage, you find genuine, open admiration. Avi Pos- 
ner, the Prime Minister’s media adviser, has been with 
him for nine years and says: “Shamir has rare qualities, 
strength of character which is hard to find in people. He 
has a will of steel along with patience and ease. He grew 
into the job. He has strong willpower and cannot be 
broken. The cemeteries are full of people who misjudged 
him. I love him.” 


Yosi ‘Ahime’ir, Shamir’s office chief, has worked with 
him for more than six years: “He is strong and consis- 
tent, will never change his basic beliefs or his ideology 
He has unusual endurance that enables him to absorb 
criticism and ignore it, to read libelous articles about 
himself and not become upset. He is above that, he 1s at 
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his best. He conducts the government like a maestro 
conducting an orchestra; he is in total control. He is 
unique.” 


With deep seriousness his staff attributes strength to him 
that generally is not found in mortal humans. 


[Posner] “He is a man who can stand alone against the 
whole world, exactly as it sounds.” 


[’Ahime’ir] “It is he against the world?.” 
Two weeks ago, in the vote of no confidence in the 


Knesset, Shamir sank down in his chair in the full 
auditorium, closed his eyes, and was forced to listen to a 


Stinging, insulting opposition speech by the chairman of 


the Labor Party, Shim’on Peres. Even though the mere 
presence of Peres makes him break out, Shamir didn’t 
move, didn’t say anything, didn’t make a sound. When 
one of his aides later asked him how he could ignore such 
sharp words, Shamir replied: | pity Peres, he is con- 
sumed by envy. 


In September 1982 as well, during an official visit with 
President Ronald Reagan in Washington, Shamir dis- 
played his iron nerves and self control. The visit was 
arranged during the Lebanese war a short time after the 
Shelling of Beirut and the publication of the famous 
picture of the Lebanese infant with its hands cut off. A 
cold atmosphere and open hostility preceded Shamir and 
his entourage, and Reagan said: ‘What you are doing in 
Lebanon is a holocaust.” 


Shamir did not react, and when his turn came to speak. 
he stuck to his original speech and did not deviate from 
it. Later his office manager Yosi ben ‘Aharon asked: 
‘How could you not react to the President’s words? You 
who lost your family in the holocaust and you didn’t 
protest that awful comparison? Shamir answered him: "| 
can’t permit myself the luxury of personal feelings. If I 
do that, I lose points. I renounce all personal honor for 
the sake of national honor.“ 


But there is also another Shamir, less restrained, with 
very weak nerves. When the U.S. ambassador to Israel 
came to him to present him the London document (the 
agreement reached between Shim’on Peres and King 
Husayn), Shamir lost his self-control. Thunderstruck, 
angry, and betrayed, he waited for the ambassador’s exit 
and let loose a barrage of abuse and condemnation 
Shim’on Peres would have blushed had he been there to 
hear what was directed at him. Among other things, he 
was pronounced a traitor. 


Sessions of the Foreign and Defense Committee are a 
nightmare for Shamir. The meeting with members of the 
opposition is full of tension, and more than once he was 
the target of personal invective and returned the insults 
No less than Ge’ula Cohen, an old friend, was given the 
epithet “insane,” but he generally compliments Yosi 
Sharir, who specializes more than others in this com- 
mittee in undermining the Prime Mini«'°* trinqui lit 


nQGuirity 
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MK [Knesset Member] Yosi Beilin, recently added to the 
Foreign and Defense Committee, was devastated by his 
first encounter with the Prime Minister. During the 
meeting he passed a note to Yosi Sarid: “I feel as though 
I’m in a beginners’ Hebrew class for new immigrants.” 
Sarid explained to him: “To listen to Yitzhag Shamir in 
the Foreign and Defense Committee is somewhat akin to 
Chinese water torture: the slow dripping of water on the 
forehead in a monotonous rhythm. His situation surveys 
are greeted in the committee with a big yawn. He always 
seems like a man who, in the era of the compact disc, 
brought along a dusty collection of °78 records. Always 
the same songs.” 


Shamir hates uncouthness and loathes pests, and if it 
were up to him, he would lock up all the goldbricks. 
That’s why he avoids broad-based discussions and pre- 
fers narrow consultations. He is a compartmentall: ed, 
organized kind of person and maneuvers his people by 
area and talent. He generally dislikes people, and real 
appreciation is reserved for a select few. He is very 
attached to his general office manager Yosi ben ‘Aharon 
and to State Secretary “Elyaqim Rubinsteyn. 


He Entered Politics in 1973 


¢ Born in Poland in 1915. 

« Completed Hebrew High School in Bialystok and 
began studying Law in Warsaw. Did not graduate. 

* Immigrated to Israel in 1935 

¢ Joined the Irgun in 1937 and three years later was 
among those who defected to join Lehi. 

¢ Was arrested twice, in 1941 and 1946, and escaped 
twice. Was given political asylum in France and 
returned to Israel in May 1948 

¢ From 1955 to 1965, he held a senior post in Mossad. 

¢ Upon his departure, he went into private business. 

¢ In 1970 he joined the Herut movement and in 1973 
was elected under the Herut banner to the eighth 
Knesset 

¢ In 1977 was elected chairman of the ninth Knesset. 

¢ In March 1980, in the wake of the resignation of 
Moshe Dayan, of blessed memory, he was appointed 
Foreign Minister. 

¢ In 1983 he was elected Prime Minister after the 
departure of Menahem Begin. He held that post for 1 | 
months. 

¢ After the 1984 elections, together with Shim’on Peres, 
he set up a government of National Unity. Initially he 
served as Foreign Minister and returned as Prime 
Minister in 1986. 

¢ After the 1988 elections he established a unity gov- 
ernment and served in his position until March 1990, 
at which point he became the only Prime Minister in 
the history of the State of Israel to be thrown out by a 
vote of no confidence. 

e In June 1990 he put together a government 


Yitzhaq Shamir ws married in 1944 to Shulamit, a 
member of Betar who afterward joined Lehi. The couple 
have a son and daughter: Yair, the manager of Scitex 
and Gil ada, wno works In a government institution He 
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is not a man who makes friends, and if he has to 
participate in a family celebration, the expression on his 
face tells you that all he wants to do is get back home 
quickly. He has never been known to tell a joke, but his 
associates report that he loves to hear jokes, so long as 
they are in good taste. 


As government sessions begin to stretch, his patience 
wears thin. The nervous drumming of his fist on the 
table gradually turns into real pounding. There is no way 
to tell when the explosion will occur. He is an uncom- 
municative person, often his eyes are closed, and then 
suddenly he jumps up, shouts and brings the issue to a 
vote or closes it himself. He becomes angry if a govern- 
ment session lasts more than one hour at noontime. No 
one can rob him of his trip home, his lunch with 
Shulamit and his beloved hour’s nap. 


In contrast to previous Prime Ministers Menahem Begin 
and Shim’on Peres, he doesn’t like to hold meetings at 
home. He is the perfect office person who loves to sit in 
his office and conduct affairs there. The same cannot be 
said about the Knesset, which he finds troublesome. 
Before the last no confidence vote, when he was notified 
in his Knesset office about a postponement in voting due 
to the absence of several Likud MK’s which would yield 
an uncertain outcome, he became furious and yelled: 
“Where are those good-for-nothings? What are they 
doing? What are they thinking about?” 


There has never been a Prime Minister who makes such 
infrequent appearances before Party fora. Shamir 
doesn’t miss it. Menahem Begin was very strict about 
appearing before the Party Central to win its trust and to 
be strengthened by the greetings and warmth the) 
showed him. Shamir, after the microphone duel with 
‘Ariel Sharon, can do without that dubious pleasure and 
also gets along fine without sound Party institutions. He 
has much more important things to do than sit for hours 
and hours in the Herut Central listening to a speech by 
David Levi. 


Even if he will not openi; admit it, he is disturbed by the 
comparisons made between him and Menahem Begin 
After Begin’s sudden retirement, one of the Herut MK’s 
turned to Shamir and said: ““Now we'll be able to deal 
with the Prime Minister as just another flesh and blood 
human being.’ Shamir banged his hand on the table and 
said: “I want to be treated like Menahem Begin.” 


But the Prime Minister quickly learned that he had to 
distance himself from Begin, otherwise he would be 
considered simply his replacement. Even though he was 
careful to visit Tzemah Street in Jerusalem on the eve of 
every political decision, and always made sure to men- 
tion Begin in his speeches, or at least to send regards, it 
was loathsome for him to do so. After the 1984 elections. 
ina speech to the Likud election staff in Metzudat Ze'ev. 
Shamir said several times: “This is the first campaign we 
ran without Menahem Begin.” It was understood that 
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without Begin it was a good political accomplishment for 
Likud, but Shamir meant to say that the accomplishment 
was purely his own. 


Under the surface there is a certain coolness between 
Shamir and MK Beni Begin. The Prime Minister has not 
yet forgotten Begin’s decision to appoint him Knesset 
chairman, a job which caused him real torture, and he is 
in no hurry to bring the younger Begin into his govern- 
ment. Lately they meet more often on Shamir’s initia- 
tive, but the Prime Minister rejected the pleading of one 
of his associates to appoint MK Begin as Minister 
Without Portfolio in the present government. “There ts 
no urgent reason to do that,” he said. 


Shamir is very self-reliant, he believes only in himself. “I 
make the best decisions alone,” he told one of his aides. 
He is also in no hurry to retire from political life, 
possibly mainly because he has no confidence in any of 
the successors waiting in the wings. Were he able to skip 
over the three declared candidates— Arens, Levy, and 
Sharon—he would do so without hesitation. Sharon 1s 
dangerous, he has no respect for Levi, and he would sign 
off on ‘Arens, a man from his own camp, only if there 
were no other choice. Shamir will not forget how he 
bent” to Baker. Dan Meridor 1s his preferred candidate, 
but he still has doubts if he is enough of a fighter, 
aggressive enough to defend the Land of Israel. For those 
reasons, and also because he loves to rule, the possibility 
that Shamir will head Likud again in 1992 seems almost 
certain. 


“At my age there isn’t much for me to do other than 
worry about the country,” Shamir told his associates in a 
rare moment of openness. He also said: “The State of 
Israel is condemned to many more long years of struggle 
and therefore he must not, by any means, risk a softening 
of our position. The one and only goal is to preserve the 
Land of Israel.” 


“I can say in my defense that when I have not done 
something I promised to do, it was because I believed it 
was my duty to my country and people,” the Prime 
Minister told members of the Likud faction in March of 
this year. The list of promises he has broken is impres- 
sive. For details, you need only ask MK members 
Menahem Forush, “Eliahu ben ‘Elisar, "Avraham Sharir, 
‘Aharon ‘Abuhatzira, Yig’al Horovitz, and “Ovadia ‘Eli. 
Additional testimony can be had from Minister Yuval 
Ne’eman, who has not forgotten the Prime Minister’s 
advice to hang up on a wall the agreement that was 
signed and not fulfilled. Furthermore, Mordekhai Tz1- 
pori, today General Manager of National Insurance, 
remembers well the degradation of not being elected to 
any of the Herut movement's “sevenths.” That hap- 
pened a short time after the government commission ol 
inquiry on the Sabra and Shatila incident impugned the 
judgment of Foreign Minister Shamir for not paying 
heed to Tzipori’s telephone warning about the ““wilding 
of the Falanges tn the camps.” 
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He set up the present government with no great love. The 
coalitional negotiations continued right up to the last 
minute, and none of his associates knew whether he did 
or did not want a right-wing government dependent on a 
narrow majority in the Knesset, two of who’s senior 
ministers—David Levi and Yitzhaq Moda’i—tied his 
hands and forced him to give them the Foreign Ministry 
and Treasury portfolio, respectively. 


Yosi ‘Ahime’ir, the manager of his office says: “The 
Prime Minister chose his government under compulsion. 
However, he gave and will give his backing to all the 
ministers, including Levi, Sharon, and Moda’i, in order 
to advance the interests of the country, each man in his 
own sphere. The personal issue does not concern him. 
He sees them as pieces on a chessboard, and he moves 
them, uses them to advance his goals.” 


It is doubtful if there has been any Prime Minister who 
has received such biting, critical press, but Shamir 
repeatedly says it has no effect on him. The fact that he 
has been in the job five years, and there still has not been 
a single book written about him calls for further expla- 
nation. Shamir, by the way, is writing his memoirs with 
Rina Samu’el, generally on Sabbath afternoons in his 
home. 


His staying power is amazing. He stopped Levi and 
Sharon in hard, dirty fighting and managed to get past 
embarrassing incidents that were linked to him in one 
way or another: Sabra and Shatila, the Shin Bet incident. 
the Jonathan Pollard affair, and the book by Victor 
‘Ostrovsky. Yosi Sarid says that Shamir’s one overriding 
characteristic 1s staying power, and he therefore calls him 
a “sardine” [a pun on the Hebrew word for that charac- 
teristic]. 


Shamir en Route to Second Place 


If Shamir’s government serves the full term allotted to it, 
he will stand in second place on the Prime Minister 
longevity list: 


1. David Ben Gurion—160 months. 2. Menahem 
Begin—76 months. 3. Yitzhaq Shamir—61 months 4. 
Levi ‘Eshgol—57 months 5. Golda Me’ir—51 months 6 
Yitzhaqg Rabin—36 months 7. Shim’on Peres—26 
months 8. Moshe Sharett—22 months 


During the years of his rule, he has used the word “no” 
in commercial quantities. ““No” to Camp David, “*No” 
to withdrawing the IDF [Israel Defense Forces] from 
Lebanon, “No” to Reagan, “No” to Schultz, “No” to 
Mubarak, “No” to the London agreement, “No” to 
Baker. Shim’on Peres once said about him that he has no 
vision of the future, only of the past. Yosi Sarid believes 
that “the world revolves at too quick a pace for him, 
which makes him dizzy and nervous. ‘Stop the world,’ he 
says, ‘! want to get off and rest up.’ ” 


But Shamir sits firmly in his chair and laughs at his 
critics. He continues to run things his way. Nothing 1s 
urgent, time works to our advantage, the situation 1s 
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improving, we shouldn’t make waves. There is a feeling 
about him that he doesn’t want to leave his stamp. Begin 
is identified with the Camp David peace agreement, 
Peres will be remembered as the one who did away with 
inflation, and Shamir, for reasons known only to him, 
does not feel it important than anything be connected 
with his name. 


“It is no accident that he has been Prime Minister for so 
long,’ says ‘Avi Posner. “When he was first appointed 
they said it was for three months, a kind of short 
transition period until a suitable person could be found. 
Afterward, they said it was a matter of luck. Every time 
they mourn him and are sure he has finally fallen, he gets 
up again. There is no longer anything accidental about it. 
Yitzhaq Shamir isa pheno non.” 


‘Uri ‘Elitzur, head of the N onal Religious Party’s 
information department, a resident of ‘Ofra, and one of 
the former heads of Gush “Emunim, recently character- 
ized that phenomenon in a letter to members of the 
Party: “...Yitzhaq Shamir is a person with an inhibiting 
personality who excels in rearguard fighting and whose 
main interest is in maintaining matters calmly during the 
campaign. His strategy is simply not to make waves and 
to have each day pass quietly. Sometimes I think Shamir 
goes home in the evening and tells his wife with satisfac- 
tion: “Today was an excellent day, nobody did any- 
thing’....” 


Arguments for, Against Closing Green Line 


Benvenisti Against Separation 


9/4E0131A4 Tel Aviv HADASHOT in Hebrew 
25 Oct 90 p IB 


[Interview with Meron Benvenisti by Hana Qayam:; 
place and date not specified] 


[Text] Meron Benvenisti sees everything from Wash- 
ington. He has already written and stated, and he again 
states: “I told you so.’ From there, from Washington, he 
saw Teddy Kollek state in ‘60 seconds” all of the slogans 
that he knows. Benvenisti became so irritated that he 
decided to write a new book, instead of the book which 
he was supposed to write while in the diaspora. In his 
new book, he will document perceptions from the field 
regarding the communal and existential conflict about 
which he has written frequently. It seems that Benvenisti 
is deviating this time from his custom of wailing at the 
gate without saying how he would act. “My father told 
me that DAVAR published a letter to the editor yes- 
terday, which said: ‘If Benvenisti is so wise, why does he 
not roll up his sleeves and do something?” 


[Qayam] I understand that you have not managed to 
disconnect yourself. 


(Benvenisti] Certainly not. It is difficult for me. What is 
happening now is really the most awful situation from 
the standpoint of Jewish-Arab relations in Israel 
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{Qayam] Do you remember such a density of violent 
incidents between Jews and Arabs occurring in Israel? 


{[Benvenisti] No. But the problem is not the density of 
events, nor even the number of victims. The current 
Situation is being made difficult and terrible by the 
course of incidents and their cumulative weight, 
resulting in a loss of control over everything. What is 
most awful, in contrast to the directed incidents before 
the intifadah, is that the current incidents are reaction 
upon reaction, a protracted chain reaction, complete 
chaos. The Jews find it is extremely important to think 
that these Arab knifers received orders, and they are 
citing fliers directed at the knifers. Why? Because they 
cannot contend with the fear that someone will get up in 
the morning and decide that he is going to take revenge. 


[Qayam] This is not a matter of isolated, lunatic groups. 


{Benvenisti] These are not groups, but people who are 
going to do something because of previous incidents. It is 
a matter of spontaneous expressions. As in an area 
saturated with combustible material, fire breaks out 
everywhere. It is impossible to know why it is happening. 
Nor is it possible to cope with it. What do you do? On the 
one hand, you think that every Arab will unsheathe a 
knife, but on the other hand, you want to believe that 
this Arab is a soldier, that he received orders. In the 
latter instance, we can demonstrate our organized power 
against the people whom we call murderers, the Pales- 
tinians, or ‘error. We can then use our organized power 
against a collective, not against a specific knifer. 


{Qayam] Do you mean that we have reached a situation 
in which all Jews are standing against all Palestinians? 


{Benvenisti] The Palestinian mobilization and the Israeli 
mobilization are complete. To the extent that mobiliza- 
tion is coinplete, the friction between the two communi- 
ties becomes disturbing on a daily basis. We are deeply 
within a civil war. However, the worst thing is the mood, 
the feeling that the enemy is lying in ambush around 
every corner. Of course, this leads to even greater vio- 
lence, because then you can fire, suppress, and impose 
collective punishments. It is important for me to empha- 
size that all of this has no connection to solutions 
regarding peace and partition. 


[Qayam] What do you mean? 


[Benvenisti}] The Temple Mount for example. Jews 
always prayed at the Western Wall and Arabs always 
prayed above [on the Temple Mount]. That is how it 
was. There is no room here for any binational or other 
final solution. This is a survival situation. The problem 
in such a Situation 1s that events are cyclical and spi- 
raling. I heard [Jerusalem Mayor] Teddy [Kollek] state 
yesterday on KOL YISRA’EL [radio station] that only 
peace negotiations will solve the problem. Is this not 
Surprising? Which peace negotiations is he talking 
about? The probiem could be solved if Jewish and Arab 
leaders, instead of continuing this terrible wave, would 
sit down to decide how to moderate it. I have also been 
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thinking about the intifadah. I read here an article by 
[HA°ARETZ military correspondent] Ze’ev Schiff, who 
states that whoever said that the intifadah was coming to 
an end does not know what he is talking about. That ts a 
mistake, because the intifadah is not an incident, but a 
situation. The intifadah is a lifestyle that was pent up 
and then broke out. Since it broke out, it has been 
impossible to suppress it. The problem is that the defi- 
nition of the intifadah as an incident, as something that 
begins and ends, is nonsense. It amazes me how people 
make such mistakes, which cost human lives. It seems to 
me that this concept was the psychological reason that 
explains why Arabs were killed on the Temple Mount. 


[Qayam] Again, you must explain 


[Benvenisti] On the same morning of the day on which 
the Temple Mount incident occurred, the president held 
a reception. Thousands of Christians were circulating in 
Jerusalem, and everything was being done to demon- 
Strate that the intifadah was coming to an end. People 
believe in this self-delusion. As a result, they do not 
understand that the intifadah is no longer coming to an 
end. If they did, perhaps they would have taken seriously 
the warnings that an incident on the Temple Mount was 
going to occur. 


{Qayam] The possibility of cutting off the Arabs of the 
territories from Israel is being raised in Israel and is 
gaining support from both the right and the left. What do 
you think? 


[Benvenisti] It is total nonsense. They attempted to do 
that a year and a half ago in Gaza, when they gave them 
identity cards. At that time, the poor members of the left 
said that the green line was being resurrected, that the 
Palestinians were receiving visas to enter into Israel, and 
that the Likud had actually partitioned the country 
Nonsense. It would be like South Africa, where they do 
not allow blacks to live in Johannesburg. Economic 
integration between us and them is so substantial that all 
of this talk is empty. The Israeli economy could not 
tolerate it. However, the problem 1s the ideology that 
stands behind this proposal. It sickens me, because it 
proposes to place the Arabs in concentration ~amps 


[Qayam] Do you believe that such a disconnection 
would encourage the establishment of a Palestinian 
State? 


[Benvenisti] No, because Israel would have control over 
it. Israel would not have made a concession. Such a 
development would lead precisely to the creation of an 
even stronger system of oppression 


[Qayam] Could this perhaps make the Palestinians even 
more extreme? 

[Benvenisti] They cannot be made more extreme. These 
people have no choice but to take up knives to kill Jews, 


because they have no military option except harassment 


[(Qayam] Do you expect that such harassment will grow” 
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[Benvenisti] It will grow as long as the Jewish public is 
afraid, and the Jewish public really will be afraid. The 
problem is that it accepts violence from both sides as a 
given. Let us suppose that it is possible to attempt 
otherwise. 


{Qayam] Will these incidents perhaps convince people of 


the need for a political solution? 


[Benvenisti] Not unless people stop thinking in terms of 


revenge Or rooting Out terror, not unless the government 
stops thinking in the communal terms of the 1930s, and 
in terms of incidents anu + 2action or repression. Then, it 
would be possible to do many things. It would be 
possible, for example, to say—now, after we know 
explicitly that this damages us and that Israeli enforce- 
ment will not be able to control this type of violence— 
that it is necessary to begin talking. [I do] not [mean] 
talking peace with the PLO, but rather releasing Faysal 
al-Husayni from being under arrest and saying to them: 
What was was, it is damaging to both sides, you will go 
bankrupt and will be hungry for bread, we will do such 
and such. So come now, let us talk about how we are 
going to manage this crisis—not solve it, but manage 
it—in a sophisticated manner to reduce the tensions, and 
to provide several solutions and several symbolic mea- 
sures that satisfy the Arabs’ demand. However, the 
problem is that we are unable to do so, because the 
government is going after public opinion. 


[Qayam] What would you do in such an instance if you 
were Yitzhaq Shamir? 


[Benvenisti] | would, for example, make a declaration 
regarding the Temple Mount. On 11 July 1967, the status 
quo agreement on the Temple Mount was signed. Since 
then, it has not been changed. However, since the Likud 
rose to power, we have not heard it make a single 
declaration in this connection. 


[Qayam] What would you declare? 


[Benvenisti] I would declare that the status quo on the 
Temple Mount has not changed. It is important to make 
statements that contain symbolic satisfaction 


[Qayam] What are you doing there in Washington? 


[Benvenisti] I wanted to write a theoretical book on the 
crisis Management in a binational society. However, | 
cancelled that this evening. Instead, I will write another 
book, a documentary book. I will go to speak with 
people, and I will write about the situation 


[Qayam] In any case, you will not join the emigre 
community in America 


[Benvenisti] God forbid. On the contrary. It is not good 
for me here. I look at the Americans, and it seems to me 
that they are playing tennis on a vertical court 
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Immigrants and Palestinians 


9/AE0131B Tel Aviv HADASHOT in Hebrew 
25 Oct 90 p 18 


[Article by Hana Qayam] 


[Text] In the original city of Chelm [a city of fools in 
Jewish folklore], foolish but megalomaniacal leaders 
ruled. They wanted, as will be recalled, to capture the 
moon inside a bucket of water [having seen its reflection 
in the water], to conquer the furthest star, and to do so 
the easy way. In recent months, there has been talk in 
Israel of solving the employment problem of the masses 
of immigrants from the Soviet Union in the same breath 
with talk of a practical solution to the problem of the 
Palestinians’ animosity, a solution that would entail 
closing the Israeli labor market to them. Here ts the 
bucket, and this is the moon. 


Without touching on the question of whether or not the 
closure of the territories constitutes the birth pangs of a 
Palestinian state, a completely different question will be 
asked here: Who will build new homes for the new 
immigrants’? True, one can now meet in the supermar- 
kets more and more workers with a recent past in the 
Soviet Union. However, ii 1s reasonable to assume that 
they will attempt within a short time to improve their 
livelihoods and pay stubs. 


Has someone perhaps thought to exploit the recent 
incidents to attempt to resolve concerns over problems 
related to the employment of the new immigrants? It 
seems that more and more politicians are dreaming of 
immigration from the Soviet Union as a solution to all of 
Israeli society's problems. They have told us that the new 
immigrants will restore the Jewish mind’s lost genius, 
raise the depressed level of education, and elevate the 
deteriorating level of technology and initiative. Now 
they are telling us that the same immigrants will also 
become manual laborers and street cleaners. Neverthe- 
less, who will build new apartments for the new immi- 
grants’ 


Whoever thinks that former immigrants from eastern 
[African and Asian] countries will return to being 
manual laborers to replace workers from the territories 1s 
mistaken. At one time, Palestinians did indeed replace 
eastern Jews in manual jobs inside the green line. How- 
ever, it is now doubtful whether the former immigrants 
from the countries of the east and their children would 
agree to again mix plaster instead of Ahmad. After the 
Six Day War, a significant segment of the eastern Jews 
ascended on the social status ladder. The plasterer 
became a small building contractor, and the custodial 
worker became a custodial contractor. Neither of them 
would agree to go backwards. Anyone dreaming of this 
possibility will encounter considerable social ferment. 


However, in the city of Chelm, politicians, each 
according to his world view, speak stylishly about solving 
the problems of society and the state, including the 
recent bloody incidents, through immigration from the 
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Soviet Union. Immigration will not solve these prob- 
lems. These problems will be solved through other 
actions, actions which do not mean closing the labor 
market to Arab workers from the territories to maintain 
Israeli rule over them, but thinking about how Israel 
must disconnect itself from the territories themselves. 
The distance between the dream and the deed itself is the 
difference between the bucket and the moon 


Call to Ban Palestinians 
9/4E0I31C Tel Aviv HADASHOT in Hebrew 
25 Oct 90 p 3 


{Article by Roiblatt] 


[Text] Look where we have arrived. Our cities are filled 
with blood, and murderers stalk the streets. Knifing, 
axing, shooting, strangling, burning, and stoning—these 
are the kinds of abominable, unnatural deaths that are 
the lot of the innocent on a daily basis. Each day has its 
bloody victims. This is our life, south of Beirut. We lost 
our quality of life long ago, we have almost lost our 
reason for existing, and now we must fear for our lives 
daily. 


How did we get to this point? Why did we get to this 
point? It is not important now. The facts are incontest- 
able, and they are our life. What do I have to do with the 
right and what do I have to do with the left? What do I 
have to do with the face of a scorpion and what do I have 
to do with the face of an ass? Both speak absurdly while 
the knives are talking in the cities and on the roads. Two 
nations are wallowing in a feast of death, the occupier 
and the occupied, both red from blood. It seems that 
blood alone is filling the wide abyss of hatred between 
them. The two nations no longer have anything to do 
together, and they must separate 


They must actually separate for a long time. They must 
be apart until better days come, until there is light at the 
end of the tunnel, until there is cause for hope, until a 
political solution arises, until they learn to coexist. This 
Is not a passing wave, Mr. Prime Minister, who 1s 
looking out from the windows of the secured govern- 
mental campus. Whoever says that this is a passing wave 
knows that another, greater wave will come after it. We 
have been swimming in these waves for a long time, and 
your sinking boat does not appear as if it will bring us to 
shore. For three years, the Army has been engaged in 
destroying itself and its strength in activities for which it 
is not intended. Three years have passed without the 
establishment of a force to contend with the uprising, 
and without the adoption of some common sense that 
would contribute to a true solution. Three years have 
passed, and forces are being injected [into the territories] 
and reinforced, forces that are running from one fire to 
another on the passing waves. We shoot, we weep, we 
Strike, we are judged, we are stoned, we are stabbed, and 
we are trying to maintain the semblance of a sane life 
We have not had such a life for a long time. Lunacy ts 
slapping us in the face, and the systems are losing 
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control. What have I to do with the left or the right? It is 
a fact of life that the crazed killer of tomorrow could be 
the plasterer in the building across the way, the cook in 
the restaurant, the delivery person from the store, the 
agricultural laborer in the field, or the man coming 
toward me on the street. | do not want this man in the 
street and I do not want this delivery person in the store. 
Even if the overwhelming majority of those coming to 
work [from the territories] are upright and burdened 
with extended families, we can no longer pay their 
salaries with our lives. We must tighten the green line 
with a red line, because life has become anarchy on both 
sides 


The intifadah has defeated them. It has left us split, torn, 
divided, confused, bitter, afraid, powerless, and hateful 
Is Our system so dependent on their labor? Will the 
economy collapse within three years if the Arab rock 
thrower does not come to work in the morning? Will the 
fruit not reach the produce stores? Will the cars not be 
refueled at the gas stations? Will the dishes not be 
washed 111 the restaurants? Will cars not be repaired in 
garages’ Will delivery people from the stores not arrive? 
Will 120,000 immigrants not be able to build their 
houses without the plasterer from “Abadiyah? If that is 
the case, we have nothing to do here, because the 
intifadah has defeated us. 


What have I to do with the left and what have I to do 
with the right? Without connection to my views on 
political solutions that are appropriate or desirable in the 
future, these days of ours are no longer sufferable. What 
have I to do with the left and what have I to do with the 
right? Even if I stretch my humanity to the limit, even if 
I assume that the wretched enemy has every reason to do 
this, | do not want to be his victim, nor do I want him to 
jump me at the entrance to my home, shouting Allahu 
akbar [God is the greatest]. 


It is necessary to create a partition, to lessen contact, to 
create a time interval that will separate us from them, 
with people beating their chest for their many sins and 
engaging in moral stocktaking. We could also exploit a 
time frame to achieve our own true rejuvenation by 
seeking a way out, mending the wounds of discord, 
contending with the challenges. and returning to the 
agricultural fields, in addition to plastering new build- 
ings with our own hands, but without being told 
tomorrow that life is returning to normal. We have 
already gone that route 


Allowances for Palestinians 
9/14E0131D Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR itn Hebrew 
25 Oct 90 p$ 


[Article by Avi Benyahu] 


[Text] There were persons in the security system and the 
General Staff of the IDF [Israel Defense Forces] who 
opposed Defense Minister Moshe Arens’ decision to 
order the closure of the territories and to prohibit the 
presence of Palestinians within the green line. Such a 
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decision 1s a very significant measure whose effects are 
liable to be far reaching. Those who opposed tt think that 
it would have been appropriate to wait a number of days 
before making an extreme decision 


On the other side, the defense minister, the police 


minister, and senior members of the General Staff 


sought, through the decision, to provide an immediate 
response that would help calm the wave of violence that 
has been visited upon the state of Israel during the last 
three days. The closure of the territories and the prohi- 
bition against the presence of Palestinians within the 
green line necessarily reduce friction between Jews and 
Arabs in population concentrations, work sites, and so 
on. These measures also provide a basis for significantly 
curbing, in the short term, the wave of violence, and 
Strengthening the feeling of security of citizens of the 
state, most of whom are afraid. 


To date, the security system has customarily prohibited 
movement from the territories to the state of Israel only 
on Yom Kippur or on Independence Day. Once, a year 
and a half ago, after the murder of soldier Avi Sasportas, 
the Gaza Strip was closed for similar reasons. However, 
as a rule, this 1s an extraordinary step with profound 
significance regarding the validity of the green line 


As of yesterday, there is no leaving the territories. The 
Israeli police, assisted by reports from civilians, are 
combing different areas and forcing residents of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip to return to their homes 


[his measure 1s likely to give rise to a problem in coming 
days, when more than 100,000 Palestinian wage earners 
will not have gone out to work. Many of them will loose 
their sources of livelihood, and it 1s expected that the 
focus of the intifadah will shift from Jerusalem and 
inside Israel back to the West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
It seems that these unemployed wage earners are likely to 
lead the intifadah and double its intensity, because, as 
far as they are concerned, “we have nothing more to 
lose.” Anyone who now discusses or raises ideas of 
completely and permanently prohibiting the presence of 
Arabs of the territories in Israel does not understand the 
implications. Indeed, it would be possible to overcome 
the shortage of workers that would develop by offering 
vacant jobs to unemployed Israelis and new immigrants 
who, as a rule, do not detest jobs in the services and 
construction. However, such a decision would be more 
damaging than beneficial 


Denying the Arabs of the territories and Israel their 
sources of income would constitute a “time bomb” that 
would revive the uprising and lead it to new patterns of 
action much more shocking than those we have come to 
know. In addition, harsh international criticism would 
be directed at Israel in such a context. Those offering 
recommendations in this regard should remember that 
whoever wears the hat of a policeman in the territories 
and persists in holding onto the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank is fully responsible for the welfare, security, and 
livelihood of the population residing in these areas 
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The measure taken by the security system has compelled 
the IDF to inject large Army forces into the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip to ensure order there and to curb the 
possibility of a renewed wave of disturbances. SHABAK 
{General Security Service] will also be required to work 
strenuously to prevent the desire to take revenge and 
carry Out attacks against Jews and Israelis from being 
realized against approximately 100,000 Jewish settlers 
residing in the territories in addition to the soldiers and 
policemen stationed there 


The injection of Army forces in the territories for the 
purpose of reinforcement 1s creating virtual despair 
among regular brigade and battalion commanders. Sol- 
diers of the paratroops, the Golani Brigade, and the 
Giv'ati Brigade are again confined to the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. The General Staff is finding it difficult to 
implement a fixed timetable for the training and opera- 
tional engagement of regular units. In addition, the speed 
of events 1s requiring the presence of roving companies 
and battalions 


Last week, in the Gaza Strip, | met with Giv’ati and 
Golani company commanders. They complained of 
being mobilized with recruits who are still not suffi- 
ciently qualified to ensure order in the territories. They 
also complained of recent events having disrupted the 
IDF’s agenda. Even without extraordinary incidents, 
such as the Temple Mount incident and the recent wave 
of terror, there has been a steady increase 1n the order of 
forces in the territories since Moshe Arens became 
defense minister. As the months pass, it 1s becoming 
difficult for the IDF to contend with the protracted 
mission in the territories, and the solutions are being 
exhausted 


In the face of these dramatic incidents, the serious 
deterioration in the security situation and the deep 
accumulating hatred, and despite the estimation of all 
security elements that the terrorism situation will only 
become graver, Prime Minister Yitzhaq Shamir ts circu- 
lating about with his reassuring message that “this is a 
passing wave.” Shamir spoke about this “passing wave” 
three years ago when the uprising broke out in the 
territories. At that time, he promised that the intifadah 
was coming to an end. At this time also, he 1s not 
allowing the facts to confuse his private appraisal of the 
situation, which is obviously making him more resolute 
in his analysis that there 1s no reason to expedite a 
political solution, and that “time will do 1ts own [work].”’ 


However, time 1s passing. The increase in acts of terror 
and the inability of security elements to contend with 
this type of struggle using familiar, regular tools, guar- 
antee us a difficult period during which citizens’ feelings 


of security will erode significantly, and where hatred 
between Jews and Arabs will deepen further 

Security elements, including those identified with the 
right, are now wide-awake and devoid of delusions. They 














40 NEAR EAST 


favor a rapid political solution. However, Yitzhaq 
Shamir is confident and certain that time is working to 
our advantage. 


Post-1967 Palestinian Labor 
9/AEOI31E Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 26 Oct 90 p 15 


[Article by Mikhal Sela’] 


[Text] The prohibition against the entry into Israel of all 
Palestinians from the territories satisfies our national 
urge for revenge. It also permits a “separation of forces” 
and a calming of the tempers of Israelis and Palestinians 
alike, after three weeks of street battles. 


In the long range, it is an act of stupidity that will act 
against us like a boomerang. Our hearts will not be 


broken by the growing agitation of a million and a half 


people closed off without sufficient employment, with 
bread and olives to feed their children. Only the shed- 
ding of a tear by world public opinion over the starving 
of a people is likely to frighten decisionmakers in Israel. 


If the closure continues, and if leaders of the US. 
administration see that the Israelis are sufficiently happy 
with Israeli labor, the U.S. administration would be able 
to convince the American Congress that the entire story 
about the impossibility of existing without the territories 
was a bluff. We would reach a political settlement on our 


bellies, biting the dust, afterwards even the dread of 


Saddam would no longer be a miracle potion for us 


The decision to permit residents of the territories to 
work in Israel was not made easily 22 years ago. Minister 
Pinhas Sapir had absolutely no desire for the territories. 
Sapir, the minister of labor, feared for the national 
unemployment balance. Golda Me’ir was ambivalent. 
She feared that Arab workers would become Israel's 
manual! laborers, though she also opposed giving equal 
wages to Jews and Arabs, relates Shlomo Gazit in his 
book, “The Carrot and the Stick” (1985). When Defense 
Minister Moshe Dayan attempted to convince the min- 
isterial committee for affairs of the territories to permit 
Palestinian labor in Israel, he stated: “Do we need to 
hold onto this hot iron until we wish to discard it, or are 
our hands going to be burned by the heat?” 


[Palestinian] labor in Israe! began as a necessity of 


reality, which expedited the government’s decisions. As 
in the proverb of the cart and the ox, the Israeli economy 
was experiencing a development upswing and was crying 
Out for manpower, while unemployment in the territo- 
ries was running at about 25 percent of the labor force 
there. The economic connection between the West Bank 
and Jordan had been severed, and Palestinian students 
who had begun to return from studying in the United 
States further aggravated the unemployment predica- 
ment 


The military government sought to permit work in Israel 
as part of a policy that maintained that it was necessary 
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to return life to its natural course as quickly as possible 
and to limit focuses of dissatisfaction among the Pales- 
tinians. 


‘Satisfactory work for the population is part of the 
general calm and security component in the region,” 
States a major general in the reserves. Refa’el Vardi, who 
was, among other things, the military governor of the 
West Bank and the coordinator of the government’s 
activities in the territories said, ““The concept was that as 
long as they were under our rule, we had to see to it that 
there would be relaxation in the field, so that there would 
not be political and social agitation.” 


About a year after the territories were occupied, in July 
1968, the ministerial committee for economic affairs 
decided to permit the employment of workers from the 
territories in Israel. For this purpose, employment agen- 
cies were established, the need to obtain a license to visit 
in Israel was cancelled, and professional courses were 
given by the Labor Ministry, in which about 16,000 
people participated over a four-year period. Implemen- 
tation of the decision was applied first to the West Bank, 
and then to the Gaza Strip about six months later. 


Like a hot pressure cooker being opened too suddenly, 
Palestinian workers streamed to jobs in Israel, mostly 
construction jobs. A smaller group was employed in 
tomato fields, and the rest in hotels, restaurants, and 
garbage collection 


In 1968, there were about 5,000 Palestinian workers in 
Israel according to data of the employment agencies. At 
the end of 1969, there were more than 13,000 workers 
from the West Bank and about 5,000 workers from the 
Gaza Strip. Within another year, 27,000 Palestinians 
were working in Israel through the employment agencies. 


The governmental committee, which made its decisions 
after hesitation and mulling, established two basic prin- 
ciples. The first is that permits for work in Israel be 
granted as long as a manpower shortage existed in Israel. 
The second principle is that wages for regular work, to be 
distinguished from entrepreneurial work, would be equal 
for equal work. 


The two principles were violated, perhaps before they 
were even established. The government determined 
quotas for work permits, but it did not have the means to 
control illegal employment. It 1s estimated that the 
number of persons employed unofficially has now 
become equal to the number of persons registered with 
the employment agencies. The dimensions of black 
market employment facilitated the violation of the 
second principle. “This was convenient for the worker, 
but mainly for the employer,” states Vardi with sorrow. 
To this day, control of employment is impossible, mainly 
because of the absence of cooperation on the part of 
employers, who prefer to employ unregistered werkers, 
whose wages are lower. Also the employment of unreg- 
istered workers makes it possible to evade payment of 
taxes and social allocations 
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Black market hiring was the source of the phenomenon 
of the ‘‘ra’is [boss],”’ a Palestinian work contractor, who 
draws a wage from the wages of the workers themselves. 
In this way, the employment of children also began, in 
conditions of exploitation similar to those of the Middle 
Ages. Hence, a “slave market” developed such as that in 
Bney Brag, Tzomet Segula, and Rish’on Letziyon. 


This policy proved itself, at least in the initial years until 
the Yom Kippur War. There has since been serious 
activity on the part of underground organizations. There 
was a sort of Army underground in the territories and 
penetrations by cells from abroad. However, the broad 
public did not take part in this activity. “The people 
were beholden,” states Vardi. One percent of a worker’s 
wage was given to the military administration as a 
development budget instead of being handed over to the 
Histadrut [labor federation]. “Every dedication of a new 
school was a true celebration,” Vardi still remembers 
with excitement, as he recalls the good old days of the 
military government. 


‘In looking back, this was a great contribution,” Vardi 
says. There was a relative relaxation during the early 
1970's. “Terrorist activity was carried out by organiza- 
tions, and the broad public was quiet. However, at the 
time, Dayan again warned: The great explosion is 
coming!” 


Vardi himself went to factories to check on how the 
Palestinians were being treated and to ensure that they 
were eating in the same dining room with Israelis. “The 
policy followed at the time blunted the sting, without 
changing basic matters.” 


In his opinion, this aspect of labor relations has been 
neglected in recent years. Moreover, workers employed 
as dishwashers in luxury restaurants in Tel Aviv deal 
daily with the great gap between the affluence of the big 


city and their wretched lives, which have been devoid of 


economic development under the military administra- 
t10n. 


Beyond the political clash, resentment, jealousy, and a 
feeling of humiliation developed. Economic distress 1s 
also indicated as one of the basic reasons for the out- 
break of the intifadah. 


Currently, about 105,000 Palestinians work in Israel 
according to the Statistical Yearbook for 1990 published 
this week. About 65,400 are from the West Bank and 
about 40,000 are from the Gaza Strip, according to 
Statistics for 1989 


The possibility of closing them up in their homes and 
denying them the possibility of working in Israel was 
discussed several times during the three years of the 
intifadah. A year and a half ago, when enraged Israelis 
attacked Palestinians, mainly Gazans, after the murder 
of two soldiers, Avi Sasportas and Yig’al Sa’dun, this 
demand was made more strongly than in the past. 
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On the eve of Independence Day, after Sasportas 
funeral, an unlimited curfew was imposed on the Gaza 
Strip. When the curfew was lifted after Independence 
Day, and workers returned to work in Israel, many were 
attacked by an enraged public, especially along the 
highway between Ashdod and the strip. Dozens of Gazan 
residents were injured. One man was killed by a rock 
thrown at his passenger vehicle from a moving CMG 
vehicle on the Qiryat Gat-Hebron Highway. 


Several days later, for the first time, all workers from the 
Gaza Strip who stay [overnight] in Israel were told to 
return to their homes, and an unlimited curfew was 
imposed. “The population of Gaza must know that we, 
not fliers, determine when and how the course of ordi- 
nary life shall be disrupted,” a senior Army officer once 
said to reporters. 


The atmosphere then was similar to that prevailing now. 
The riots on the roads were encouraged by the ministers 
of the government. Minister Moshe Qatzav proposed 
closing the territories for three months to punish the 
Palestinians. Dan Meridor said at the time that ‘we 
must find the means that will make the uprising too 
costly for them.’’ Defense Minister Yitzhaq Rabin said 
that the Palestinians should not be allowed to receive the 
freedom of movement that had been given to them as a 
matter of course. Since that curfew was lifted, the 
municipality of Ashdod has prohibited Arabs from 
entering the city, and high school students have been 
sent to sweep the streets. That same week, Re’uven, a 
Jewish worker in the Yafomor Juice Plant in Ashdod, 
said: ““Close them up inside the strip. We will close them 
up like a ghetto and control them from outside.” The 
boycott by Ashdod continued for a number of days. In 
Ashqelon, Sa’dun’s city, they have not yet reached that 
point. 


About two weeks later, magnetic cards, visas for travel to 
Israel, began to be produced. These visas were given only 
to men 16 years and over who had paid all taxes levied 
on them and who had been approved by the security 
services. This was yet another means of collective pun- 
ishment used against the Palestinians which has mainly 
benefited as a relaxant for Israelis. 


It is currently impossible to prevent, for any length of 
time, residents of the territories from working in Israel 
without hurting them, but first hurting us. 


The Palestinians lack sufficient employment sources 
within their territories. In the initial years [of the occu- 
pation], the military administration was unable to with- 
stand the pressures exerted by Israeli industrialists 
seeking to prevent their competitors from receiving 
authorization to build factories in the territories. 
Industry in the territories has thus remained very lim- 
ited. In recent years, this pressure has been combined 
with a political concept according to which it 1s perhaps 
better to deny the Palestinians the possibility of main- 
taining an economy that is not dependent on Israel. 
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Closure of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip now 
requires the injection of capital into the territories to 
develop employment sources there. When Vardi was in 
the administration in the 1970's, money was permitted 
to flow virtually unimpeded into the territories. “We 
asked the local authorities for a clear report, not on the 
origin of the money, but on its destination.” PLO money 
flowed into the territories. However, to the extent that 
these funds were invested in development factories, the 
burden on the Defense Ministry’s budget was made 
lighter. 


“If capital no longer comes from the outside, the state of 
Israel will be obliged to finance economic factories and 
enterprises,’ Vardi states. 


Alternately, it would also be possible to close up the 
public in their homes and to supply basic food needs free 
of charge. The public and political impacts of such an 
option on Israel's status in the world are clear. 


Fifteen years ago, contingency plans were developed for 
the possibility of Palestinian labor in Israel ceasing. 
These plans included a specification of governmental 
investments in enterprises inside the territories. The 
thinking at the time was that such a situation would be 
possible [to tolerate] for a short period of time, for a 
transition period alone. “However, we were then talking 
about 60,000 persons, and we are now talking about 
twice that number,” Vardi says. In his estimation, the 
government is currently unable, even in the short term, 
to allow itself to finance enterprises in the territories— 
not during a year of mass immigration. 


Beyond the temporary feeling of satisfaction over the 
collective punishment that we have managed to impose 
on the Palestinians, closing them up in the territories is 
ineffective, primarily because it is not implementable. A 
week ago, | met Ra’id, a resident of a village in the West 
Bank. He has worked for years with a Jew in a city in 
central Israel. He lives in Israel and returns home at the 
end of the week, like thousands of others. In order to 
locate such Palestinians, it would be necessary to impose 
a curfew on Israel and perform a house-to-house search, 
a mission which security elements would not easily agree 
to assume 


Moreover, employment in Israel is not the reason for the 
wave of knifings, and the closure of the labor market to 
Palestinians will not prevent such acts. All of the assail- 
ants who were apprehended in the territory of Israel did 
not belong to an organizational framework. No one 
dispatched them, nor did the security services have in its 
archives, files containing precedents regarding the kni- 
fers. Moreover, they did not carry green identification 
cards, which would indicate to even an illiterate person 
that the bearer of the card was prohibited from entering 
Israel. 


They acted out of personal motives, within the general 
context of a protracted conflict and an unending series of 
personal-nationalistic acts of revenge 
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In order to now prohibit a resident of Silat-al-Haritiyah, 
the village of the person who stabbed two female soldiers 
in Tiv’on, from reaching the Megiddo intersection, 
where a man was stabbed to death three years ago, it 
would be necessary to station a ring of people around the 
village, which is located in an open, hilly region, west of 
Jenin. In the West Bank, there are about 400 settlements. 
Calculate how much manpower would be needed to 
prevent the infiltration of a man carrying a knife to 
Moshav Shegef, Kibbutz Ramat Hakovesh, or to “Afula. 
The closure of the territories in operations such as those 
carried Out this week serves the politicians, who are 
selling empty slogans to a public thirsty for revenge. Such 
operations cost the public a great deal of money and 
preoccupy the arms of security in unwise operations 
instead of their important missions. 


However, who knows, perhaps we will suddenly discover 
that we can exist without the Palestinians. Long ago, we 
conceded hikes 1n the territories to demonstrate owner- 
ship. Now, perhaps we will also prove to ourselves that 
our lives, closed within our own ghetto, are not so 
difficult in fact. 


MOROCCO 


Party Officials Reportedly Condemn Iraqi 
Invasion 

9]4A00444 London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabi 
17 Oct 90 pp 36, 38 


[ Article: “Moroccan Parties Agree on Condemning Iraqi 
Invasion” ] 


[Text] Moroccan political parties agree on condemning 
the Iraqi invasion, although there 1s a small difference in 
their analysis of it. Two Moroccan politicians have 
called on Iraq to withdraw its forces from Kuwait and 
abide by the principles of law. Dr. Abdelkarem Khatib, 
general secretary of the Popular Constitutional Move- 
ment, and Ali Yaata, general secretary of the Party for 
Progress and Socialism [PPS], hold that Iraq has fallen 
into a suspicious trap and that what Iraq 1s doing to 
Kuwait is a dangerous adventure. In the following 
report, AL-MAJALLAH examines the positions of these 
parties. 


The position of the Constitutional Union [UC], which 
holds a relative majority of seats in the Moroccan 
parliament, is based on five points that it formulated in 
an early statement in which it affirmed “its absolute 
solidarity with Kuwait in its ordeal because of the Iraqi 
invasion.” The party considered the Iraqi adventure to 
be an action contrary to international covenants and an 
open violation of the principles of the United Nations 
and the charter of the Arab League. It warned Iraq that 
‘‘what it has done places it on the threshold of war and 
devastation.’ The party held that the threatened coun- 
tries of the Gulf had acted legitimately in calling for the 
help of friendly and brother countries to defend their 
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security and stability. It held Iraq “responsible for inter- 
nationalizing the Gulf crisis, with all the dangers that 
this entails.” 


The UC’s dealing with developments in the Iraqi inva- 


sion of Kuwait has been marked by a great deal of 


activity, especially in Arab and Gulf diplomatic circles. 
The party’s general secretary, former prime minister 
Mati Bouabid, has held a series of meetings on the 
subject with a number of Arab ambassadors in Rabat. 


Cheap Threat 


The National Rally for Independents [RNI], the second 
largest party in terms of percentage of representation in 
the Moroccan parliament, is headed by the current 
leader of parliament, former prime minister Ahmed 
Asmane. Although the RNI has not announced an offi- 
cial position On the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, the news- 
paper AL-MITHAQ AL-WATANI, which speaks for the 
party, has continued to affirm the official Moroccan 
position since the beginning of the crisis. This position 
was announced early in a statement issued by the 
Moroccan Governing Council, which is headed by King 
Hassan II. The statement strongly condemned the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait and affirmed Morocco’s stand for 
law and legitimacy. AL-MITHA9) AL-WATANI said 
that Iraq’s tirreat to recognize “the Saharan republic” in 
reaction to the Moroccan stand was “cheap, but not at all 
Strange, considering Iraq’s unjust and illegal behavior.” 


The opposition Istiqlal Party believes that the Islamic 
nation and the world are witnessing a sharp, dangerous 
turning point because of the aggravation of conditions in 
the Gulf region as a result of the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. The Istiqlal Party considers the invasion to have 
been an unacceptable action constituting a violation of 
Arab and international covenants. Istiqlal Party officials 
believe that the real beneficiaries of the current situation 


are the Zionist entity and, more generally, the enemies of 


the Islamic nation. It has been observed that the party 
has used its newspaper, AL--ALAM, throughout recent 
weeks to urge the Moroccan government and the Arab 
Maghreb Union to play a role in stopping the explosion. 
The party stresses avoiding falling prey to destructive 
plots to break Arab power, abort the Palestinian inti- 
fadah, and strengthen the Zionist entity. It therefore calls 
on “peace-loving forces” in the world to avert an esca- 
lation of the situation and to contain tt. 


The opposition Socialist Union of Popular Forces 
[USFP], despite its leanings toward the Iraqi Ba’th Party 
and relations with it, has in a striking initiative called on 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait to spare the region a 
devastating explosion 


Dr. Abdelkarem Khatib, head of the Popular Constitu- 
tional Movement Party, and a member of the Moroccan 
opposition, has held that Iraq fell into a historic blunder 
when its forces invaded Kuwait. In his conversation with 
AL-MAJALLAH, Khatib added that Saddam Husayn 
fell into the second trap set for him by enemies of the 
Islamic nation when he hurled his forces into an invasion 
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of the Muslim country of Kuwait. Khatib compared the 
period the Arab countries now are witnessing to the 
situation before Islam, when the Arabs were fighting and 
slaughtering One another, whereas under Islamic civili- 
zation they were united and strong. He said that the 
fragmentation being experienced by the Arab countries 
is merely the fruit of a political choice that was guided by 
imported ideas. This choice had led these countries to 
conflicting interests and internecine fighting. He cited 
the sectarian strife in Lebanon and events between the 
Palestinian factions as examples of this, as well as the 
conflict between Senegal and Mauritania. He said that 
what 1s happening in the Moroccan Sahara is another 
example of the conflict that colonialism left behind and 
that the enemies of Islam are now inciting when they 
finance a faction opposed to the unity of Morocco. 


Khatib indicated that Iraq, with its enormous strength, 
had been expected to direct this strength toward serving 
the causes of the Muslims. Now, however, it is falling 
into the trap that was set up for it. Khatib called on Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait and for a restoration of legit- 
imacy, respect for international law, and a peaceful 
solution to the problem. 


Khatib said: “Sadly, it has become clear that Arab 
nationalism is an empty word without any truth, inas- 
much as the Arab League no longer had any value when 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait began. Therefore, the 
soundest position for the Arab and Islamic countries 1s 
to seriously consider establishing an Islamic League 
capable of confronting events and raising the banner of 
Islam.’’ He added: “It makes no sense for Islamie ulema 
to go to the Vatican to discuss rapprochement with the 
Christians or with what are known as the revealed 
religions at a time when estrangement takes place day 
after day between peoples who profess, ‘There 1s no god 
but God; Muhammad is the messenger of God.”” 


Invasion Condemned 


Ali Yaata, member of the Moroccan parliament and 
general secretary of the PPS, held that his party had 
acted as a matter of principle when it hastened on 3 
August to strongly condemn the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, terming it an open violation of all international 
laws and covenants, and demanding that Iraq 1mmedi- 
ately evacuate its invading forces. In a conversation with 
AL-MAJALLAH, Yaata expressed his opposition to 
solving international disputes by military means— 
wherever these might be and from whatever source. He 
also expressed his opposition to the occupation of one 
country by another, particularly when the country 1s 
Arab, a neighbor, a brother, Muslim, sovereign, and a 
full member in all international organizations, especially 
the Arab League and the United Nations. He rejected 
‘all the justifications that the Iraqi leadership has used 
to give legitimacy to its criminal action.” He called for 
not separating the effects of the invasion from their 
principal and immediate source and cause, asking, ““How 
can we condemn the result, while applauding the cause?” 
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Y aata stated that Iraq, by its attack on Kuwait and threat 


to other Arab countries, represented the direct cause of 


the political and military developments that the region 
has seen. Thus Iraq has been the cause for bringing in 
foreign military forces and for the recession of the 
Palestinian issue into the background, after it had 
achieved great and immeasurable gains and had come to 


be in the forefront of events because of the sacrifices of 


the Palestinian people. Iraq has also deepened Arab 
disputes, strengthened division, and created grave eco- 
nomic, financial, and social hardships for many devel- 
Oping countries, including the non-oil-producing Arab 
countries. He said that the entire Arabian Gulf has today 
been placed on the mouth of a volcano. 


Pointing to gains achieved by many Arab countries, he 
said that Iraq’s officials had done nothing but turn back 
the hands of the clock. They had proved that their follies 
agreed with the ambitions and interests of the colonial 
and Zionist forces. 


Yaata said that the belief in the existence of positive 
elements in the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait ignores the 
nature of the Iraqi regime. Change is basically the 
responsibility of the people affected; history has never 
given a Single successful example of change by force or 
imposed by an invading foreign country. He called for 
confidence in peoples and their abilities. He concluded 
that Arab interests were threatened in the end and that 
Zionism would benefit from the general conditions 
resulting from the invasion of Kuwait by Iraqi forces. He 
called for averting the outbreak of war and for an 
intensification of efforts for a just settlement by peaceful 
means based on international laws and legitimacy and on 
civilized methods. Consideration should be given to the 
future of Arab relations. These, he said, should be built 
upon new principles and rules consistent with the pro- 
found changes that the northern half of the world is 
experiencing. They shou!d be based on true conceptions 
of the principles of cooperation, solidarity, and the spirit 
of brotherhood and concord. He called for the establish- 
ment of true democracy and said that the law should be 
above everyone. 


At the conclusion of his conversation with AL- 
MAJALLAH, Yaata said that the soluticn was still in the 
hands of the Iraqi rulers and that the world is calling for 
a solution to the crisis by diplomatic means. He called on 
the Iraqis to obey the spirit of wisdom and reflection. 
They should abandon their stubbornness, which is 
increasing the probability of war. He pointed out that no 
one wants war and that no one would accept bearing its 
consequences, which would inevitably be a disaster for 
Arab conditions everywhere. 


Harmony of Positions 


Observers believe that the positions of the Moroccan 
parties, which generally agree on condemning the Iraqi 
invasion Of Kuwait, have been governed by certain 
fundamentals that have had a clear influence on how 
these parties have dealt with the crisis. An important 
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factor was the position quickly taken by King Hassan II. 
This came only a few hours after the invasion and 
contained forceful wording strongly condemning the 
attack and affirming Morocco’s support of legitimacy 
and law. This was later followed by the sending of 
Moroccan forces in response to Saudi Arabia’s call to 
ward off any possible hostile attack. General harmony 
has been observed between the official Moroccan posi- 
tion and that of the opposition, following the meeting 
that brought together the king and officials of the polit- 
ical parties two weeks after the invasion. 


Observers believe that Iraq’s threat to recognize the 
so-called Saharan republic has had a marked effect in 
deepening the position of the Moroccan parties toward 
Iraqi President Saddam Husayn. 


Some analysts point out that Morocco, a country very 
proud of having maintained a notable political consis- 
tency, was one of the first countries to condemn Iraq’s 
designs against Kuwait three decades ago. Indeed, that 
position led King Hassan II to withdraw his ambassador 
from Baghdad at the time. 


Despite Morocco’s sizeable economic relations with Iraq 
(its oil imports from Iraq are estimated at 52 percent, 
and Iraq is considered one of Morocco’s most important 
Arab partners in various trade and economic exchanges), 
the position of Morocco, with its government and polit- 
ical parties, toward the Gulf crisis has been marked by a 
clear stand on principle from the beginning. 


Government Revises Investment Laws 


914401194 Rabat L’OPINION in French 
7 Nov 90 pp 5, 8 


[Text] The royal letter dated 14 June 1989, addressed to 
the prime minister concerning investment procedures by 
nationals and foreigners, was aimed at strengthening the 
incentives granted by the different investment codes. 


The directives contained in the royal letter permitted 
simplification of the administrative procedures for filing 
for investment, and limited the administration’s time for 
responding to a two-month maximum. 


Any investment file remaining without a response after 
that period is assumed to have received the administra- 
tion’s agreement. In cases of rejection, the administra- 
tion’s decision must henceforth be for due cause. 


The investment incentive measures instituted by the 
Moroccan Government through the different investment 
codes have undergone a number of modifications. 


These modifications affect all codes in reducing the 
exoneration of taxes on operating revenue (corporate 
taxes since 1988) to five years, rather than the ten years 
previously in effect, and in converting the total exoner- 
ation to a 50-percent exoneration. 


The most important common dispositions of the invest- 
ment codes are guarantees on the repatriation of initial 
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investment capital (in foreign currency), and the transfer 
of net capital gains from the sale of operations (in case of 
liquidation) and after-tax profits (with no limit on the 
amount and duration). 


Beginning | March 1988, the Office of Changes intro- 
duced a new regime concerning foreign investment, 
namely elimination of the office’s preliminary authori- 
zation, freedom of investment transfers between for- 
eigners, and automatic transfers of investment revenue 
by agreed-upon intermediaries. 


The major principles of the different investment codes, 
as well as the revisions that have been introduced to 
them, are summarized below. 


Industrial Investment Code 


The law instituting industrial investment incentive mea- 
sures was promulgated in 1983 and reformulated in 
January 1988. 


This law, contrary to previous legislation, does not 
require that enterprises be “Moroccan” (that 1s, at least 
50 percent of capital held by Moroccan individuals or 
entities) to benefit from the anticipated incentives. 


It 1s also to be noted that both industrial enterprises and 
service enterprises linked to industry may benefit from 
these incentives, which were previously restricted to 
industrial enterprises only 


Small- and medium-sized industries (investments in 
equipment of less than 8 million dirhams, and 161,000 
dirhams per created job) will also benefit from the 
supplemeatary incentives 


The principal incentives anticipated under this law are: 


1) Exoneration of customs duties for the import of 
materials tools, and equipment for: 


¢ Enterprises at the time of their expansion in zones III 
and IV 

e These same enterprises at the time of their expansion 
in zones I and II 

e Small- and medium-sized industries at the time of 
their creation or expansion in zones II, III] and IV. 


2) Reimbursement to exporting enterprises, wherever 
their place of establishment, of the entire import tax, and 
if applicable, of import duties incurred when importing 
materials, tools and equipment 


3) Exoneration of the added value tax on materials. 
tools, and equipment regardless of the place of establish- 
ment 


4) Reductior he proportional corporate tax to 0.5 
percent for rpris ry iin zones Ill and IV. 
and fos n ndustries established 
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Small- and medium-sized industries benefit from this 
incentive regardless of their place of establishment pro- 
vided that their expansion forms part of their investment 
program. 


5) Exoneration of registration fees for enterprises estab- 
lished in zones III and IV and at the time of their 
expansion into another zone, and for small- and 
medium-sized industries established in zones II, II], and 
IV. 


6) Exoneration of the corporate tax for industrial enter- 
prises or those of an industrial nature established in zone 
IV. for the first five consecutive years of operation 
following the date of their creation or the expansion of 
their activities. 


Beyond that period, and on an irrevocable option, either 
a reduction of 50 percent of the total of said taxes during 
the following five years, or the application of accelerated 
amortized payments limited to double the rate generally 
permitted under current practice. 


If these enterprises establish operations in zone III, they 
will benefit either from a 50-percent reduction of total 
corporate taxes during the first five consecutive years of 
their operation or expansion of activities, or from appli- 
cation of accelerated amortized payments limited to 
double the rate generally permitted under current prac- 
tice. 


New service enterprises involved in industry benefit 
regardless of their place of establishment from a 50- 
percent reduction of total corporate taxes until 31 
December 1992. 


7) The implementation for three years of a provision 
exempting activities related to undertaking industrial 
investment programs or investments of an industrial 
nature from corporate taxes in zones III and IV. This 
provision cannot exceed 20 percent of annual operating 
revenue. 


8) Exoneration of the license tax for the first five 
consecutive years of activity for new operations estab- 
lished in zones III and !V and small- and medium-sized 
new industries established in zones II, II], and IV. 


9) A bonus of 5,000 dirhams per permanent job created, 
granted to small- and medium-sized industries. 


10) The state will assume part of the cost of the land 
required for realization of an investment program in 
zones III and IV 


In zone III, this will take effect in the following propor- 
tions: 


¢ 25 percent of the cost of land when the investment 
program results in the creation of 30 to 90 permanent 
jobs 

¢ 30 percent of the cost for the creation of 100 to 200 
permanent jobs 
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¢ 40 percent of the cost for the creation of 201 to 400 
permanent jobs. 

¢ 50 percent of the cost for the creation of more than 
400 permanent jobs. 


In zone IV, the state will assume 50 percent of the cost of 


land regardless of the number of jobs created. 


Tourism Investment Code 


The law affecting tourism investments was promulgated 
in 1983 and reformulated in January 1988. 


The anticipated incentives vary as a function of the total 
investment amount and the project's place of establish- 
ment. 


Three regimes are also defined: 


¢ The normal regime, applied to projects where the 
investment is less than 60 million dirhams. 

¢ The conventional regime, applied to projects where 
the investment, excluding land, is greater than 60 
million dirhams 

¢ The preferential regime, aimed at granting supple- 
mentary incentives to projects established in prov- 
inces other than Casablanca, Rabat, Marrakesh, Aga- 
dir, Fez, Meknes, Tangiers, Tetouan, and Kenitra. 


Beneficiaries will include enterprises having as their 
objective: 


¢ The construction and/or equipping of tourist lodging 
establishments provided that they be eligible for clas- 
sification. 

¢ The construction and/or equipping of establishments 
engaged in tourism promotion. 

¢ The unrestricted management of establishments 
engaged in tourism promotion. 

¢ The repair, renovation, and equipping of unclassified 
hotels for the purpose of classification eligibility, as 
well as casbahs and old palaces for tourist lodging or 
tourism promotion. 

¢ Sea, air, or land tourism transportation. 

¢ Touristic operation of pleasure boats as well as the 
organization of tourism classes for fishing. 

¢ The commercialization of tourism products by a 
travel agency 


The principal advantages anticipated by this law are the 
following: 


|) Exoneration from customs duties on materials, tools, 
equipment, means of transport, and pleasure boats 
(imported in new condition) except if the latter are or 
could be manufactured locally under conditions appro- 
priate for the national economy or when their use is not 
in conformance with the objectives of industrial devel- 
opment 


2?) Exoneration from customs duties on merchandise and 
various imported products entering into the local man- 
ufacture of materials 


tools, equipment, means of 
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tourism transport, or pleasure boats, figuring in total or 
in part in the investment program. 


3) Exoneration from the added value tax on materials, 
tools, equipment, means of tourism transport and plea- 
sure boats imported new. 


Tourism enterprises and their contractors or subcontrac- 
tors, whether direct or through the intermediation of a 
leased-services enterprise, will benefit from this mea- 
sure. 


4) Reimbursement of the added value tax incurred on 
expenses pertaining to the costs of construction, repair, 
expansion or conversion of hotels, or furniture provided 
for tourism Or restaurant purposes. 


5) Reduction of the proportional tax to 0.5 percent on 
the creation or increase of capital. 


6) Exoneration of the proportional duties applicable to 
activities involving the creation and increase of capital 
for tourism enterprises. 


7) Exoneration of registration fees for acquisition of land 
for the realization of a tourism investment program 
eligible for the incentive code’s benefits. 


8) Exoneration of the license tax on tourism enterprises 
during the first 10 consecutive years of their operation 
(seven years for tourism transport enterprises). 


9) 50-percent reduction in total corporate taxes during 
the first five consecutive years. 


Exoneration of the corporate tax during the first five 
consecutive years and 50-percent reduction during the 
five subsequent years for enterprises under the preferen- 
tial regime. 


For tourism transport enterprises the duration of the 
reduction is seven years. 


10) The state will advance an amount equal to 20 percent 
of the total investment, for a 12-year period, reimburs- 
able beginning in the ninth year of its granting, to 
enterprises under the preferential regime. 


Under the normal regime, this advance ts equal to 15 
percent of total investment, for a 10-year period, reim- 
bursable beginning in the sixth year of its granting 


Maritime Investment Code 


The law on maritime investments was promulgated in 
1984 and reformulated in January 1988 


Beneficiaries of the incentives anticipated under this law 
are: 


|) Enterprises involved in fitting out fishing vessels 


¢ Dragnet fishing enterprises 
¢ Maritime fishing cooperatives and their unions 
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2) Enterprises involved in fitting out commercial vessels 
for the transport of merchandise and passengers. 


3) Enterprises involved in fitting out service vessels. 


At least 50 percent of the capital of the enterprises 
should be held by Moroccan individuals or entities (for 
coastal fishing enterprises, the total amount of capital 
should be held by Moroccan individuals or entities). 


1) Exoneration of the corporate tax during the first five 
consecutive years of operation, and 50-percent reduction 
during the five subsequent years for export enterprises. 


2) 50-percent reduction of the corporate tax for other 
enterprises during the first five consecutive years, or 
application of accelerated amortized payments up to 
double the rate generally permitted under current prac- 
tice. 


3) Reduction of corporate taxes of 0.5 percent, and 
exoneration of registration fees on the enterprises at the 
time of the creation or increase of capital. 


4) Exoneration of the license tax during the first five 
consecutive years. 


5) Exoneration of customs duties and added value tax for 
ships, equipment, tools, and materials for service vessels. 


In addition, it is to be noted that enterprises can request 
to conclude an agreement with the state to obiain the 
application of supplementary incentives, provided that 
their investment program 1s: 


¢ At least equal to 30 million dirhams for enterprises 
involved in coastal fishing, aquaculture, dragnet 
fishing, and fishing cooperatives. 

* Equal to at least 70 million dirhams for enterprises 
involved in deep-sea fishing. 

¢ Greater than 100 million dirhams for enterprises 
involved in the sale of equipment for the transport of 
merchandise, passengers or services. 


Real Estate Investment Code 


The law on property investments was promulgated in 
1985 and reformulated in January 1988. 


The text of this law institutes incentive measures for real 
estate investments undertaken by individuals or entities 
involved in land subdivision or the construction of 
structures for residential, commercial, professional, or 
administrative use for the purpose of selling, leasing, or 
personal use (the areas affected by these activities will 
benefit from the incentive measures anticipated under 
all other legislation, and those pertaining to bank and 
insurance enterprises used for other than residential 
purposes are not affected by this code). 


Incentives under the new code apply within the urban 
communes and their peripheral zones, the defined loca- 
tions and the summer or winter seasons for which the 
perimeter is defined, and the rural communities granted 
a homogeneous development or conversion plan. 
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The incentives established are as follows: 


|) Exoneration of the urban tax during the first five 
years, and 50-percent reduction for the five subsequent 
years. 


2) Exoneration from the corporate tax during the first 
five years for beneficiaries involved in the construction 
of economic residences, and any development or con- 
struction project in cities other than Casablanca, Rabat, 
Fez, Oujda, Meknes, Marrakesh, and Agadir, and a 
50-percent reduction of that tax during the first five 
years in the aforementioned cities. 


3) The establishment of deductible provisions on assess- 
ment of the corporate tax, up to three percent of total 
revenue, on the acquisition or construction of residences 
for the enterprises’ personnel. 


4) Exoneration of the real estate tax on realized profits 
resulting from the first sale of economic residences, 
developed land, and residences constructed outside the 
urban communities of Casablanca, Rabat, and the 
municipalities of Fez, Meknes, Oujda, Marrakesh, and 
Agadir, and a 50-percent reduction for developed land 
and residences constructed in the aforementioned urban 
communities and municipalities. 


5) Residential revenue and operating revenue exoner- 
ated from, respectively, the urban tax and corporate tax 
do not enter into the assessment of the complementary 
contribution or total revenue of individuals. 


6) Reduction of the registration fees to 2.4 percent for 
the acquisition of undeveloped land or land supporting 
structures to be demolished. 


7) Reduction of the registration fee to 0.5 percent for 
corporate training activities having subdevelopment or 
real estate promotion as their exclusive social objective, 
as well as activities involved in increasing capital. 


Mining Investment Code 


The law instituting incentive measures for investments 
in the mining sector was promulgated in 1987 and 
reformulated in January 1988. 


It is applied to all enterprises for which the social 
headquarters is in Morocco, with activities including 
mining research or extraction (with an investment of at 
least 300,000 dirhams) or the valuation of mineral 
substances (with an investment of at least 3 million 
dirhams). 


These enterprises can benefit from the following incen- 
tives: 


|) Exoneration of customs duties on imported materials, 
tools and equipment that are not manufactured locally 
and cannot be under satisfactory conditions. 


2) Reimbursement of the import tax for enterprises 
exporting all or part of their production. 





48 NEAR EAST 


3) Exoneration of the added value tax on materials, 
tools, and equipment. 


4) Exoneration of the quarterly tax paid by export 
enterprises under the temporary import regime for 
equipment necessary for realizing their investment pro- 
gram. 


5) Reduction of the proportional tax assessed on corpo- 
rations, to 0.5 percent. 


6) Exoneration of the proportional taxes assessed on 
stock. 


7) Exoneration from registration fees. 


8) 50-percent reduction of the corporate tax during the 
first five consecutive years of operation for enterprises 
valorizing mineral substances and established outside 
the wilaya of Casablanca and the province of Bensli- 
mane. 


9) Exoneration of the license tax during the first five 
years of operation. 


10) The state will assume part of the cost of land 
necessary for operations by enterprises engaged in the 
valorization of mineral substances: 


¢ 25 percent of the cost when the investment program 
results in the creation of 30 to 99 permanent employ- 
ment positions. 

¢ 30 percent for 100 to 200 positions. 

¢ 40 percent for 201 to 400 positions. 

¢ 50 percent for more than 400 positions. 


Incentives for Exporting Enterprises 


Industrial exporting enterprises can benefit from all the 
incentives anticipated in the industrial investment code 
framework regardless of their zone of establishment. 


The exoneration or reduction in the corporate tax is, 
however, proportional to the value of their total exports 
in the zones, or the incentives will not apply. 


Commercial exporting enterprises can also benefit from 
these incentives if the total value of their exports is at 
least two million dirhams. 


Source: BMCE Information Review, Jun/July 1990. 


Industries Show Mixed 1990 Results 


914A0111B Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 
in French 5 Nov 90 p § 


[Report on the state of various sectors of the Moroccan 
economy] 


[Text] 


The Sugar Industry 


The sugar industry showed marked improvement both in 
the production of beet sugar and cane sugar and in sales 
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of the various sugar products. This increase over the last 
harvest is the result of improved yields in sugar cane and 
sugar beet harvests and in the extraction process at the 
sugar mills (Table 2) [not reproduced]. In the first eight 
months of this year (from | January to 31 August), sales 
of sugar (Table 3) [not reproduced] showed an appre- 
ciable increase over the same period in 1988, which 
already represented an increase of 1.2 percent over 1987. 
At the same time, we are seeing a drop in consumer 
demand. Morocco currently consumes about 745,000 
metric tons of sugar a year but produces only 66 percent 
of domestic demand. The Kingdom therefore imports 
one-third of the sugar consumed locally. It should be 
noted that sugar prices on the world market rose during 
the first quarter of the year. But since July of this year, 
the price has been dropping because the high level of 
world sugar production (EEC, Brazil, China) is not fully 
matched by demand that has slackened markedly. 


Grain Processing: Cash Flow Problems 


This sector continues to face financial problems due to 
delays in payments owed by the compensation fund. In 
addition, flour mills are still awaiting reimbursement of 
the VAT [value-added tax] to which they are normally 
entiiled. The payments will come as a boost to the cash 
reserves of the mills. 


Animal Fodder: A Slower Rate of Production 


The animal fodder industry, which is made up of 20 
processing units, had an output of 350,000 metric tons in 
1989, a marked drop in comparison with the preceding 
year (413,000 metric tons). The industry directly 
employs 16,000 persons and 15,000 others depend on it 
for most of their livelihood. 


The industry expanded markedly during the decade of 
1970-80 with production rising from 30,000 metric tons 
to 300,000. Thereafter, it continued to grow but at a less 
sustained pace, peaking at 483,000 metric tons in 1986. 


Construction and Public Works: A Favorable Trend 


This industry continues to enjoy the recovery it began in 
1988, but in reality that recovery is benefitting the 
building sector and, to a lesser degree, road construction. 
Civil engineering and public works are not part of the 
trend. 


Here too, the industry’s companies are grappling with a 
financial problem as well as an organizational one. In 
another respect, they face the current situation of the 
construction materials market. A context such as this 
does not favor efforts to replace or expand production 
capacity. 


Not to be overlooked is the longstanding problem of the 
absence of regulation and organization within the pro- 
fession. 


In imports of public works materials, 1990 got off to a 
good start with activity running slightly above that of 
1989. Activity slackened in the summer, first of all 
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because of the devaluation of our currency and its 
repercussions On prices, without any increase in prices 
paid by customers. In addition, the industry's companies 
were severely affected by revisions in the budget and 
their impact On company cash reserves. 


Even if activity in 1990 is expected to maintain its pace, 
coming out slightly ahead of the preceding year, the 
projections for 1991 already point to a decline in activity 
due precisely to cash flow problems that will either limit 
investments or simply discourage them. 


The Mining Sector: A Marked Improvement 


After declining markedly in 1989, mining output 
returned to its 1988 rate of growth. In fact, record levels 
are already expected in the mining of several ores 
between now and the end of the year, if current trends 
continue. 


At the end of August, phosphate production and sales 
exceeded 14 million metric tons, whereas this time last 
year, the tonnage had not topped |! million metric tons. 


The trend in basic metals—lead (65,000 metric tons), 
copper (26,000 metric tons), and zinc (24,000 metric 
tons)—is favorable, all the more so because at the going 
rates on the world market and with the help of a strong 
pound sterling, companies expect to post record sales 
figures. For other ores, in the first eight months of the 
year 250,000 metric tons of barite and 70,000 metric 
tons of fluorite were mined. Barring any external devel- 
opments that could disrupt this favorable trend, 1990 
sho.'d be a very good year. However, other mining 
products such as iron and antimony did not benefit from 
the strong market. Exports of all ores combined should 
account for 45 percent of our total exports. 


Textiles: Investments and Exports Rising 


The 2.10 billion dirhams invested in the textile industry 
in the first seven months of the year, primarily in 
spinning and weaving, represent a 46-percent increase. 
During the same period, the volume of sales abroad rose 
by 16 percent. Given the situation in the Gulf, however, 
the industry’s professionals have expressed apprehen- 
sion at the possibility that the Middle East market may 
close up. Already, the losses posted in sales to Iraq alone 
are said to be on the order of 60 million dollars. 


To gain greater control over the sector, company execu- 
tives are attempting to achieve four goals: 


* the creation of a basic industry in the areas of 


spinning and weaving; 

¢ training and the establishment of a school for textile 
engineers; 

¢ the expansion of export refinancing possibilities in 
terms of duration; and 

¢ the drafting of a clearing agreement with Algeria. 
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Metallurgical, Mechanical, and Electrical Industries: 
Modest Activity 


Overall during the first nine months of this year, these 
different branches showed modest activity, albeit with 
variations from one branch to the other. 


While a marked improvement was seen in capital goods, 
this sector nonetheless continues to suffer from repeated 
postponements of major projects. 


In structural steel work, boiler making, and the produc- 
tion of sheet metal, there is a true surge in activity as a 
result of the present upward trend in private demand. 


The railway sector has shown marked growth due to 
large orders of freight cars and passenger cars. This trend 
should continue to exert a favorable influence over the 
next three years. In view of this, the Moroccan manufac- 
turer and the 30 subcontractors providing intermediate 
equipment have already made large investments. This 
well-integrated sector, with its impeccable command of 
the technology, has been awarded a contract to build 
electric locomotives for high-speed trains. 


Given the current favorable trend in hotel and social 
facilities, the manufacture of kitchen stoves is experi- 
encing strong growth. 


At the basic industries level, the electrical and electronics 
sectors are maintaining constant growth despite strong 
competition from Asian products. 


Ship and aircraft repairs, industries that are known for 
their stability year in and year out, are maintaining a 
satisfactory level of activity, unlike foundry work, indus- 
trial machinery, and product assembly, which continue 
to stagnate at a modest level of activity due to cutbacks 
in public investments. 


That also seems to be true of consumer goods that is 
grappling with two adverse trends: competition from 
imports and the even greater problem posed by illegally 
imported goods, which have prevented this field from 
developing as it should. 


The sector’s financial state, generally speaking, con- 
tinues to be characterized by difficulties in collecting on 
accounts receivable. The other concerns of sector’s pro- 
fessionals have been enumerated in the past: 


* improvement in training and quality; 

* production costs (energy, in particular); 

¢ high customs duties on certain raw materials;and 
¢ illegally imported goods, etc 


Metal Containers: A Strong Recovery 


This sector is experiencing a great deal of activity thanks 
to a sustained demand for metal containers in the three 
main sectors that make up the bulk of its clientele. 


Fish canneries have maintained their 1989 level of 
activity despite the well-known shortfall in fishing 
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catches. Foreign demand for canned fish has been sus- 
tained. This has led manufacturers of metal cans to 
invest large sums to modernize their facilities and satisfy 
the demands of a foreign market that is increasingly 
attentive to quality standards. 


In the canned fruits and vegetables sector, which is the 
second-largest client for metal cans, activity has been on 
the rise since the start of the year as a result of a good 
year for olives and tomatoes, while apricots and gherkins 
maintained their 1989 level. In addition to this year’s 


good harvests, foreign demand grew slightly as a result of 


problems experienced by countries in direct competition 
with Morocco. For that reason, export prices were raised 
and income from sales has risen as a result 


In industrial activities, the very high demand for metal 
containers from makers of paint has largely offset the 
drop in demand from the oil sector. 


To a large degree, the sector's overall activity this year 
Should be well above that of last year, but with a 
perceptible deterioration in performance figures that will 
make it difficult for companies to earn big profits. To 
Start with, the imported raw material represents a large 
burden on company accounts. In addition, the weak- 
ening of the dirham during tne fourth quarter of 1989 
and its latest devaluation on 2 May 1990 have brought 
on a sharp rise in production costs, which have only 


partia'l» ond with some delay been passed on to clients 
in th of higher prices. 
P po: Less Activity 


The production of paper pulp is undergoing a marked 
slowdown as a result of slackening sales. Overall 
national activity in this sector held steady at a modest 
level. The slowdown has made itself felt in both imports 
and exports, which posted a 7-percent drop in compar- 
ison with the same period in 1989 


Pharmaceuticals: Continued Growth 


This sector continues to grow at a rate of 2 to 3 percent 
a year in terms of business volume. Nonetheless, it is 
grappling with two constraints: the devaluation of the 
dirham, on the one hand, and regulated prices on the 
other. As can be imagined, this situation poses problems 
at the management level. However, its prospects are 
favorable, thanks to the expansion of export capacities 
(from 10 to 25 percent) and the possibility that a 
program of social coverage of medical costs will be 
generalized 


The Automobile Industry: Mixed Trends 


Activity in this sector still falls far short of what it was 
during the 1970s. As of the end of August, this year’s car 
sales had expanded by 20 percent over the same period 
in 1989. In sales of trucks, stagnation has been the 
general trend 


Of foremost concern to the sector’s professionals is the 
massive importation of used vehicles. The sector's only 
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serious hope for the future lies in the implementation of 
a general agreement among the Maghreb countries with 
regard to the automobile industry. 


Retail Sales and Service: In Good Heaith 


This sector has been experiencing constant growth for 
the past three years averaging 3.5 percent. A higher rate 
of growth is expected once import regulations governing 
most products are liberalized. As there are two sides to 
every coin, liberalization is bound to have an unfavor- 
able impact on national production because competition 
from foreign products could put some very new compa- 
nies into a precarious position. 


Industrial Investments Rise Sharply in 1990 


Y1AAOIIIA Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 
in French 16 Nov 90 p 30 


[Text] Approved industrial investment proposals rose in 
the first nine months of the year to total nearly 7.6 billion 
dirhams. This represents a very sharp increase of 61 
percent over the same period last year. Textiles again 
predominated over all other sectors, however, with a 
marked shift upstream and toward small- and medium- 
sized projects. As has been the case for several years in a 
row, the private sector is the driving force behind these 
investments, most of which are expansions of previous 
investments. The public sector’s share, by contrast, 1s a 
small one. It fell 15 percent during the first nine months 
of this year; since 1984, it has ranged between 2 and 8 
percent of the total. 


Investment Figures for September 
Che following figures pertain to the month of September: 


In the month of September 1990, the ministry of com- 
merce and industry approved 210 proposals (76 new 
investments and 134 expansions). That 1s 29 fewer 
projects than in the month of August and 67 more than 
in September 1989 


[he investment proposals total about 655 million 
dirhams—a 5-percent decrease in relation to the pre- 
vious month and a 69-percent increase over September 
of last year. 


Che investment will entail the expenditure of the equiv- 
alent of 343 million dirhams in foreign currency, which 
represents a decrease of 33 percent in relation to last 
month and an increase of 81 percent over the same 
month last year 


This month 7,364 jobs are to be created, 3 percent fewer 
than in the previous month and 66 percent more than in 
the same month last year 


In 64 percent of the undertakings launched this month, 
all or part of their output will be exported 


The investments are to be financed as follows 


¢ Private Capital: 48% 
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e Bank Credits: 38% 
¢ Supplier Credits: 8% 
¢ Leasing: 6% 


Participation by private Moroccan promoters consti- 
tutes the largest share of total investment (66 percent). 
Foreign promoters are participating in 32 percent of 
investment, with the remaining 2 percent to be supplied 
by the public sector. 


The average amount to be invested under each project is 
3.1 million dirhams, creating 35 jobs requiring 89,000 
dirhams for each job 


By sector, 45 percent of the investments approved in 
September are earmarked for the textiles and leather 
sector 

the total 


In the breakdown by region, greater Casablanca predom- 


inates, as has generally been the case, with 32 percent of 


all investments planned, and 1s followed by the province 
of Settat 


[he agrifood industry represents 15 percent of 


NEAR EAST 


51 


About 209 million dirhams in foreign investments were 
initiated during the month of September, 38 percent of 
them from Spain, 21 percent from France, and 13 
percent from Kuwait. Textiles and leather will receive 75 
percent of foreign investments. 


Of the 210 proposals approved in September, 117 
involve small- and medium-sized industries (55 new 
investments and 62 expansions), representing 56 percent 
of the total. 


These projects will create 4.870 jobs (66 percent of all 
new jobs) and will entail an investment on the order of 
169 million dirhams, 71 million in foreign currency, 
representing 26 percent of total investments 


For small- and medium-sized industries, the average 
amount to be invested under each project is 1.4 million 
dirhams and the average cost per job is 34,000 dirhams. 


This means that small- and medium-sized industries will 
create 4,870 jobs with an investment of 169 million 
dirhams, while large industries will create only 2,494 
jobs with 486 million dirhams 
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Commentary Denounces Algerian Stance on 
Western Sahara 

)]}440125A Rabat L’'OPINION tn French 

1] Nov 90 pp 1, 3 


[Editorial by Mustafa Nassiri] 


(Text] During a foreign policy debate in the Algerian 
National Assembly, Foreign Affairs Minister Mr. Sid 


Ahmed Ghozali stated that the renewal of diplomat 


relations between Algeria and Morocco in 1985 “did not 
constitute an abandonment of the Saharan cause.’ 


The Algerian step, he explained, consisted of “improving 
bilateral relations with Morocco to try to better assist in 
the rapprochement between the parties.” Mr 
Ghozali stated that “the Saharan question has evolved to 
the point where a political solution can be found.” 


two 


The Algerian minister pronounced himself in favor of a 
“direct and constructive dialogue” between Moroccans 
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and Saharans within the tramework of the administra- 
tive plan put forth on the Saharan conflict by the UN 
and OAU. The ideas the minister sketched out before the 
Algerian National Assembly concerning the so-called 
Saharan question are essentially the same as those that 


had been elaborated and advanced in the tenets of 


certain theses obeying considerations of a politico- 
Strategic and hegemonic nature, and which at the time 
comprised the foundation of the Boumediene policy. 
These ideas, which elevated lies and posturing to the 
level of an entity and a republic, have prevailed in a 
framework and context specific to Algeria’s foreign 
policy, which Boumediene wanted to predispose to a 
power role and that of a regional and continental leader 
in the peoples’ liberation and independence processes, 
during the course of that period. 


Boumediene’s Machiavellian plans stumbled over the 
rock of historic truth, law, and legitimacy that attests 
that the Sahara 1s Moroccan territory, regained in accor- 


dance with the Moroccan people’s will and aspirations of 


achieving territorial integrity. The ideas advanced today 
by the Algerian foreign affairs minister are an extension 
of those conceived by Boumediene and which, following 
the thread of the question’s development, have demon- 
sirited their weakness through their artificial, unreal- 
istic, and chimeric nature. The so-called Sahara question 
is revealed through the strength of law and legitimacy to 


be, as Morocco has always considered it, a question of 


Our country’s territorial integrity and sovereignty over 
that region of national territory 


There does not exist, based on principles and historic 
truth, a Saharan entity or Saharan republic. Within this 
framework, the referendum accepted by Morocco for 
part of its territory constitutes nothing more than a 
consultation aimed at reconfirming the Sahara’s Moroc- 
canness. Furthermore, since the factors or elements that 
moved our country to accept such a referendum recon- 
firming the Moroccan character of that part of its 
national territory have today disappeared, there 1s no 
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longer a need to proceed with that referendum, which 
has become null and void in the eyes of the Moroccan 
people. 


Moreover, ever since the majority of the phantom 
Saharan republic’s “‘authorities” and its numerous rene- 
gades returned to the motherland, they have demon- 
Strated to international public opinion, through their 
statements, the artificial nature of the chimeric republic 
and the so-called “Polisario” front of entities conceived 
artificially to serve the objectives of a certain time, and 
today refuted by the strength of the reality of things. 


After the proclamation of these entities, the world and 
the Maghreb region experienced numerous transforma- 
tions and mutations, the importance of which focused 
attention and created new concepts at the level of 
bilateral and international relations. These changes have 
been founded on the basis of new parameters and, of 
necessity, on the disappearance of certain outmoded 
parameters or ideas of these relations and of future 
coexistence. If such ideas that have served to establish a 
world in full mutation and upheaval today end up 
disappearing with the birth of other ideas and concepts 
of relations, how, one may well ask, can those that were 
comprised of vague desires of hegemony, expansionism 
and dreams of power appropriate for the colonial and 
postcolonial epoch today be revived and exposed to 
explain the orientations of such-and-such foreign policy? 
Such ideas developed by the Algerian minister at the 
National Assembly are not only erroneous and in dis- 
agreement with historic reality and international law, 
but are completely outmoded, in the first place by 
Algeria, and contrary to the evolutionary current of 
international relations and the establishment of the 
rapport on which the future of the nations will be 
constructed. 


One of the frameworks for the establishment of this new 
rapport is the UMA [Arab Maghreb Union], to which the 
Maghreb countries’ leaders are committed. It is the 
UMA’s framework of rapport that must be taken into 
consideration, and not that of the outmoded ideas of a 
bad heritage that revives the threats burdening the 
iuture 
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INDIA 


Maharashtra: Antule, Thakre Viewed as Political 
Turncoats 


91AS0129B Bombay NAVBHARAT TIMES in Hindi 
5 Oct 90 pl 


[News Analysis: “A New Alliance Formed on the Basis of 


‘| Will Scratch Your Back, If You Will Scratch Mine’”’} 


[Text] Bombay, 4 October—Maharashtra politics are 
changing quietly. Recently, we were told about the peace 
agreement between Chief Minister Sharad Pawar and the 
former prime minister, Abdul Rehman Antule. And 
now, Bal Thakre, the Shivsena leader, has announced 


that it is not proper to accuse the chief minister of 


corruption without any evidence. 


In 2n interview published in the MARMIK, the Shivsena 


weekly newspaper, Mr. Thakre said that there is no proof 


of corruption in the Vasai-Virar Project, in which the 
chief minister is accused. 


It should be remembered that Bal Thakre himself drew a 
cartoon titled, “Land Is Like Shrikhand [a favorite 
dessert] in the MARMIK only a short time ago, in 
which he depicted Pawar eating land like he was eating 
shrikhand. This cartoon was discussed as far away as 
Delhi in context of the rumors about the Vasai-Virar 
land deals. In the light of that cartoon and Mr. Thakre’s 
recent statement, the political circles are questioning 
why Mr. Thakre suddenly is inquiring about evidence 
against the chief minister. 


After the newly developed friendship between Antule 


and Pawar, Antule has started to call the state’s chief 
minister the most progressive and popular leader of 


Maharashtra. Only a few days earlier, he had called him 
the most corrupt and untrustworthy person! 


We should not be surprised at this new friendly attitude 
of these two leaders, knowing well their past history. This 
happens all the time and has happened now. Following 
their past practices, neither of the two leaders thought it 
necessary to explain the reasons behind this new friend- 
Ship. Neither of these two explained why they are 
recalling the accusations levied against each other. The 
same can be said about Mr. Thakre. 


It is a known fact that Chief Minister Pawar had warned 
both Antule and Thakre. While appointing a special 
judge to investigate Antule, he had let him know that he 
was ready to respond to his anti-Pawar campaign! At the 
same time, he gave the Shivsena leader the message that 
if he tried to talk more about the reservation issue of 285 
land plots, then the land plots belonging to Shivsena in 
Manpa area would not be safe either. In such a situation 
the three had no alternative but to extend the hands of 
friendship and stop accusing each other 


This friendship is based on the old practice of “I will 
scratch your back, if you will scratch mine,” and the 
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three have benefited. Another reason for Antule’s friend- 
ship with Pawar is the upcoming district council elec- 
tions. Now that he has been cleared of accusations made 
by a member of his own party (Antule), Pawar will be 
able to make election speeches. Also, he will benefit from 
Antule’s political influence in Konkan area. It appears 
that the state government is in no hurry to appoint a 
special judge to investigate the Antule incident! 


Powerful Middle Class Said Maker or Breaker oi 
V.P. Singh 

Y]4S0129A Bombay NAVBHARAT TIMES in Hindi 
5 Oct 90 p 6 


[Commentary by Rayjkishore: ““This Middle Class 
Uprising May Turn Out To Be a Boon”’] 


[Text] Mr. V.P. Singh is the first Indian prime minister 
who has taken the trouble to provoke the middle class. It 
is possible that he did not know ot the possibility of such 
explosive results when he decided to implement the 
recommendations made by the Central Commission. At 
that time, he was focusing on only one goal—how to 
disarm Devilal. Devilal has made the middle class angry 
at him because of his strong advocacy of villages. V.P. 
Singh left Devilal way behind in this area. It was under- 
standable. You had to be a double of or even a triple of 
Devilal to defeat him! However, V.P. Singh did show 
political courage when the middle class was outraged at 
the Central Commission’s recommendations. This was 
important for his political existence. Had he shown 
cowardice, he would have no place left to go. He now has 
a political plan which has infinite possibilities. 


The middle class has been in the center of all the political 
games since our independence. Our independence 
struggle was also led by the middle class. This middle 
class had opposed oppression and class distinction 
because of Gandhi's revolutionary influence. Gandhi not 
only changed our nation, but also this class. He taught 
this class to spin the wheel to make cloth and to live 
simply. He sent the members of this class to Haryan 
communities, and encouraged the women of this class to 
go out for social work. Thus, the middle class that fought 
for India’s independence became a symbol of freedom 
for the poor people after independence. When the people 
blame the leaders for annihilating this nation, they think 
about the dreams they had during the struggle for 
freedom. The political leadership of the middle class 
betrayed these dreams. This class drowned itself in a 
consumer economy without modernizing the production 
technology. Most of the development plans were geared 
for this class. Most of the projects were aimed at making 
the life of this class more comfortable. The economic 
system of independent India became a production 
colony for the middle class! 


This was not a progressive middle class, however. The 
middle class was born during the industrial re volution in 
the West. The middle class played a very important role 
in the social and political arena there. It fought agatnst 
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the Church, revolted against the feudal traditions, 
changed monarchies into democracies, and supported 
liberal and new scientific ideas. It overhauled the life- 
Style in Europe. Every sphere of life hecame liberal. Even 
women were liberated! 


India’s middle class is very di!ferent. It was very progres- 
sive until 1947, and became se!!-centered after indepen- 
dence. There was no room for it to think about the 
deprived and downtrodden people when it became 
engrossed in its own unsatisfied desires. The best 
example of this development is the voice of the middle 
class. This class needed maids, guards, barbers, washer- 
men, cobblers, and janitors, but it never thought that 
these people would need a place to live. They were 
expected to make their own arrangements for living and 
come to the middle class colonies to serve them 


This middle class did not strengthen healthy democratic 
principles in our politics. It gets sick at the idea of 
freedom of thinking in its social life. Sycophancy has 
become a way of life. The middle class has become 
extremely sectarian. Its social life 1s more hypocritical 
than any other group. The sickness of flaunting, like 
tuberculosis, has infested it. There is no system left in its 
family structure. The women are forced to leave home to 
work in order to raise the standard of a family’s life 
However, this has not encouraged equality of the sexes 
The way 1n which they are clinging to the caste system is 
evident from their matrimonial advertisements. The way 
in which this class 1s pushing the country in the wrong 
direction because of its selfish and sick desires is evident 
from dowries, killings, and suicides committed against 
the reservation policy. The former [dowry] results from 
the blind desire for materialism, and the latter 1s the 
result of our economic policy which essentially breeds 
more unemployment 


Is there any room for sympathy in the philosophy 
followed by this self-serving middle class? Yes, but only 
marginal. This sympathy makes it run eye operation 
camps and free medical dispensaries, and distribute 
blankets to the poor during the winter. This feeling was 
expressed through the slogan of “eradicate poverty” and 
such organizations as food-for-work, Antoday, and the 
Jawahar Employment Program. Since most of the people 
In Our country are poor, all leaders must participate in 
such programs. Even Rajiv Gandhi, in the beginning 
thought that 1f he made the middle class happy he would 
not have to worry about anything 


Mr. V.P. Singh ts not a messiah of the poor. He is nota 
disciple of Marx, Lenin, Lohia, Gandhi, or Jai Prakash. 
However, circumstances are forcing him to learn from all 
of this in order to enhance his politics and to give new 
direction to parliamentary The reservation 


policy will not herald socialism in our country, but this 


| 
DoLit S 


issue has touched a very sensitive nerve in our politics 
India has changed overnight. The strong opposition to it 


by the middle class has made this issue a question imoark 
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related to progress, reaction, development, and opposi- 
tion. Everyone is forced to face this issue now in one 
form or another. 


Che politics that V.P. Singh had practiced until now did 
not require this confrontation. He had risen as the new 
leader oi this very middle class. His politics was aimed at 
corruption—not all corruption, just the Bofors incident. 
The people he selected for his political success had been 
associated with the long tradition of political struggle. 
He had to talk about the line between the rich and the 
middle class in order to be a part of them. He had to raise 
issues such as making employment a basic right and 
worker participation in management. He still supported 
the middle class strongly. However, when the Central 
Commission drew the last line of division, he became the 
thorn in the side of the very middle class that had made 
him the apple of its eyes 


India’s middle class 1s extremely powerful. It controls the 
bureaucracy and the media. It is the right hand of the 
business and industrial world. It monopolizes the tech- 
nical and highly paid positions. The rebellion by this 
class can take Mr. V.P. Singh all the way to the bottom 
However, if V.P. Singh succeeds in waking up the 
neglected and persecuted poor masses and becomes their 
leader for the good of the nation, he can successfully 
confront the middle class and become more popular than 
even Jawaharlal Nehru. Then, the middle class perhaps 
will adopt him again, since it has no leader left. A small 
faction of the middle class has defected from it during 
the last two decades because of its values and interests 
This detected portion of the middle class is helping V.P 
Singh 1 this difficult time. Who knows, this faction of 
the middle class may become the main class in the 
future. The main purpose is to get a good leader for the 
nation and this cannot be achieved with the traditional 
means. However, the new methods have yet to evolve 
V.P. Singh has to ride either this tiger or be prepared for 
a disgraceful exile from the political world 


Government Seen as Lacking Vision on Babri 
Masjid Issue 
ITASOIIGA Delhi JANSATTA tn Hindi 20 Oct 90 p ¢ 


fEditorial: “Let the Masjid Remain, Build the Temple} 


[Texi] There is no sense in reiterating that, because ot the 
ultimatum given by the BJP [Bharatiya Janata Party] 
the existence of the eleven-month- old national front 
government ts in jeopardy. The fact of the matter ts that 
the crisis that was already there has now deepened, or 
another crisis has been added to the existing chain of 
crises and, as it appears, it 1s the biggest one and the most 
dangerous. If the chariot of Lal Krishna Advani 1s 
stopped in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh and if the volunteers 
are not allowed to lend a helping hand in the 
tion of a tempie for Rama in Ayodhya, the BJP will 
withdraw its support to the national front government 
Following this, the government will immediately turn 
into a minority. Despite whatever air 1s being pumped 


onstruc 
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into it by the secular leftist parties, they will not be able 
to stop the government from falling. There are twice as 
many BJP parliamentarians as there are leftist party 
parliamentarians and, despite the fact that al! of them 
might not agree with the appropriateness of following the 
path of collision, they will definitely accept their party’s 
decision. If the V.P. Singh government falls, there will be 
two possibilities. The first possibility is that the Janata 
Dal could select another leader, who could be supported 
by the BJP. However, the person who might get support 
from the so-called communalistic BJP might not get 
much help from the Janata Dal itself, so as to be able to 
form a government. Any candidate who would be 
leaning towards either the BJP or the leftist parties will 
not get support from both of them. In such a situation, 
any One group might break away and, together with some 
Other cooperating factions, might get support from the 


,,°* 


222-member strong Congress to be able to form a gov- 


ernment. For this purpose as well as for the purpose of 


getting legal recognition, at least fifty parliamentarians 
will have to break away from Janata Dal. Even with the 
backing of Mulayam Singh Yadav, Chandrashekhar will 
not be able to collect so many members for support. Not 
because the people of Janata Dal are not displeased with 
V.P. Singh, but because no member of the parliament 
wants to ride a balloon government that may fall at any 
time, with the prick of a pin by the Congress. Charan 
Singh’s experience is known to everybody, and the 
people of Janata Dal have learned at least some lesson 
Irom it 


Ihe second possibility is that, if the Janata Dal is not 
gain enough support to be able to form a 
government, President Venkatraman may invite the 

orm a government, by virtue of its being the 
largest single party. However, Congress may not get the 
necessary backing to gain a majority, and as such, the 
president may have to order a fresh election. However 
in the present situation, none of the parties would like to 
get involved with elections. The issues of the Mandal 
(‘ommission and the temple have posed such a dilemma 
before them and cannot be resolved easily. No party 
with a straightforward policy on either of the issues, can 
win an election with a clear majority. The Congress may 
be in the most advantageous position, but by supporting 
Mandal and the temple it might wipe out all of its gains 
[his is the reason why it supported the proposal to form 
a national unity council to discuss the controversy Overt 
the birthplace of Rama vis-a-vis Babri Masjid. However. 
recently it was found to be boycotting, together with the 
BJP, an all-party meeting convened by the prime min- 
ister. Sentiments that have been aroused in the Hindus 
on the issue of Rama temple could not be ignored even 
by the all-party convention, and it was suggested that the 
temple could be built without demolishing the masjid 
Nobody can win an election with this approach. Manda! 
and the temple, these are two bones stuck 1n the throat of 
Indian politics that can neither be swallowed nor can 


the \ he ce 


able Lo 


( ongress tof 


ected by any political party 


all of this 1s just politics and a blind game of 
or continuing a government, or winning an 
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election. Whatever you do, our politicians will not 
abandon this game. Everybody talks of the national 
interest, but all of them have their own vested interest to 
serve, in the name of the country. Those who are cursing 
Lal Krishna Advani for riding on an open chariot in 
order to attract the votes of the Hindu majority are 
themselves eager to collect in their vote banks the 
Muslim votes in the name of secularism. A temple and a 
masjid may be the separate homes of Hindu and Muslim 
gods respectively, but, for the present time, they are 
places of devotion to votes. If this was not so, this 
controversy would have been resolved much sooner. 
Every Hindu or Muslim knows how Ayodhya ts related 
to Rama and how Babar is related to India. Ayodhya, 
after all, has been the hometown of Rama from time 
immemorial, but the structure that is called Babri Masjid 
has become a place of life and death for the Muslims 
during recent years. Viswa Hindu Parishad and the Babri 
Masjid Action Committce have given two such symbols 
to the Hindus and the Muslims respectively by means of 
their propaganda, as the two communities have now 
made it an issue of their life and death rather than just of 
their prestige. If a temple is erected after demolishing the 
masjid, the Muslims will feel as tf their social structure 
itself is being demolished. And if the temple of Rama ts 
not allowed to be built, the Hindus will feel that they are 
being forbidden to build a temple, in their own country, 
at the birthplace of one of their gods incarnate. The 
religious leaders of both communities claim that Bhag- 
wan/Allah is present everywhere; on the other hand, they 
will go all out for a temple or a masjid. This attitude 1s 
not a recent one nor has it developed because of the 
controversy over Rama’s birthplace and Babri Masjid. 
In every country and every religion, most of the people 
give importance to external symbols and are intolerant 
of other religions. In the Hindu religion, there was not 
much orthodoxy. But, in reaction to Christian mission- 
aries and Muslim and Sikh fanaticism, even the Hindus 
are developing religious narrow-mindedness. Political 
parties, in place of cooperating with the liberal elements, 
go along with the fanatic elements of their society. If 
politicians are unable to see anything but votes, the 
people belonging to religious organizations and the rell- 
gious leaders are unable to see the real home of God; they 
can see only passion, malice, their gains, or their losses 
Political and religious leaders help each other and, as a 
result, 11 is the common man who ultimately has to 
suffer 


However, no miracle is going to free us from these 
political and religious leaders. We can only hope that 
they will not drown the whole country in the name of 
Ayodhya, in the Saryu [river] overflowing with blood. In 
order to stop them from doing this, it 1s necessary to put 
pressure on them. Despite the pressure of the 
approaching of 30 October, even if under compulsion, 
these leaders and men of religion are coming to an 


understanding. Even if the BJP may have threatened to 
break the government as well as demolish the masjid 
they are now realizing that tall of the national front 
interest and also by 


sovernment will not be in ther 
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demolishing the masjid they will not be able to do any 
good either to the Hindu society or to the country. 
Similarly, also those who so far were against erecting a 


temple in the name of secularism are now talking of 


respecting the sentiments of the Hindus. Pressure 1s 
working on everybody and, be it the government or the 
masjid, nobody wants to go to the extreme of demol- 
ishing it. There may be a controversy over the historical 
facts with regard to the erection of the masjid by Mir 
Baki, a commander of Babar’s army, after demolishing 
the then existing temple of Rama. But, there is no 
controversy over the fact that for the last half century no 
prayers by Muslims have been offered there. On the 
other hand, Ramlala has been worshipped there every 
day for the last 41 years. The court has also isssued and 
order to maintain the status quo. This means that no 
prayers by Muslims will be offered there, but worshiping 
will continue. If, in spite of its being a masjid, these 
things have been happening, there may be a way out. 
While the masjid is maintained a temple might be built 
in order to house Rama. This is not impossibie. If tried, 
a way may be discovered. It is gratifying to see that 
everybody is now trying to find a way out. Governments 
come and go and heavens will not fall if the present 
government falls. But, by destroying the symbols of the 
egos of our two societies—in the forms of temples and 
masjids, we will only be ruining our societies and our 
nation. May the masjid remain and a temple be built, 
only then will the country which we have built so far 
remain united, intact—secular and democratic. 


IRAN 


Tea Production Down, Price Doubled 


91 4S0258M London KEYHAN in Persian 
22 Nov 90 p 4 


[Text] While domestic tea production was about 55,000 
tons in the year 1367 [21 March 1988-20 March 1989] 
this year the figure has dropped considerably, and based 
on the estimates of agricultural experts, total tea produc- 
tion in the year 1369 [21 March 1990-20 March 1991] 
will be no more than 41,000 tons. Analysis of statistics 


on domestic tea consumption shows that consumption of 


this product in Iran is steadily increasing, and it has now 
increased about 107 percent for both domestic and 
foreign tea consumption compared to the year 1357 [21 
March 1978-20 March 1979]. Experts on agricultural 
affairs give as the main reason for the increase in tea 
consumption in Iran over the last !0 years the increase in 
population in that country. These experts recently 


announced that the current per capita consumption of 


tea in Iran is now about 1.5 kilograms. According to 
reports from the tea markets in Iran, currently the price 
of some types of tea on the free market have doubled 
compared to last year, and in some cases tripled. A 
newspaper published in the Islamic Republic recently 
announced that the 30-toman yellow packets of tea, 
which were trading last year for 60 tomans at most, have 
reached 140 tomans this year. Most insiders in the 
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production and trade of tea in Iran believe that the 
current high cost of this substance is mainly caused by 
the failure of the Islamic Republic’s agricultural officials 
to persuade tea growers to expand their production 
activities and increase the harvest of this crop and its 
insufficient distribution among consumers. Quoting a 
shopkeeper, the newspaper ABRAR, published in the 
Islamic Republic, recently wrote that tea distribution 
officials have not made the tea needed for sales available 
to shopkeepers for about four months. 


KEYHAN reports that according to a tea-growing 
expert, currently most of the tea produced in Iran ts 
being bought by brokers and smuggled to Turkey. These 
experts noted that smugglers of tea brought in from Iran 
sell it at high prices in Turkey and thus make enormous 
profits. 


Statistical sources in the Islamic Republic’s Ministry of 
Agriculture recently announced that the existing differ- 
ence between the level of domestic tea production at 
about 40,000 tons per year and the annual domestic 
consumption at about 95,000 tons forces merchants to 
import the difference between production and consump- 
tion, and in this way major amounts of the country’s 
foreign exchange goes for the consumption of these 
imports 


PAKISTAN 


Pakistan Urged to Play Key Role in Gulf Crisis 
91AS0056A Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 21 Sep 90 p 3 


[Editorial: “Monkey Business in Gulf and the Muslim 
Community” ] 


[Text] The foreign armies blockading Iraq have divided 
the Gulf and, without any legal authority, the navies of 
the United States, France, England, Holland, and Italy 
have established their respective zones. These countries 
have decided that no foreign ships can move into their 
zones without permission. The situation in the Gulf has 
become analogous to one that existed in Germany at the 
end of World War II. The armed forces of the Soviet 
Union, the United States, England, and France had 
prohibited the entrance of foreign nationals in areas 
under their respective occupation. The situation in the 
Gulf is a logical consequence of it. God forbid, if an 
armed conflict breaks out in this region, then the occu- 
pying forces will become the victorious forces and the 
region’s stability, and freedom will depend upon them 


We had hinted towards such possibilities, even before 
the start of Iraqi aggression. Compassionate elements 
within the Islamic community have always been sensi- 
tive to the well-being and weak defenses of the Arab 
states in the Gulf. But, alas, the Arab rulers wasted their 
wealth on unnecessary projects and did not pay attention 
.O a strong defense. As we have said earlier, the Arab 
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rulers could have solved the problem of a small popula- 
tion by importing well qualified citizens of “brother” 
Islamic countries. 


It has been learned that Saudi Arabia has decided to 
consider granting citizenship to those expatriate Paki- 
stanis who would volunteer their services for defense 
purposes. If it is true, this is good news. However, it is a 
little late now. The Arab rulers have relied too heavily on 
their wealth and Western friends. They even deposited 
all their wealth in European and American banks. Con- 
sequently, they are dependent upon Europe and America 
for their independence and safety. 


The Arab leaders advanced Arab nationalism instead of 
Islamic nationhood, and good and evil were judged 
based upon nationalism. Now, this Arab nationalism has 
become a death trap for them. Iraq, which equipped its 
armed forces with deadly weapons that were purchased 
through the aid provided by the rich Arab countries in 
the name of Arab nationalism, has become a danger for 
the safety of small Arab states in the Gulf. Kuwait 
became an easy victim of Iraqi aggression and other Gulf 
States are afraid of Iraqi aggression. These countries have 
“hired” the armed forces of the United States and 
European countries for their safety. On the other hand, 
the PLO and 10 other Arab countries have threatened to 
target American interests if the United States attacked 
Iraq. During a conference in Oman, these countries 
decided to challenge the United Nations sanctions 
against Iraq and declared that they would acquire an 
airplane to deliver food and medicine to Iraq. Partici- 
pants in the conference included: Algeria, Jordan, Iraq, 
Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Lebanon, Mauritania, Sudan, 
Yemen, and the PLO. It is apparent from their decision 
that on the sensitive topic of the Gulf’s defense, the Arab 
countries are visibly divided into two opposite groups. 
The concept of Arab nationalism has failed to unite 
Arabs. This new division among Arabs has practically 
drowned the idea of Arab unity and Arab nationalism 
into the deep waters of the Gulf. 


In these trying times, the Arab nations are divided into 
two camps. The Secretary of the Arab League has 
resigned in disappointment. The conference of Arab 
leaders has failed. Now, it is the duty of all learned men 
of the Muslim community to step forward and take 
concrete steps toward saving the Islamic community 
from aggression, anxiety, and foreign pressure. This can 
be done on different levels. As 1t was decided during the 
meeting of Islamic movements and organizations from 
all over the world in Oman, talks should be held with all 
respective parties and emphasis should be placed on the 
peaceful settlement of the dispute. A delegation selected 
from Islamic organizations was formed for this purpose 
The delegation has completed its talks with the leaders of 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia. It is now visiting Baghdad and 
Tehran for talks with the leaders of Iraq and Iran. The 
delegation 1s comprised of members from Islamic orga- 
nizations from all important Islamic countries. From 
Pakistan, Qazi Hussain Ahmad, Professor Khurshid 
Ahmcd, and Khalil Hameedi are participating. 
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The efforts of Islamic movements from the Muslim 
community are extremely important and deserve praise. 
But, a lot can be done at the official level. During the 
Iran-Iraq war, the Islamic Organization Conference, 
under the leadership of the late President Ziaul Haq, 
tried very hard to make peace between the two countries. 
Pakistan is still in a position to take important and 
concrete steps in this direction. Although the interim 
government has reflected the sentiments of the whole 
nation by sending troops to Saudi Arabia, Pakistan needs 
to step forward and, with the help of Turkey, Iran, 
Jordan, Indonesia, and Algeria, etc., try to build a 
consensus on the formation of an Islamic peace force for 
the defense of the Gulf and holy places so that brother 
Arab countries can be freed from dependence on the 
Europeans and the Americans for defense of the oil 
reserves and the religious duty of defending the holy 
places. Also, the aggressive power occupying Kuwait 
should not be allowed to become a salvation for Muslims 
by standing up against America. Pakistan should play a 
pivotal role in the international Islamic force that would 
replace the European and American forces in defending 
the Gulf. Pakistan has close relations with the Gulf 
States, and it has the confidence of the United States and 
the European countries. Courage displayed by the Paki- 
stani leadership can brighten Pakistan’s future. 


Commentaries Denounce U.S. Attitude on Aid, 
Urge Self-Reliance 


U.S. Action Termed Improper, ‘Unsympathetic’ 
914S0118A Karachi JANG in Urdu 12 Oct 90 p 3 


(Editorial: “U.S. Actions And Their Background”] 


(Text] James Baker, the U.S. Secretary of State, has 
issued instructions to stop the military assistance 
approved for 1990 and to hold the economic assistance 
for 1991 included in the Pressler Amendment. THE 
WASHINGTON POST published a news report stating 
that Mr. James Baker called Sahabzada Yaqub Khan to 
the State Department the other day and told him that the 
U.S. government would not provide any military or 
economic assistance to Pakistan until new proof of the 
suspension of Pakistan's atomic program was presented. 
JANG’s correspondent in Washington tried unsuccess- 
fully to contact our foreign minister, Sahabzada Yaqub 
Khan, and the political center in our New York office to 
get their reaction to this demand. However, THE 
WASHINGTON POST added that Yaqub Khan tried 
very hard for continued assistance based on Pakistan's 
earlier assurance. However, Mr. Baker demanded new 
assurances and solid proof of the suspension of the 
atomic program. According to the report in this news- 
paper, the U.S. ambassador in Pakistan, Robert Oakley, 
had requested additional information about atomic 
weapons. The caretaker prime minister, Ghulam Mus- 
tafa Jatoi, had ignored this request. President Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan had also told the ambassador that the 
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caretaker government could not provide this informa- 
tion and that the new government elected after the 
elections would take action on this request. 


U.S. military and economic aid to Pakistan has been a 
hot topic of discussion in our national and international 
press for several weeks. We learned first that the U.S. 
president was stopping military aid, based on the 
Pressler Amendment, since Pakistan had not presented 
the requested assurance. The economic aid was to con- 
tinue. However, according to the latest information, 
economic aid 1s also in jeopardy. Mr. Sartay Aziz, our 
foreign minister, implied in a television interview the 
other day that the effect of suspension of economic aid 
would not be felt in Pakistan for several months, as the 
already approved aid would be coming in. He had added 
that the development in the Gulf was adversely affecting 
Pakistan in many ways. Suspension of U.S. economic aid 
in such a situation would result in new problems for 
Pakistan. As Prime Minister Jatoi said, the United States 
has chosen a very bad time to stop its aid. Unfortunately, 
the United States has made such untimely decisions 
several times and has caused problems for Pakistan. This 
has hurt the image of the United States as a friend and an 
ally of Pakistan. Now that the United States is expressing 
its satisfaction over Pakistan’s reaction over Kuwait, it is 
also demanding assurances, which is equivalent to inter- 
fering in our internal affairs in order to continue its aid. 
A caretaker government could never meet those 
demands. We have to call the U.S. attitude unsympa- 
thetic at best. We believe the position taken by Prime 
Minister Jato: and President Ishaq Khan was appro- 
priate and logical and the United States should not have 
used pressure tactics to aggravate the situation in Paki- 
stan. 


Our government, political leaders, and the people should 
also think about how long will we continue to use the 
crutch of U.S. aid. Pakistan is a large country and its 110 
million people are capable and talented. God has granted 
us plenty of natural resources. Why can’t we be self- 
sufficient? Why are we depending more and more on 
foreign aid? We must get rid of our habit of depending 
on others by making and implementing long-range plans 
We must accelerate our efforts to be self-sufficient. 


This goal is not difficult to attain, if we work with a 
strong will. U.S. aid will be reinstated sooner or later. 
What we should think about ts getting rid of any need for 
this aid. 


Aid Seen Benefiting U.S., Not Pakistan 
91ASO118B Karachi JANG in Urdu 18 Oct 90 p 3 


[Article by Professor Hussain Kazmi 
Heart Is Kingdom, Slavery Death” ] 


[Text] Nair Zaidi, JANG’s special correspondent sta- 
tioned in Washington D.C., recently sent a report titled, 
“Threat of stopping U.S. aid.” In this report, he had 
written 


“Freedom of 
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‘| do not deny the fact that the economic situation in our 
country requires foreign aid. We can get foreign 
exchange through this aid to purchase things from other 
countries. However, the situation has become rather 
difficult. If your boss is trying to strangle you, you do not 
have to worry about losing your job! We should first 
worry about being alive, then about our jobs.” 


Most of the time, Mr. Zaidi’s columns are very good. As 
a long-time resident of the United States and a sympa- 
thetic Pakistani, he has acquired an in-depth knowledge 
of the U.S. mentality, the negative influence of the West 
in international politics, and the Jewish influence. His 
analyses are usually impeccable, and he has made a very 
good analysis of the present situation. Our political 
parties, our leaders, and all of us should very seriously 
study this situation and decide on the best approach. 


Muslims have played a remarkable and praiseworthy 
role in the freedom struggle for this subcontinent. 
Despite this fact that they had a group with vested 
interest willing to live under British slavery, the Muslims 
played a historical role in the freedom struggle. Pakistan 
was established because of the spirit of nationalism that 
was born out of this role. During the last part of the 
freedom struggle, the independence of this geographic 
region became our primary goal and we still consider the 
defense of an independent Pakistan as our first and 
foremost duty. Anything that hinders the performance of 
this duty is like poison to us. Be it our internal affairs or 
foreign relations, our economic policy, or foreign mili- 
tary and economic aid, we have one criterion to evaluate 
them. This criterion is: Does this affair, relation, policy, 
and aid effect our independence? We will accept any 
relationship or assistance if it does not effect our inde- 
pendence. We will strongly object if these effect to the 
contrary. 


U.S. commentaries about Pakistan’s internal affairs are 
usually unfair and offensive. This attitude has become 
more intense after the removal of the PPP [Pakistan 
People’s Party] government. There was news about the 
U.S. ambassador's unfair interference in our internal 
affairs even during PPP rule. However, the style of 
interference was a little different at that time. This 
attitude changed right after the 6 August development 
and we began to receive news reports daily that U.S. aid 
to Pakistan had become conditional or was going to be 
stopped. It was also said that the aid would be stopped if 
a democratic government was not established or the 
elections were not fair. U.S. delegations were coming 
here daily to study the situation; the U.S. ambassador 
was issuing statements, making comments or speeches 
about what should and what should not happen in 
Pakistan. He told us who should be investigated and 
how. He advised us how to hold elections. Someone 
called Solaraz, said something one day, and the next day 
an important or not-so-important Senator from the 
United States said something else. All of us were lis. 
tening to them and some were even afraid. Everyone 
listened; however, those with vested interests were wor 
ried as they had a possible position in power at stake. A 
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common Pakistani does not worry, though. This ts just a 
time of trial for them; not a time to be afraid 


A report about some activity in the U.S. Senate was 
published in JANG last week. It said: 


“The Bush administration has not made any decision 
about aid to Pakistan and the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations has raised another obstacle by relating 
aid to Pakistan wath its internal affairs. The subcom- 
mittee has accepted a new amendment to continue aid. 
The U.S. President wi!l require assurances that the 
emergency will be lifted, fair elections in which candi- 
dates of all approved parties participate would be held 
under international monitoring, the National Assembly 
would be established, and no elected candidate would be 
denied a seat on political grounds.” 


This proposal by the subcommittee was published in 
newspapers as a brief report. The government and other 
related agencies may have detailed accounts of this 
proposal, the reaction of U.S. Senators and the govern- 
ment to it. | do not know what our leaders think about 
this report. The Pakistani people’s reaction to it, how- 
ever, iS very strong. This proposal is nothing more than 
blatant interference by the United States in Pakistan's 
internal affairs. Pakistan’s government should strongly 
protest to the U.S. government for this effort at interfer- 
ence in our affairs. This protest would portray the 
feelings of today’s Pakistan accurately because we are 
experiencing extreme economic difficulties and our pro- 
test will show that we are very sensitive to our national 
independence even during such a critical period 


It 1s €acOmMmMon impression that Pakistan must have U.S 
aid in order to solve its economic problems. However, 11 
one takes a closer look and analyzes the whole situation, 
one will find that many of our national and economi 
problems are the direct result of U.S. aid. The truth 1s 
that the U.S. aid 1s given out more for U.S. political and 
economic interests than for the needs of a country. The 
United States would face a very difficult political and 
economic crisis should the countries that receive U.S 
aid decide to reject the aid today. The United States 1s 
blessed with so many natural resources and it has a 
special place in the world for the progress 1t has made in 
educational, cultural, and technical areas. However, due 
to its long-term involvement in preparing to fight the 
communist countries, the United States’ economy 1s ina 
critical condition now. The Gulf crisis has helped it a 
little, however, if the United States does not change its 
erratic attitude and the world does not recognize it, this 
help will be temporary and the United States will find 
itself in a major economic crisis. Thus, the United States 
offers aid to other countries just to maintain its political 
and economic status and to meet its psychological needs 
U.S. aid to China and the Soviet Union clearly proves 
this fact 


The U.S.-Pakistani relationship began during Liaqat Al: 
Khan’s time. Mr. Liagat Ali Khan was Pakistan’s first 


prime minisier and he had to decide whom to select 
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between the Soviet Union and the United States, for 
friendly relations. Mr. Liaqat Ali Khan picked the 
United States, and now 40 years have passed since then. 
The United States was not as important at that time as it 
is now. At that time, it had just dropped atomic bombs 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki and was suffering from the 
aftereffects of this antihuman deed. Pakistan’s decision 
to be in the U.S. camp helped the United States as much, 
if not more, than it helped Pakistan. Pakistan played an 
important role in strengthening U.S. relations in the 
Islamic world. 


\s for Pakistan, it lost more than it gained by its 
relations with the Unrted States. The first and irrepa- 
rable loss to Pakistan was losing its pride as an indepen- 
dent nation. Economically, the burden of these loans has 
become unbearable now. Pakistan lost more than it 
gained in the international brotherhood. The Soviet 
Union and India became friends because of these rela- 
tions, and the Soviet Union proved to be a more depend- 
able ally to India. The United States profited trom 
defense pacts with Pakistan. The Soviet Union rose to 
ihe occasion as a friend during the 1965 and 197] 
India-Pakistan wars, while the United States did not do 
its duty as Pakistan’s ally. Pakistan, however, still kept 
faith in U.S. friendship. In 1962, President Kennedy 
made Pakistan promise that it would not take advantage 
of the Indo-Chinese war and Pakistan kept tts promise. It 
was Pakistan that helped start the United States’ rela- 
tionship with China, and the United States reaped 
benefits from this relationship. 


The last and the most important fact 1s that Pakistan 
played a very important role in lowering the position of 
the Soviet Union as a world power. The main reason for 
the revolutionary changes in the Soviet Union during the 
last two or three years 1s its defeat in Afghanistan, and 
Pakistan’s role in this defeat cannot be forgotten. The 
U.S. government and its “Jewish lobby” may forget 11. 
the history of the world will not 


lhis 1s the chronology of the Pakistan-U.S. relationship 
If one reviews this history and then analyses the gains 
and losses of both countries, Pakistan would be the one 
that lost the most. In spite of all this, the United States 
has stopped military aid to Pakistan and 1s also putting 
obstacles in the path of economic aid. One reason for this 
could be that the United States has sensed from the 
attitude of most of our leaders that they are looking for 
U.S. support and have decided to bargain with the 
independence of Pakistan as much as possible. The 
second reason could be that the United States has the 
misunderstanding that most Pakistanis are happy with 
their relations with the United States and they will 
accept anything that the United States imposes on them 
Ihe United States 1s wrong in this assumption. The 
L).S.-Pakistani relationship issue is one of the issues on 
which the people of Pakistan and its various govern- 
The majority of Pakistan's 
ver been happy or satisfied with the U.S.-given 


ments have never agreed 
have ne 
bread 











Pakistan is passing through a very critical period in its 


history. It would be better if we knew what kind of 


relationship will exist between Pakistan and the United 
States. This relationship is a very important national 
issue. There should be a national opinion census on 
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whether Pakistan should continue to accept military and 
economic aid from the United States, the same as before, 
or if it should reduce it. The vote definitely will not be in 
favor of increased aid or increased relationship. This 
method of getting an opinion will be democratic as well. 
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